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Enclosure in No. 2 


Report for the Quarter ended 31st 
December, W947 


Internal Situation 

The chief subjects of interest during the 
quarter were the rejection by the Majlis 
of the proposed Soviet-Persian Oil Agree 
ment; the resignation of Qavam’s sixth 
Government; increased participation by 
the Shah in political mattors; and the 
mensures taken by the military authorities 
for the security of tho frontier areas 
especially by the rounding.np of un- 
desirable elements in Northern Persia 


The Majlis and the Oit Question 

2; The quarter opened with a slight re- 
laxation of tension over the Soviet-Persian 
oil question, which can be attributed 
part to the hardening of Persian opinion 
fon the subject, leaving no room for doubt 
that the Majlix would repudiate the 
Quvam-Sadehikoy exchange of letters. It 
was aleo duo, in larger measure, to the fact 
that the Soviet Government, shortly after 
the receipt of & note from the Persian 
Govern) Jat October requesting the 
removal of Ruxaian troops from the frontier 
‘ntea."* in order to restore normal conditions 
on the frontier,”” did, in fact, on 4th Ooto- 
ber withdraw in the direetion of Bakn the 
troops which hnd been carrying out 
manduvres in the neighbourhood of Julfa 
and simultaneously moved troops westward 
along the ‘Trans-Caspian. Railway away 
from the Persian frontier east of Ashqa- 
bad. Although the war of nerves was thus 
slightly relaxed, the oil question continued 
to monopolise political interest. 

3, Qavam obtained @ vote of confidence 
from the Majlis for the declaration of 
policy of his sixth Cabinet on 5th October 
by 93 votes to 12 with 15 abstentions, 
though this vote explicitly excepted the oil 
question; and intensive lobbying took place 
during the first three weeks of October in 
the expectation that Qavam would shortly 
submit a report to the Majlis on the oil 
question, the Chamber itself being occupied 
in the meanwhile with routine business, 
such as the re-election of its president and 


officers. The only new development during 
this period was the proposal put forward 
by the Deputy Abbas Massudi that a purely 
Iranian company should be established for 
the exploration and exploitation of the 
North Persian oil areas; this proposal ob- 
tained considerable support, though doubts 
were expressed in many quarters as to the 
ability of the Persians to make suc 
pany a working concern if the 
solely upon their own resources. There was 
also an undercurrent of opinion deman 
that the Government should take acti 
against British interests over the question 
of Buhrein and by demanding revision of 
the A.1.0.C. concession 

4. The Prime Minister submitted his re 
port to the Majlis oa 23rd October; his 
intention in doing so was to have the North 
Persian oil question referred to a commis- 
sion of the Chamber without a full debate 
or immediate vote on the substance of his 
1946 exchange of letters with Sadchikov 
the Opposition, on the other hand, wished 
for a full debate and hoped that it would 
lead to a vote of no confidence and the 
resignation of Qavam. Qayam's report was 
a lengthy document dealing with his con- 
versations in Moscow in the spring of 1946; 
with the evacuation of Allied troops from 
Persia; the insurrection in Azerbaijan; 
and his subsequent negotiations with the 
Soviet Government on the oil question. It 
emphasised the constant Russian pressur 
to which he had been subjected and left the 
Majlis to decide whether he should sign 
@ final agreement with the Soviet C 
ment on the lines of the excha 
letters. The report did not recommend the 
acceptance of the proposed arrangement by 
the Majlis and its general effect was to 
draw attention to the particularly difficult 
cireumstances at the time and to absolve 
the Prime Minister himself from any 
blame for having signed the exchange of 
letters 

5. The Majlis was then asked to vote 
upon a resolution proposed by Dr. Shafaq, 
the chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, This resolution, which in spite 
of the Prime Minister's appeal for caution 
and delay, was voted under the procedure 
for double urgency with only one dissen- 
tient voice, provided that— 


(a) the Qavam-Sadchikov exchange of 
otters of 1946 was considered null 
and void and without effect, 
although it was stated that the 
Prime Minister had acted in good 
faith in undertaking the discussions: 





(®) a technical and scientific survey of 
il deposits should be undertaken by 
the Government within a period of 
five years so that the Majlis might 
make arrangements, in the form of 
laws, for the commercial exploita- 
tion of these deposits; 

(c) no oil concessions should be granted 
to foreigners nor any companies 
established with foreign share- 
holding for the purpose of exploit- 
ing Persia’s oil resources; 

(@ the Government might ‘negotiate 
with the Soviet Government for the 
sale of any oil found in Northern 

jer (b) above; and 

(©) the Government. should undertake 
negotiations and measures to 
‘redeem the rights of the nation” 
regarding the country's resources in 
instances where these rights had 
been impaired, “especially regard- 
ing the oil in the south,"” 


who were discriminating against t 
dion and selling the country to American 


imperialism. The Soviet Ambassador 
Pointedly absented himself from the Shah's 
Ceremonial reception on his birthday, 
27th October, and in his note of 20th 
November he stated that the Persian 
Government's ‘* policy was inconsistent 
with the maintenance of friendly relations 
between the two Governments and Persia 
was alone responsible for any consequences 
that might ensue." 

_7. There were no repercussions of a more 
Violent kind during the quarter, though 
Tumours were current that the Soviet 
Government were preparing intervention 
by organised bodies of Persian and 
Kurdish émigrés for a later date. There 
Were also signs that the recrudescence of 
Tudeh Party activities, to which attention 
was drawn in the last report, was con- 
tinued. Tudeh followers at Ahwaz were 
Teported to have expressed confidence of a 
Teturn of better times for the fortunes of 
their party at no distant date; secret meet- 
ings were held at Abadan and several 
Tudeh leaders are reported to have 
Teturned to that town; and the Tudeh 
Party in Gilan and Mazenderan is said to 
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have been entirely reorganised aud to be 
renewing its activities. 


The Resignation of Qacam-us-Sultaneh 

©, Once the North Persian oil question 
had been dealt with by the Majlis intrigues 
against the Prime Minister which had been 
atent came toa head. ‘The Shah had pre- 
viously expressed to me his determination 
to get rid of the Prime Minister ax soon 
as this issue was settled, and in spite of an 
increase in the Prime Minister's prestige 
owing to the dexterity with which he had 
handled the oil question, his enemies in 
the country were numerous enough to give 
ample support to such intrigues on the part 
of the Majlis Deputies. The first. evident 
signs of trouble were the refusal by the 
Majlis at the end of November to. accept 
the Government's budget for 1948, the 
Deputies merely agreeing to approve a con- 
tinuation of Government expenditure on a 
month-to-month basis. ‘There was also 
much criticism of Government extrava- 
gance and of Qavam; also of the power 
given to him under the Military Govern- 
ment Act, which certain Deputies sought 
to revoke. 

9. The second phase was a split in the 
ranks of the Democrat Party and the 
defection from Qavam of a number of 
dissident members, who persuaded the 
President of the Chamber, Sardar Fakher 
Hekmat, to lead them, ‘This called forth 
from Qavam a strong appeal for unity, 
which was prepared for the Majlis and, 
when © quorum was withheld, wax even- 
tually brondeast on 1st December. Qavam 
also made a ‘confidential’ speech to 
members of his party on rd December 
which found its way into the press. ‘These 
statements inelnded passages affirming 
that the Prime Minister had embarked on 
discussions about the A.1.0.C. concession, 
‘and about the return of Bahrein to Persian 
sovereignty and that he would insist on 
satisfaction for the Persian people, ‘These 
remarks were probably made in an effort 
to obtain Left-wing support, with which 
to counter the attack from his own sup- 
porters, or, at the worst, to enable him to 
pose as a champion of Iranian indepen- 
dence and national interests in preparation 
for his return to office at a later date 

10. Certain other passages in these two 
statements were alleged to have contained 
veiled criticism of the Shah, and although 
these charges were never substantiated it 
was largely on the strength of them that 
the crisis came to a head on 4th December 
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when all members of the Cabtue., except 
two who were absent from Tehran, 
resigned (it is believed, on instructions 
from the Shab), leaving the Prime Minister 
isolated. Qavam thereupon asked the 
Majlis for a vote of confidence to enable 
him to form a new Ministry ; the vote was 
taken on 10th December but Qavam was 
unable to obtain an absolute ms 

the Deputies present (he obtained fort 
votes, thirty-nine being cast against him, 
with twenty-seven abstentions). After a 
delay of & fortnight during which he 
waited in vain for a diplomatic passport 
Quvam left the country for France on 0th 
December. 

11. The fall of Qavam was followed by 
hintus; for a week it was expected that 
the President of the Chamber, Sardar 
Fakher Hekmat, would be the new Prime 
Minister. He obtained a majority in the 
Chamber and was summoned by the Shah, 
but, after several days’ hesitation, he 
proved unable to form a Government and 
the task was then given to M. Tbrahim 
Hakimi. His Cabinet, a weak and unsatis- 
factory one in which, however, the port 
folio of War was given to General Yazdan 
Panah, the Shah's principal A.D.C., was 
formed during the last week of December. 


The Shak 

12. The fall of Qavam seems likely to 
mark the end of « phase in the development 
of Poraian politics. Earlier in the year 
there had. already been signs of increased 

litical activity by the court, ‘The Shah 
id felt, since December 1946, that too 
muoh credit had been given to Qavam and 
insufficient to himself as Commander-i 

‘ef of the Army for the military defeat 
of the Azerbaijan Democrat rigime; and 
he was at pains more recently, particularly 
during his tour of Azerbaijan in June and 
fon, the occasion of the military review at 
‘Tehran on 13th December, the first anniver- 
sary of the entry of Persian troops into 
‘Azerbaijan (which coincided with the fall 
of Qavam), to draye attention to the politi 
cal importance of the Crown and the army, 
‘There is, moreover, little doubt. that, the 
Shah took a leading part in the events 
leading to the end of Qavam’s Government 
and that ho will continue to exert a direct 
and increasing influence, backed by the 
military authorities, in the government of 
the country. He has frequently complained 
to me of the intractability of the Prime 
Minister and. on one occasion of the inet 
ciency of the present Constitution. In 


particular he has expressed hope of 
securing further power for the Crown, 
including the right to dissolve the Majlis. 
His Majesty has defined his principal aims 
as the raising of the standard of living 
80 as to diminish the danger of Communist 
political infiltration, and an increase in 
the efficiency of the army and of its equip- 
ment, s0 a3 to make it into an effective 
instrument to Soviet military 
aggression. 


Security of the Frontier Areas. 

13. The military authorities took over 
from the gendarmerie early in the year the 
manning and control of the Persian 
frontier posts; during the quarter under 
reviow, two further steps were taken to 
inorease the security of the frontier zones 
In both of these cases action was accom- 
panied by friction with the Government 
and civil authorities, who maintained that 
they had not an adequate share in the 
taking of these decisions 

14. From September onwards the 
General Staff undertook measures to round 
up and transport to an internment camp 
at Badrabad near Khorramabad in South- 
Weat Persia clements of the population of 
Azerbaijan and Northern Khorasan who 
wore considered either to be immigrant 
from Riwsaia and potential fifth columnists 
or Persian nationals who were unduly in 
sympathy with the Azerbaijan Democrat 
régime nnd the Russians, ‘The Chief of the 
General Staff kept the military attaché 
informed of the progress of these measures 
and told him that the number removed to 
the transit camp in the south had reached 
5,000 by the end of November.  Subse- 
quently, as the camp became full and as the 
process of screening proceeded, several 
hundred of the internees who were con: 
sidered to be innocuous were set at liberty, 
though still remaining under supervision; 
these men were to be given employment in 
Khuzistan, somewhat to the alarm of the 
Governor of that province, who felt he was 
having wished on to him a group of men 
who might prove tiresome at a later date 
At the end of October also the military 
authorities rounded up Tndeh supporters 
in Northern Khorassan at the frontier town 
of Mohammadabad, and discovered a small 
dump of arms at Meshed. They also 
arrested at Tabriz early in November a 
group of conspirators known as the 
* Sverbaijan Revenge Party.” 





15, The second measure taken by the 
military authorities was the establishment, 
early in November, of a belt about 50 miles 
wide along all of Persia's frontiers in 
which the movement of foreigners would be 
kept under supervision and their access 
would only be allowed with special military 
Permits. In a conversation with the mili- 
tary attaché, the Chief of the General Staff 
sought to justify these measures by refer- 
ring to the improper activities of the 
Russian Vice-Consul at Maku in contacting 
local tribesmen. He added that the 
measures were in no sense directed against 
British subjects, that the convenience of the 
A.LO.C. had been considered and that bona 
fide travellers entering Persia with valid 
visas would be able to traverse the frontier 
zone without further ado 

16. In general, these measures are note- 
worthy both as a means of restricting 
Russian infiltration into Persia and as an 
example of the increasing tendency of the 
miljtary authorities to intervene directly 
in administrative matters. The restriction 
on the movement of foreigners in partica- 
lar are reminiscent of the situation existing 
under the Reza Shah. nigime, 


Tribal Affairs 
Pars 

17, There has been some progress in the 
disarmament and pacification of the 
Qashgai. ‘The military authorities, with 
the full support of the Shah, opened nego- 
fiations both with the Qashgai brothers 
and also direct with the subordinate khans 
of the Qashgai tribes, thus by-passing the 
Qushgai brothers and to a considerable 
extent undermining their influence 

18, After conversations with the Gover. 
nor-General at Shiraz, Naser Khan visited 
Tehran in October and is reported to have 
beon well received by the Shah, At the 
same time, two of his brothers, Khosro and 
Mohammed Hussain, who had been making 
trouble in their capacity as Majlis 
Deputies for Fars, found it advisable to 
leave the country and proceed to Switzer: 
land. There was a slight check in the pro- 
gress of the negotiations for disarmament 
when it was believed that Naser Khan had 
the support of the Prime Minister in 
resisting the demands made of him by the 
Chief of the General Staff; but after his 
reception by the Shah, these difficulties 
appear to have been overcome and a satis- 
factory solution reached. 
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19. Disarmament proceeded slowly and 
about 1,000. modern, rifles and « larger 
number of rifles of antiquated pattern have 
now been surrendered by the Qashgai 
‘There is little doubt that a large number of 
both still remain im the hands of the tribes 
men. At the end of November Government 
troops entered Firuzabad, the winter head- 
quarters of the Qashgai, and were. well 
received by the local population. 
presence of this garrison is expected to 
nocelerate the process of disarmament. 


Bakhtiari 

20. Some degree of unrest continued in 
the Bakhtiari country owing to the unpopu 
larity of Abul Qasim Bakhtiar, the co- 
Governor, against whose retenti 
the other Bakhtiari khans hay 
to Tehran without effect, He is belie 
be a protégé of Qavam-us-Saltaneh and to 
have paid a considerable sum for his 
appointment, On his return to the south 
early in November his opponents held an 
indignation meeting at the oil-field village 
of Lali and subsequently declared that they 
wonld deny passage to any representatives 

nt so long as Abul 

Qusim remained Governor. ‘They added 


that they would resist his return by force 


of arms, and concentrated their men at two 
strategic points on the ronte of access to the 
tribal winter area 

21. The Chief of the General Staff told 
military attaché at the end of November 
that he did not take a serious view of the 
situation and that he had warned the khans 
of the consequences of any disturbances and 
had urged them to surrender their arms 
before the Government took forcible 
measures to collect them, The other co- 
Governor, Manuchehr Asad, who was the 
bearer of this message, was refused passage 
by the dissidents and cut off from his 

iter quarters; at the request of the 
Persian Governmient he was therefore given 
accommodation by the Anglo-Tranian Oil 
Company at the oil-field town of Masjid-i- 
Suleiman. Abul Qasim meanwhile remains 
near Isfahan, outside the area affected. 

22. The Boir Ahmedi have continued to 
show reluctance to disarm, and their Jeador 
has described to the Acting British Consul- 
General at Ahwaz his various fears and 
difficulties. He was given no encourage: 
ment not to comply with the Government's 
orders. He made a “ token " surrender of 
about 100 antiquated rifles at the end of 
the summer, but has ignored the rest, 
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Public Health 

23. The Public Health authorities have 
been active in quarantine matters, and the 
Minister, Dr. Iqbal, made various visits to 
frontier posts in order to ensure that the 
quarantine arrangements and the inocula- 
tions against cholera were being carried out 
satisfactorily, In addition to the outbreaks 
of cholera in Egypt and Pakistan, which 
caused the Persian Government to place 
many restrictions on travellers from other 
Middle Eastern countries, some excitement 
‘was caused in November by rnmours of an 
outbreak of plague in a group of five small 
villages north of Kermansbab. These 
reports gave the Iraqi Government an 
opportiinity to retaliate against the Pei 
travel restrictions by imposing a ban on 
entry into Traq of all travellers from 
Persia. After investigations had been 
made by the Ministry of Health and the 
Pasteur Institute, it was stated that the 
outbreak was not one of plague but of 
pulmonary anthrax; nevertheless, some 
uncertainty still seoms to attach fo the exact 
nature of the disease 

24, A never local earthquake occurred 
on Ist Octobor in the village of Danlatabad, 
near Qain, with a death roll of over 400; 
further shocks « fortnight later resulted in 
the destruction of five villages in the 
Birjand area, with further loss of life 


Economie Development 
25. Economic. problems received scant 
attention, the minds of Ministers and 
Deputies being alike preoceupied with the 
North Poraian oll question. ‘Theseven-year 
plan and. the Morrison-Knudsen report 
wore roferred to « special committee, with 
instructions to make specific recommenda 
tions, but with Qavam's fall it is now 
possible that tho seven-year plan will be 
allowed to fade into the background. 

26. A determined effort was made by the 
Governor of the Bank Melli to induce the 
Government to aceept the devaluation of 
the rial. The International Monetary 
Fund has already protested to Persi 
against the maintenance of a dual rate of 
exchange, but M. Ebtehaj’s endeavours to 
stabilise the rate at about 200 rials met 


with such opposition that he was obliged to 
withdraw his proposal. He is now 
endeavouring to stabilise the free market 
rate at about 200 rials, but without any 
definite result so far, Owing to the uncer- 
tainty as to the future rate of exchange, the 
Exchange Control Commission granted 


practically no permits during the quarter 
for the payment of imported goods, with 
the result that’ trade was seriously 
restricted. 

27. A Bill restricting the activities of 
foreign traders was tabled by the Minister 
of National Economy in October and was 
referred to a parliamentary commission. 
The Bill contains many objectionable 
features, incloding the reservation to 
Persian nationals of all agencies of foreign 
firms. With the change of Government it 
is not yet known whether the Bill will now 
become law. 

28, Little progress was made with public 
works in Azerbaijan. ‘The work on the new 
extension of the railway continued; the 
number of men employed was not great and 
unemployment in Azerbaijan continued 
With the expected abandonment of the 
seven-year plan now that the new Govern: 
ment lias been formed, it is to be feared that 
no new public works will be ordered and the 
distress and unemployment. will continue 
and cause hardship in the winter and early 
spring. 


Labour and Trade Unions’ Affairs 

20. Continued uncertainty regarding the 
fate of the Ministry of Labour obstructed 
progress, and the Ministry's officials, un- 
willing to add to the opposition already 
directed at thom, avoided positive action 
No new labour legislation was promulgated 
and little was done to implement existing 
legislation. Tt now seems probable that the 
present machine of the Ministry of Labour 
will, under the new Government, continue 
to operate under the control of an under 
secretary, who will be supervised by the 
Minister of National Eoonomy and will 
answer through him to the Majlis, 

30. Trade union affairs have made no 
progress. The Trade Union Congress held 
in October-November was unsuccessful, the 
Government-sponsored unions (E.S.K.L) 
and the independent unions (E.M.K.A.) 
being unable to agree on the composition of 
a joint executive committee. ‘The inde- 
pendents broke away and beld their own 
congress, only to add to general bewilder- 
ment a few weeks later when one of their 
leaders publicly announced his movement's 
support of Prime Minister Qavam, The 
Government-sponsored E.S.K.I, unions, 
founded and maintained by Qavam's Demo- 
erat Party, took exception to anyone else 
offering allegiance to Qavam and occupied 
the premises of the independent. union. 





With the release on tau trom prison of 
Reza Rusta on 16th November, 1947, the 
Tudeh trade unions were given @ new lease 
of life, and whilst their rivals quarrel 
amongst themselves the Tudeh organisa- 
tions are slowly gaining ground. 


Foreign Relations 

31, The most important question in 
Persia’s foreign relations has already been 
described at the beginning of this report 
There were also one or two minor develop- 
ments worth recording. 


United Kingdom 

82. It has been agreed by His Majesty” 
Treasury that the 142 Draft Rai 
Agrooment can, entirely without prejudice, 
be accepted as the basis of a claim by the 
Persian Government for the use of Persian 
railways during the war. Owing to the 
luncertainty of the political situation it was 
considered inadvisable to reopen discus- 
sions with the Persian Government, 

83. The financial agreement reached in 
London on 30th September by the Bank of 
England and the Bank Melli Iran was rat 
fied hy the Persian Council of Ministers, 
with some slight modifications. It has now 
been agreed to antedate the entry into force 
of the new agreement to the 10th August, 
1947. This will involve His Majesty’s 
Government in some additional dollar 
Tinbility, but this liability is more than 
balanced by the waiver of the Persian claim 
to 60 per cent. gold on increases in her 
sterling balances from 15th July, 1947, 
The gold payment involved by such a claim 
Would have been in the neighbourhood of 
£3 million 


USSR. 

34. Soviet propaganda gave considerable 
Publicity to allegations that the Persian 
Government had been wilfully obstructing 
the emigration of Armenians to the Soviet 
Union. The campaign was started by 4 
Tass message at the end of September, to 
which the Persian Government issued a 
denial. The Persian Government appears 
to hase stopped emigration owing to com- 
plaints from former emigrants, who had 
Subsequently escaped, about the shocking 
conditions these people met with on arrival 
in the Soviet Union. Brought to the capital 
under Russian auspices, a group of some 
500 Armenians from the provinces was held 
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up in Tehran without means of support. 
The Persian Government subsequently 
arranged their resettlement in Persia, while 
issuing a statement that they were entirely 
free to leave the country if they wished to 
do so, and that the Government was exer- 
cising no pressure on them either to remain 
or to leave, 

35. The Soviet press and wireless con- 
tinued throughout the quarter to make 
much play of the measures taken by the 
military authorities in Azerbaijan, re- 
ported in paragraph 14 above, which they 
represented as being repressive and dicta- 
torial steps taken against democratic 
sympathisers 

38, The 
signs of considerable activity du 
quarter, Accompanied by three members 
of his staff he made an extensive visit to the 
oil-fields of the Anglo-Lranian Oil Com- 
pany early in November, and asked a num 
ber of questions about the company's opera 
tions. He was concerned both with techni- 
cal matters and, sore particularly, with 
labour and political conditions in the area. 
He also toe advantage of the arrival at 
Khorramshahr of a Soviet ship, the 
ss. Chota, with a cargo of sugar, to 
‘arrange a dinner on board to which the 
local authorities were invited, and during 
which hopeful references were made to the 
possibility of more frequent calls hy Soviet 
vessels at that port, He also made a tour 
by car of the neighbourhood of Khorram- 
shahr and appeared particularly interested 
in the nearby Iraqi frontier. 


wiet Consul at Ahwax showed 
ng the 


United Stator 

37. Considerable interest attaches to the 
negotiations in progress for the supply of 
American armaments to Persia. A member 
of the United States Embassy made a pub- 
lic statement at the end of December 
defining the position as follows = A Persian 
Purchasing Mission went to Washington 
in May 1947 to buy American surplus mili- 
tary stores and asked for credit terms. Tn 
June the United States Government had 
made proposals based on the grant of a 
30-million-dollar credit for this purpose 
and gave the Persian Government five 
months in which to decide whether or not to 
accept them. In November the Persian 
Government had asked for two months 
more in which to make up their minds. 
This request was sent on to Washington by 
the United States Ambassador and had 
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now been approved by the United States 
Government, 

8. In addition to this credit, which is 
to be divided between the gendarmerie 
and the army, including the air force, 
respectively, in proportion of 5 million to 
25 million dollars, the Shah and the Persian 
military authorities have expressed to the 
United States Ambassador their interest in 
the immediate purchase of new military 
equipment to a still higher total value. 
‘This proposal is still in its eurly stages and 
no decisions have been take 

39. In addition to the visit by the Armed 
Forces Sub-Committee of the Senate at the 
end of September, recorded in the last 
report, there have been two othier visits of 
Congress representatives : that of two mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs at the end of 
October, and that of members of the Senate 
Finance Sub-Committee early in November. 
‘The doings of these delegations, which were 
much publicised in ‘Tehran, were made use 
of by the Loft-Wing prea and others to 
denounco American imperialist designs in 
Poraia and the alleged pro-American atti 
tudo of the Qavam Government, The same 

lea alo continued to attack the 
American Ambassador for interfering in 
Persian affairs, especially wince his state- 
ment of 11th September recorded in the last 
report; later in the quarter less importance 
was given to this personal aspect as Mr. 
Allon was absent from Tehran more than 
once visiting ‘Turkey, India and Pakistan. 


India and Pakistan 

40. Tho Pakistan Government appointed 
a chargé d'affaires at Tebran at the end of 
October, who was well received by the 
Persian Government and ured ax a channel 
for messages of goodwill to Pakistan from 
Persia, and for the transmission of volun- 
tary assistance to the refugees in Pakistan, 
for which » public subscription was opened. 

41. The Government of India assumed 
charge of Indian interests by the appoint- 
ment of an ambassador, Mr. Ali Zaheer, 
who, after some delays owing to the cholera 
quarantine regulations, arrived at Tehran 
with his staff on 2st November. At the 
end of the quarter he had not yet presented 
his Iettors of credence owing to the change 
of Government, and it is possible that the 
Persians were not altogether adverse to 
this delay in the opening of official diplo- 
matic relations with the Indian Dominion 


Afohanistan 
42.No satisfactory settlement was 
reached in the Helmand River dispute. 
‘The Persian Government did not proceed 
with their intention to refer this question 
to the United Nations. As an alternative, 
the State Department suggested to both the 
Persian and Afghan representatives at 
‘Washington that the United States Govern- 
ment would be willing to help effect a 
settlement and proposed that a committee 
of “neutral” experts might be sent to 
Afghanistan to establish the facts. At the 
same time, further negotiations could take 
place for a settlement for the future. The 
Persian Prime Minister also asked His 
Majesty’s Government to urge this sugges- 
tion on the Afghan Government. 
43. A deputation from the Ministry of 
Agriculture visited the affected area round 
October, accompanied by Ameri- 
can agricultural experts, but appears to 
« reached no definite conclusion. At the 
end of October the Afghan Embassy 
informed the Persian Government that the 
flow of water in the Helmand River would 
wrobably shortly be resumed; water, in 
fact, reached Persian territory on ‘Srd 
November, enabling winter crops'to be sown 
and refugees to return to Seistan from 
Zahidan. It is still not clear, however, 
whether the shortage of water—which, had 
it been prolonged, would have caused con: 
siderable famine and distress next yeur 
was due to natural causes or to Afghan 
interference: the first explanation seems, 
howover, the more probable. 


Turkey 

44, Tt was rumoured in the press that a 
further pact was to be concluded between 
Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan on the 
lines of the Saadabad Treaty of 1937. This 
story was without foundation and was 
probably put. in circulation by the pro- 
Russian press, which was quick to invent 
stories of encirclement of Russia under 
American auspices. An attempt was made 
to further Turko- Persian cultural relations 
by the visit to Tehran of Turkish football 
and wrestling teams in October. Perhaps 
owing to a confusion of function between 
these teams the last football match 
degenerated into a free fight, and the Turks 
declared that they would never play against 
Persians again; but calm was restored and 
face saved by & statement that the Turks 
had accepted an invitation to visit Persia 
again next year, 





Miscellaneous 

45. Tt was announced during the quarter 
that Tbn Saud had asked the Persian 
Government for a resumption of diplomatic 
relations between Saudi Arabia and Persia. 
Tt was also announced that the Persian and 
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Italian Governments had decided to raise 
their respective legations to the rank of 
embassies. New Danish and Brazilian 


inisters have arrived at Tehran and the 
Netherlands Chargé d'Affaires is to be 
appointed Mi 


ster early in the New Year. 





26/25/34 No. 3 
PERSIA: FORMATION OF NEW SOCIALIST TUDEH PARTY 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr, Attlee 


(No. 12) Tehran, 
Sir, 14th January, 1948 

With reference to paragraph 10 of my 
report for quarter ended 30th September, 
1947, which was transmitted to you under 
cover of my despatch No, 435, 1 have the 
honour to report that on 4th January 
certain members of the Tudeh 
‘Tehran announced that they had 
party and would organise a new Socialist 
‘Tudeh Party. 

2. A manifesto issued by the new party 
praised the action taken by the Tudo 
Party in working for the welfare of the 
people but criticised its " tactical mistakes 
and defects in organisation,” ‘The mani 
festo complained that the party's leaders 
were unwilling to recognise reformist and 
progressive groups within the party and, 
by refusing during the past four years to 
hold annual congresses, had denied party 
members the opportunity of expressing 
their views. It ended with a declaration 
of the poliey of the new party which may 
be summarised as follows = 


(2) The Socialists will continue to pursue 
the ideology of the Tudeh Party 

(b) The Socialists will further the more 
progressive aims of the Tudeh Party. 
avoiding the tactical mistakes and 
organisational defects of their 
former leaders 

(0) The rights of the workers will be de- 
fended and the influence of im- 
perialists will be resisted. 

(@) The Socialists will follow the pri 
ciples of “ scientific socialism. 

(©) The Soci ignising the Cen- 
tral of Trade 
Unions as the only workers’ organi- 
sation. in Persia, expect that the 
recommendations ‘made by El Aris 
regarding reform of the Central 
United Council will be given effect. 


(Received 21st January) 


Expressing the hope that the leaders of 
the Tudeh Party. would change their 
attitude in order that reunion of the old 

now parties might soon be possible, the 
Socialists gave the assurance that they 
would fight for freedom at the side of the 
Tudeh Party 

2. The twelve signatories to the mani- 
festo include members of ‘the Central 
Exooutive of the Tudeh Party and members 
f the party's Provincial Committee for 
‘Tehran, There are, however, no lending 
‘Tudeh personalities among them. ‘The 
most important are Khalil Maleki (ex 

aber of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee), Anvar Khameyi (member of tho 
Committee for Youth Onganisations) and 
Hussein Malek (in charge of the party's 
educational and training activities), 

4. The issue of the Socialist manifesto 
brought immediate response from the 
‘Tudeh Party which, in a public ntatement, 
belittled the action of the seorssi 
The separation was referred. to.aa * 
important incident in the evolution of the 
Tadoh Pas ‘The party executive 
would, it was stated, make certain conces- 
sions in order to preserve unity but was not 
prepared to modify its policies. This 
statement. bore the signatures of Dr. 
Radmanesh and Dr, Keshavarz who, after 
Reza Rusta, are leading. personalities in 
the Tudeh movement. Rusta’s name, it 
should. be mentioned, has not appeared in 
any of the statements issued by the two 
sides, The Central Committee of the 
Tuudch Youth Organisation and the Central 

United Council of ‘Trade Unions both 
issued. statements supporting the Tudeh 
Party and its leaders and condemning the 
action of the Socialist group. 

5. In November 1947 reports reached me 
that a vote had heen taken on the question 
of Russian direction of party policy, and 
that a faction headed by Khalil Maleki bad 





10 


strongly opposed such direction. A few 
active members of the Tudeh trade union 
organisation resigned from the Political 
Party at that time and the present with- 
drawals may be a sequel. The individuals 
whose signatures appear on the Socialist 
manifesto have, I am told, been in contact 
with the Persian Ministry of Labour for 
some months seeking a promise of Govern- 
ment support and co-operation. They were 
informed that the Ministry would not, on 
labour questions, negotiate with Rusta and 
certain other leaders of the Tudeh, but that 
if the organisation was reconstituted on a 
more patriotic basis co-operation might be 
developed. 

6. Reaction in Government circles is 
cautious and opinion on the value of the 
new party is reserved until its activities 
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reveal its true nature. The view has been 
expressed that the secession may be a de- 
liberate plan to ensure continuance of 
‘Tudeh policies and aims in the event of any 
future dissolution of the Tudeh Party 
itself. Disappointment has been voiced by 
individual workers who are members of 
Tudeh organisations. They regret that a 
movement which publicised its unity and 
solidarity has developed internal  dif- 
ferences and they are uncertain where their 
real loyalties lis 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad 
and Moscow, to the British Middle East 
Office, and to the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. 

T have &e 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL 


No. 4 


OUTSTANDING EVENTS IN AZERBAIJAN 
Period Ist July-3lst December, 1947 


(Communicated in Tabriz despatch No. 11 of 15th January, W948; Received 
‘th February) 


The outatanding events in Azerbaijan 
during the period under review revolved 
round the proposed Soviet-Persian Oil 
Agreement and the first anniversary of the 
liberation of the province from the 
“ Democrats.” 

2, During July the provinee had been 
preoceupied with the remaining elections 
to the new Majlis. By August talk was 
revived of the possible grant to the USS.R. 
of the oil concession, ‘The population were 
overwhelmingly against it and feared a 
return of Soviet methods. Public confi- 
dence was ahaken. Intimidated by well- 
founded reports of Soviet troop movements 
near the neighbouring frontier and fearing 
a recurrence of political unrest, not a few 
departed for Tehran. Trade receiv 
wotback, Long-term projects remained 
projects for lack of capital from doubting 
merchants and landowners. Nervousness 
was not allayed in September by the 
rounding-up and despatch to the south by 
the Persian military authorities of some 

muhajirs,"" consisting of Azer- 

is or Armenians who had lived in 

or were considered to have been 
supporters of the Azerbaijan Democrat 
régime, In October this operation con- 


tinued and man were concentrated to the 
al 


north-west of Tabriz and Lake Urmia, 
covering Julfa and the frontier 

3. Alarmist rumours had already died 
down when news was received of the 
rejection by the Majlis of the proposed 
Soviet-Persian Oil Agreement, For the 
Azerbaijanis this was a surprise. ‘Their 
joy knew no bounds and left no room for 
doubt as to their patriotism and attach. 
ment to the Persian Crown. ‘Their only 
fear was what the Russians might do now. 

4. Tt was widely believed that -— 


(a) if the Russians took military action 
in the province, it would be at once 


0) y action, the Russians 
would arrange for the infiltration of 
highly skilled agents to— 


(i) stir up feeling against the 
Central Government; 

(ii) spread rumours calculated to 
keep people in constant fear of 
Russian action, thus putting a 
brake on long-term planning by 
merchants and landowners, and 
hindering the economic develop- 
ment of the province; 





(iii) incite factory workers against 
owners and peasantry against 
landlords; 

(iv) effect sabotage; 

(v) work up Kurdistan to a state 
of ferment, thus harassing the 
Persian civil and military 
authorities. 


5. The only notable reaction from 
Moscow was a wireless. broadcast attack- 
ing the Prime Minister. 

6. Civil and military authorities in the 
province calmly prepared throughout 
November to meet all eventualities. ‘There 
Was no question of appeasement of the 
Russians or of their protégés in Tabri 
and other centres. A. stricter securi 
control was enforced. All foreigners, 
including consular officials, now required 
Passes for journeys north, east or west of 
Tabriz. ‘The Russians, for whom the regu- 
lation was intended, were hit most. The 
Soviet Consul-General was incensed. But 
what mattered to the Persians was the 
larger issue of inflation. ‘Soviet agonta 
had already penetrated into the former 
Democrat. stronghold of Sarab, and one, 
posing as an Indian doctor, had been 
Arrested. Then some half-dozen leaders of 
the “Azerbaijan Vengeance Party 
(Hizb-i-Intiqam) were seized while holding 
secret meeting, and were found to be in 
possession of documents of Soviet origin. 
A further twenty-four persons were 
arrested on charges of having been nsso- 
cinted with the Vengeance Party 

7. On 25th November an Imperial 
Firman was broadcast. The Shah, who had 
Previously granted a partial amnesty to 
collaborators with the Democrats after his 
Visit in May and June to Azerbaijan, now 
in what was a vague statement, wrongly 
described by the press as an amnesty, 
declared that his clemency should be exer- 
ised in favour of the sedentary and tribal 
populations in the provinces of Azerbaijan 
and Kurdistan and the district of Zenjan 
(Khamseh) as long as they did nothing 
Against the State in future. This measure 
is understood to apply only to those who, 
through ignorance, were led astray. 

8. In anticipation of the first anniver- 
ary of the liberation of Azerbaijan on 13th 
December an intensification of the war of 
Reryes initiated after the rejection of the 
Proposed oil agreement was directed over 
the mobile secret wireless transmitter 
Across the Soviet frontier which had been 
used by Pishevari in Azerbaijan, Broad- 


at 


casts in Turki, Kurdish and Persian 
promised the "liberation "' of the province 
from “ reactionary elements." The people 
were called upon io rise and aid the forces 
who would come in from the north on this 
anniversary, Nervousness prevailed but 
there were no signs of panic. Military 
and gendarmerie patrols were heavily reiti- 
forced and the curfew was more rigidly 
applied than ever. 

9. The 13th December arrived and all 
was quiet and nothing happened to mar the 
official and popular celebration in Azerbai- 
jan of the first anniversary of the liberation 
‘of the province. The Azerbaijanis once 
more demonstrated their patriotism and 
dislike of foreign interference, 


Elections 

10. In July, Mohammed Said, a former 
Prime Minister who had no illusions about 
the USSR, was elected depnty for 
Rezaich. Of all the Deputies elected in 
Azerbaijan to the new Majlis only he and 
Hassan Tagizadeh (Deputy for Tabriz and 
until recently ambassador in London) 
really, enjoyed. the publlo,cnfidence 
boing likely: to work effectively for the good 
of the province. It was generally hoped 
that Tagizadeh would become president of 
the Majlis. The important Kurdish centre 
of Mahabad wished to see a local candidate 
representing it in the Majlis but by the end 
of tho yoat no elections had yet been held 
owing to the intrigues of two candidates 
from ‘Tehra 


Internal Affairs 

11. Throughout the period under review 
in Azerbaijan there was discontent with 
the Central Governwent and moat of its 
officials, ‘The Goyarnment, people felt, had 
failed to live up to, its promises, Its 
officials were, for the most part, lacking in 
public spirit. Wild accusations of corrap- 
tion were made, The efficient and conscien- 
tious official was frustrated on all sides. 
Due to lack of confidence in the future no 
capital was forthcoming from the public 
for any long-term venture such as the 
irrigation schemes in the Tabriz and 
Rezaich districts and the establishment. of 
a coment factory in Tabriz, The lange 
sums allotted by the Central Government 
for public works arrived all too slowly, in 
driblets, to provide jobs for the increasing 
numbers of unemployed. Funds for agri- 
cultural development were not forthcoming. 
Even the donations made by the Shah 
during his. recent. visit seemed slow. in 








materialising. Feeling turned against Ali 
Mansur, the Governor-General, who was 
now held largely responsible for the lack 
of progress in the work of reconstruction. 
Spurred on by his critics he first redressed 
the grievances of the peasantry in regard 
to their share in the crops, thus frustrating 
the attempts of Azerbaijan Democrat 
supporters and Soviet propagandists to 
make political capital out of them. 
(Workers in the spinning, weaving, leather, 
match and other factories were already 
content as they continued to be paid the 
same wages as they received under the 
Democrat régime. He next devoted his 
attention to the general questions of 
security in the province and efficiency and 
discipline in its officials. 

12, Unemployment, however, 
Governor-General’s most difficult problem 
and one with which he was ill-equipped to 
deal, Here words and. promises were of 
no avail 

3, In August the local newspaper 
Tabrie declared that the Central Govern 
ment had wasted eight months doing 


practically nothing and that the people had 
suffered as much in that time as they did 
in a year of rule under the Democrats. 
The Central Government had had its 
chance and lost it 


Public Works 

14. In November it was claimed that 
cover 7,000 persons were employed on the 
construction of the railway between 
Mianeh and Tabriz. Between Mianeh and 
Tehran the resumption of railway goods 
traffic was made possible in December by 
the completion. of the repairs to the 
bridges between Mianch and  Zenjan 
demolished by the retreating Democrats in 
December 1946. Work on roads and 
public buildings proceeded slowly. Large 
numbers remained without empl 


‘Tabriz, 
LESLIE POTT, 
Consul-General. 


Tabriz, 15th January, 1948 
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PERSIA: RESTORED UNITY OF THE TUDEH PARTY 
‘Trade Union Activity 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin 


(No. 29) Tehran, 
Sir, 28h January, 1048 

With reference to my despatch No. 12 of 
Mth January regarding the formation of 
4 Socialist Tudeh Party, 1 have the honour 
to inform you that according to the 
Persian press the Soctalists have rejoined 
the Tudeh Party. 

2. A’second proclamation has apparently 
been issued by the Socialists admitting 
that, without the co-operation of the Tudeh 
Party, a Left-wing movement is impossible 
‘and that the Socialist group has therefore 
been dissolved, ‘The signatories to this 
proclamation include Khalil Maleki, who 
is reputed to be the leader of the seces- 
sionists and who is now being violently 
Attacked in the Tudeh press for engineering 
the split on behalf of British imperialism. 

3. The restored unity of the Tudeh 
Party has been publicised by the issue, in 
the name of the Central United Council of 
‘Trade Unions (Tudeh), of an open letter 


(Received 9th February) 


to the Minister of National Economy, who 
at present acts also as Minister of Labour. 
‘The letter reminds the Minister that the 
Central United Council is recognised by 
the World Federation of Trade Unions as 
the only organisation representative of 
Persian workers, and that this recognition 
was confirmed following the visit to Persia 
in spring 1947 of a W.E.T.U. delegation. 
After complaining of the activities of the 
Ministry of Labour and of the Government- 
sponsored E,S.K.1. Unions, the Central 
United Council demands complete freedom 
for its activities, requests formal investi~ 
gation of illegal activities of the Ministry 
of Labour and of the E.S.K.1. Unions, and 
asks compensation for financial losses 
incurred by the Tudeh Union and its 
members 

4. There has not yet been any official 
Government comment on either the dissolu- 
tion of the Socialist Group or on the open 





resumption of activity by the Tudeh Party 
through the channel of its trade union. 

5. T am sending a copy of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Bagdad 
and Moscow, to the British Middle East 
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Office und to the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. 
Thave, &e. 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL. 
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No, 6 


PERSIAN AFFAIRS 


Monthly Report for January 1948 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin 


(No. 37, Confidential) Tehran, 
Sir, 10th February, 1948 
T have the honour to submit the following 
report on events in Persia during January 
1945, In internal affairs the prevalent 
‘atmosphere was one of inactivity owing to 
the weakness of the Hakimi Government 
and the negative and cautious nature of its 
policy, particularly as regards economic 
development, ‘There were no outstanding 
developments in foreign affairs, though some 
public interest was aroused by talk in the 
Majlis and elsewhere about Bahrein, and 
by demonstrations in favour of Mosler 
interests in Palestine and Pakistan. 


Internal Affairs 
2. Ibrahim Hakimi's Government ob: 
tained a vote of confidence of 76 votes out 
6f 90 in the Majlis on 7th January. The 
Government's declaration of policy was 
Jacking in any outstanding proposals apart 
from general advocacy of retrenchment and 
reform. The Prime Minister emphasised 
that he would limit himself to such urgent 
and practicable measures as he could carry 
out ina short time, One of the first acts of 
the Government was to abolish military 
government in Tehran on 13th January, 
followed by a similar measure taken on 
24th January and applied to the towns of 
Khorramshabr, Bebbehan, Shiraz 
aqqiz, The Government also took 
certain measures to limit extravagant 
official expenditirre on such things as motor- 
cars and missions abroad; both in this and 
in the suppression of military government 
it sought to meet some of the principal 
criticisms made against its predecessor. 
The Government, however, continued 
throughout the month to give an impression 
of weakness, and there were signs of a 
decline in public security both in the 
Tehran neighbourhood and further afield 
By the end of the month the Minister for 
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Foreign Affairs bad not yet been appointed, 
there was talk of the formation of a new 
Government and, particularly in Court 
circles, about the desirability of constitu: 
tional reform 

3. In the latter half of the month, how- 
ever, the prospects of some much-needed 
economic measures were brightened by the 
passage through the Majlis, on 2Znd 
Janunry, of a provisional budget law 
‘covering expenditure at the 1947 rate up to 
the end of the current Persian yoar (lst 
March). ‘The law included provision for 
removing from the ordinary budget and 

marking for capital works 40 per cent 
of the Anglo-lranian Oil Company 
royaltion from the beginning of next year, 
to be increased later in the following year 
to 70 por cont., and in #ubaequent years to 
the total yield to the Persian Government 
of the operations of the company. ‘The 
report of Dr. Naficy, who was appointed 
by the Qayam Government to summarise 
the most practicable measures in the frame: 
work of the so-called Seven-Year 
also. submitted to. the Prime Minister 
during the month, It recommended a total 
expenditure of Rials 21,000 million (be- 
tween £100 million and £150 million) to 
be spent principally on agriculture, inriga- 
tion, communications and industrial do 
velopment. It also made provision for the 
formation of an Lranian Oil Company to 
explore and exploit oil deposits in areas 
not already included under foreign conces- 
sions; The financing of this programme 
was to be carried out primarily from 
national resourees, including oil royalties, 
though recourse would be had to the Inter- 
national Bank for a loan amounting. to 
abont one-third of the total expenditure 
which would be necessary at the end of the 
second year 

4. There has heen a good deal of opposi- 
tion, both in the Majlis and in the press, to 
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the idea of a foreign loan, though this 
opposition is in many cases founded on the 
misapprehension that the loan would be 
exclusively a United States one. The prin- 
cipal opponent of the loan in the Majlis has 
been Mr, Tagizadeh, whose ground of objec- 
tion—a much sounder one—is that unless 
and until the corrupt. and i 
administration is cleaned up a 
Joan will be either stolen or misused. Mr. 
Naficy himself takes the sensible view that 
fat first only a small loan can be hoped for, 
and that the Persians must, by their own 
factions, demonstrate that they deserve a 
larger loan at a later stage of the Seven- 
Year Plan, The Prime Minister has not yet 
committed himself in support of the Naliey 
programme, but the earmarking of the oil 
royalties under the budget law is inter- 
preted us a prelude to its implementation. 

5. The continued drought, which has lasted 
ince the summer, gave rise to considerable 
apprehension about the food situation next 
year, and resulted in measures being taken 
by the Government to. cancel all permits 
issued previously for the export of rice, 
barlay and other food grains. ‘The anxiety 
was to somo extent assuaged by the break 
in the weather which occurred in tho last 
woek of the month and resulted in consider- 
able anowfalls over most of the country. 
‘The food situation in 1948 ix, however, 
likely to be extremely difficult, Foreign 
trade remained practically at a standstill 
owing to the continued hold-up in the issue 
of permits for the purchase of foreign 
exchange; this resulted from continued un- 
certainty about the future of the exchange 
rate, which was the subject of acrimonious 
discussion between the president of the 
National Bank, Mr. Ebtehaj, and the 
Government, At the end of the month it 
‘was hoped that some definite decision would 
be taken within a few days and that the 
issue of foreign exehange permits would be 
resumed. 

6, Surprise was caused at the beginning 


origin of this break-away, and some reason 
for thinking that the Soviet eames’ 
hhnd sccretly encouraged the proposal. 

imnmadiote reaction from Mancow, however 
was to denounce the dissidents as tools of 
imperialist policy, and after being a seven- 
day wonder in Tehran political circles the 
separatist group collapsed ignominionsly 


and it was announced that Tudeh unity had 
been restored. This strange episode had an 
echo in trade union activities—the original 
manifesto of the Socialist Tudeh group 
having drawn from the Central United 
Council of Trades Unions a public state- 
ment of allegiance to the Tudch Party 
executive and 2 condemnation of the split. 
When the episode was over and unity 
restored, the Central United Council sent 
to the Minister of National Economy an 
open letter demanding freedom for the 
union's activities, and attacking the Minis- 
try of Labour and the Government-spon- 
sored (E.S.K.L) unions. In Isfahan the 
Government attempted to combat increas- 
ing Tudeh influence by propaganda on 
behalf of the E,S,K.I. unions and by apply- 
ing pressure on independent workers 
organisations to make them join E.S.K.1 

7. Other points of interest during the 
month affecting the organisation of Jabour 
were the completion by M. Colombain, the 
International Labour Organisation expert 
on co-operative societies, of his tour of the 
provinces, followed by his submission of 
recommendations to the Government; and 
the findings of a committee which had been 
set up to consider the problem of tuber- 
culosis among industrial workers. The 
committee's report to the Majlis proposed 
an increase in the premium for insurance 
against industrial injury, and measures to 
make the insuring agency responsible for 
the treatment of all tuberculosis amongst 
industrial workers. 

8. A Bill, sponsored by the Minister of 
National Economy, for the control of 
foreign traders was examined by & parlia- 
mentary commission. ‘The eflect of the 
Bill in its original form would be to reserve 
to Persian nationals or firms the represen- 
tation in Persia of foreign firms; in the 
case of selling agencies or main distri- 
butors, the staff of such concerns could be 
either Persian or that of the exporting 
country, The Bill contained many other 
provisions which would render the existence 
of foreign traders somewhat precarious 
and would effectively preclude the entry of 
foreign capital. A memorandum was sent 
to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs speci- 
fying the grounds of objection of His 
Majesty's Government to this Bill, and 
similar representations were made by other 
diplomatic missions, including the United 
States Embassy. The Rill was amended by 
the Parliamentary Commission and sent 
back to the Minister of National Economy 





to be redrafted and submitted for disous- 
sion by the Majlis. 


Conditions in the Provinces 

9. Anxiety and uncertainty continued in 
Azerbaijan. The tendency of individual 
businessmen to wind up their activities in 
this exposed province and to carry them on 
elsewhere was as marked as it had been in 
the autumn, and no great progress was 
made in public works, Work was, however, 
continued on the construction of the rail- 
way between Tabriz and Mianeh, and the 
line between Mianeh and Tebran—which 
had been closed since the events af Decem- 
ber 1946—is now again in operation, 
Soviet propaganda in the army and by 
clandestine wireless transmissions from 
‘Trans-Caucasia continued to cause anxiety, 
and it is believed that the so-called Azer- 
baijan Revenge Party (the arrest of mem- 
bers of which was reported in my last 
Quarterly Report. for 1947) was under 
Russian inspiration and directed by a 
Soviet citizen. 

10. Tribal conditions in Southern Persia 
remain unchanged. Little progress was 
made in the disarmament of the Qashgai, 
and tension continued in the Bakhtiari 
country owing to discontent with the 
Governor, Abol Qassim. Matters were not, 
however, brought to a head owing largely 
to Abo! Qussim’s decision not to force the 
issue, and there ia some ground for the 
belief that, with the fall of the Quvam 
Government, this blackguard's term of 
office may soon come to an end. ‘The process 
of screening, at the camp near Khorrama: 
bad, of suspected pro-Soviet elements 
Arrested in the north continued rapidly, 
and by mid-January only about 100 of the 
Worst cases remained in the camp under 
detention. The others, numbering: about 
5,000, including a large proportion of 
women and children, were, with the excep- 
tion of some 300 young men taken for 
normal military service, distributed in 
towns in west and south-west Persia, where 
it is intended to find them employment 
Though no longer confined, they are to be 
kept under police surveillance. The dis. 
posal of further *‘doubtfal"* elements 
from Azerbaijan and elsewhere appears to 
be undecided. 


Foreign Affairs 

11, Relations with the Soviet Union con- 
tinued to be strained. Soviet propaganda 
Attacked Hakimi on his assumption of 
office, pointing out that his anti-Soviet atti- 
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tude during his former tenure of office had 
not been forgotten. Notwithstanding a 
report that the 5,000 émiyrés from Azer- 
baijan and Kurdistan, who took refuge in 
‘Trans-Caucasia during the last year, had 
been disbanded and removed to other parts 
of the Soviet Union, apprehension con- 
tinned to exist about Soviet. intentions in 
the spring. Such fears were enhanced 
when it became known that the Soviet 
Government’s note warning the Persian 
Government of the consequences of the re- 
jection by the Majlis in October of the 
Qavam-Sadchikov letters (eee my last 
Quarterly Report for 1947) was followed 
on 31st January by a further note protest 
ing against the presence of American mili- 
tary instructors and advisers in Persia, and 
stating that the Soviet Government. re- 
garded it as a breach of Persia's obliga 
tons under the 1921 treaty. 

12. One or two Left-wing Deputies and 
various writers of newspaper articles have 
demanded action against British interests, 
both in connexion with the A.1,0.C. con- 
cession and over the status of Bahrein. ‘The 
Bahrein agitation gradually gathored force 
during the month, and it became focussed 
round the appearance in Tehran of a self 
appointed Bahrein representative, one 
Abdullah Zirels, who had interviews with 
‘a number of Deputies, published various 
nowspaper articles, and urged that a 
Deputy for Bubrein should be appointed to 
the Majlis, At the end of the month a 
Private Members’ Bill, signed by twenty 
five Deputies, was tabled at the Majlis 
urging” the Government to assert 
sovereignty and take over the administra: 
tion of Bahrein, Tho usual attacks 0 
British and American policy were made in 
Majlis speeches and newspaper articles, 
and the visit during the House of Com 
mons rvcess of Mr. Anthony Eden to 
‘Tehran und the A.LO.C, areas was a 
fruitful field for irresponsible conjecture. 
‘The visit to the Persian Gulf ports and to 
Tehran of Admiral Palliser, Commander- 
in-Chief, East Indies, was, however, cor- 
rectly interpreted as a courtesy visit and 
was not exploited or misrepresented, 

13, An appeal was launched by certain 
interested parties on behalf of fellow- 
Muslims in Palestine and Pakistan. A 
movement for subscribing financial aid to 
the Palestine Arabs and Pakistan refugees 
was given some additional publicity when 
a large meeting was held, on 11th January, 
in the courtyard of the principal Tehran 
Mosque to hear addresses and appeals by 











religious leaders, ‘The movement was led 
by a Persian leader, Sheikh Ayatollah 
Kashani, and was supported by the 
Mullahs. There is no sign, however, that 
it was fomented or encouraged by the 
Government, and the organisers were at 
pains to emphasise the fact that they were 
not calling for any agitation against Jews 
resident in Persia, and that they dis- 
countenanced any suggestion of violence. 

14 After a long delay owing to the 
change of Government and the hold-up in 
the appointment of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, the Indian Ambassador, 
his Excellency Sayed Ali Zahir, presented 
his credentials on 26th January. 

15. The forthcoming transfer to Wash- 
ington of the American Ambassador, Mr. 
George Allen, was announced early in the 
month, and his farewell address to the 
Irano- Amorican Cultural Relations Society 
was the occasion for a considerable amount 


of newspaper comment on American policy. 
No decision was taken on the proposed 
United States credit of 10 million dollars 
for the purchase of military armaments, 
though discussion continued thronghout 
the month. The United States Govern- 
ment prolonged the period of option on this 
offer, first until Sth February and then 
until 26th February, and a Bill was sub- 
mitted to the Majlis on Ist February. 

16. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at Mos- 
cow and Bagdad; Air Headquarters, Iraq, 
through His Majesty’s Embassy, Bagdad; 
British Middle East Office, Cairo; the 
Political Intelligence Centre, Middle Enst, 
through British Middle Office; the 
United Kingdom High Commissioners at 
New Delhi and Karachi; and all His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia. 

T have, &. 
JOHN H, LE ROUGETEL. 
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PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
Monthly Report for February 1948 


Sir J. Le Rougetet to Mr, Bevin. 


(No. 70. Confidential) 
Sir, Tehran, 3rd March, 1948 
With reference to my despatch No, 87 
(Monthly Report for January), I have the 
honour to submit the following report on 
events in Persia during February 1948 
‘The principal development during the 
month was the exchange of notes between 
the Soviet and Persian Governments on the 
subject of the activity of the United States 
Military Mission in Persia, followed by the 
approval by the Majlis of the $10 million 
credit for the purchase of armaments in the 
United States, In internal affairs the 
position of the Government remained weak, 
and the general impression of inactivity 
continued, A minor sensation was caused 
by the murder in Tehran of a well-known 
journalist, Mohammed Massond. 


Foreign Affairs 

‘2. ‘The purpose of the Soviet note, dated 
Slat January, would seem to have been to 
obtain the expulsion of the United States 
Military Mission and to establish # treaty 
pretext for later intervention in Persian 
territory. It was also so timed as to 
influence the Majlis debate on the credit 
for the purpose of United States military 
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‘The note alleged that the 
activities of the mission, and various other 
strategic preparations which it stated were 


equipment. 


being made in Persian territory, constituted 
a threat to the frontiers of the Soviet Union 
and a violation of the Soviet-Persian Treaty 
of 1921. It called upon the Persian Govern 

ment to take immediate action to. put an 
end to this state of affairs, In their reply, 
dated 4th February, the Persian Govern- 

ment rejected as unfounded the accusations 
of strategic preparations against Russia, 
‘and disapproved the various allegations one 
by one: they maintained that the Soviet 
note represented interference with Persian 
internal affairs, and stated that the employ- 
ment of American advisers for the Persian 
army had no relation to the situation 
envisaged in the 1921 treaty and was in no 
way contrary to it. On the other hand, 
the Persian reply stated that Soviet activity 
in giving asylum to and encouraging the 
Azerbaijan rebels and the Barzani Kurds 
did constitute a violation of article 5 of the 
treaty, and called upon the Soviet Govern- 
ment to terminate these unfriendly activi- 
ties on Soviet territory against the security 
of Persia. The diplomatic exchange ter- 
minated with this note, in spite of 





rumours—which proved to be unfounded— 
that the Soviet Embassy sent a further note 
towards the end of the month 

3. The United States Ambassador, Mr. 
George Allen, who left Persia during the 
month on his appointment to Washington, 
issued a statement on 4th Febroary in the 
form of a farewell address to the Persian 
Press Association, pointing out that the 
Soviet note seemed an obvious attempt to 
exert influence in a matter then before the 
Majlis, and was objectionable in that it 
included misstatements of fact and finished 
with an implied threat. He emphasised 
that the American advisers would not 
remain in Persia for one moment longer 
than the Persian Government wished them 
to stay, and that the United States interest 
in the matter was limited to two things—the 
desire that Persia should spend its money 
in a way which would he to its own best 
advantage, and that Persia shoald remain 
entirely free to make its own choice 
unhampered by threats or monaces. ‘The 
statement that the continuancs of United 
States military advisers in Persin was 
purely a matter for the Pe 
ment to decide was also repeated in th 
form of an official note went by the Unite 
States embassy to the Persian Government, 
the substance of which was released to the 
press towards the end of the month, This 
note also referred to the United States 
Gendarmerie Mission and enquired whether 
or not it was the wish of the Persian 
Government that this mission should 
remain 

4. In spite of the Soviet Government's 
attempt to exert diplomatic pressure, the 

‘on 17th February, by 79 votes to 6, 

passed the Bill approving the credits for 
United States armaments. The amount of 
theso credits, which bad originally been 
30 million dollars, was reduced in the Bill 
as finally submitted to the Majlis to 
10 million dollars only—8} million dollars 
for the army and 3} million dollars for the 
police and gendarmerie. These credits will 
be used solely in the purchase of the arms 
and equipment in situ in the United States 
the arrangements for the payment of pac! 
ing, transport and other charges are not yet 
lear, since the Bill stipulates that these 
are to be defrayed in the United States and 
repaid in a similar manner to the credits 
for the actual purchase. It is unlikely that 
such an arrangement could be carried out 
in the United States without special con- 
Sessional approval. 
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5. The prevalent feeling in the country 
is one of apprelicnsion about possible 
Rossian action later in the year. It is 
conjectured that Rnssian action might take 
the form of the infiltration of hostile 
elements and threats to public security, 
both in the Northern Provinces and in 
other tribal areas, ‘The return of the 
‘Azerbaijan Democrats and of the Barzani 
Kurds, with Russian support, is generally 
feared, and there is some evidence of recent 
Russian attempts to contact the Mubajjirs, 
who, after screening in a concentration 
camp, have been distributed throughout 
South-West Persia (see report for January, 
paragraph 10) and even us far cast as 
Shiraz, and to cause unrest among the 
Qushgai. ‘The Tudeh Party hus also been 
reorganising and increasing its activities 
in different parts of the country in the 
course of the last few months (see para- 
graph 16 below). ‘The Persian military 
authorities, who have sent reinforcements 
to the Northern Provinces, are believed to 
be training and arming levies raised among 
certain tribes in the North wx a further 
measure of defence. 

6. On 18th February Alfred Holland, the 
correspondent of The Timer in Persia, was 
requested by the Persian Government to 
eave the country. Although no official 
statement has been published, the Persian 
Government took exception to a message 
which Mr. Holland had telegraphed to his 
paper. He admitted the indiscreet nature 
of the message, which was not, of course, 
published by The Times, ‘The Persian 
Government extended the date by which 
Mr. Holland was required to leave Peraia, 
but would not agree to reverse the 
decision, Mr. Holland left Persia on 23rd 
February. 

7, The newly appointed 
Ambassador, Assal Bey, presented 
letters of credence to the Shab on 26th 
February. ‘The Ttalian Ambassador, M. 
Rossi Longhi, also presented new lettors 
on the raising of the status of his mission 
from legation to embassy 


Interna! Situation 

S The Government have continued to 
give an impression of inactivity and wenk- 
ness, and rumours persist that it will 
shortly fall or be reconstituted. Several 
important posts in the provinces became 
vacant through the recall of the former 
Governors-General, and there was some 
delay in the appointment of successors. 
The Persian Minister at Stockholm, Mr. 

¢ 











Kazimi, was appointed Foreign Minister 
early in the month, but there was no news 
of his return to Tehran. No progress was 
made with the Seven-Year Plan of economic 
development (see January report, para- 
graph 3), and the Prime Minister has not 
yet made any statement defining his attitude 
‘towards this project. Practically the onk 
oaliye omaenty was tbe putes isco 
the Majlis of a Bill supplementary to ti 
Compulsory Edueation Law which, though 
it was passed four years ago, has remained 
largely ineffective. ‘The Bill requires 
monicipalities and local land-owners to 
contribute to the cost of new schools. 

9. The assassination in Tehran on 12th 
February of Mohammed Massoud, editor of 
the newspaper Mard-e-Emruz, gave rise to 
considerable agitation and. sensational 
rumours of plots against the liberty of the 
press. An independent journalist of 

Liberal views, he hind been a declared enemy 
of Quvam_¢s Saltanch, who suspended his 
per and caused go into, hiding. 
fecently he had been taking a leading part 
in tho agitation against the reintroduction 
of the voil for women, for which certain 
religious bodies had been pressing. His 
‘own newspaper, the day after the assasxina. 
tion, attributed his death to his opposition 
to the voil which, it said, had led to various 
threatening letters being sent. to him. ‘The 
funcral was made the occasion, for demon: 
strations and speeches, and the whole 
incident was used by newspapers of the 
Loft. ax an opportunity to draw attention 
to the dangers of « possible threat to civil 
liberties, of political terrorism, and even 
of dictatorship. The assassin eluded arrest 
and the agitation, which was not placated 
by the immediate resignation of the Chief 
of Police, resulted in an interpellation of 
the Government in the Majlis on 24th-25th 
} a vote resulted in the Govern- 
obtaining the narrow (absolute) 
majority of 55 to 4.with 43 abstentions. The 
number of abstentions was widely regarded 
‘as a proof of the instability of the Govern: 
ment, whose carly fall was expected, 

10. The charges against Sayed Ali 
Sobeili, who was Prime Minister at the time 
of the Tehran Conference, of interference 
in the 1943 elections and other abuses, were 
heard in the Criminal Court in the course 
of the month, the trial ending in. his 
acquittal, As a leading politician he now 
re-enters the field as a possible candidate 
for office. There are also a number of other 
names which have been mentioned as pos- 
sible members of a new Cabinet to succeed 


that of Hakimi. It is, however, also 
possible that Mr. Hakimi will remain in 
power after widening the base of his 
Government by the inclusion of new 
Ministers 
11. The Council of Ministers recently 
spprored new exchange control regulations 
which stipulate, inter alia, that 40 per cent, 
of the import quota shall be allocated to 
importers for Tehran and 60 per cent, for 
the provinces. The issue of the new regula- 
tions, which do not differ materially from 
those previously in force, brings to an end 
fa period extending over several months, 
during which, owing to the controversy 
1 policy (particularly in the 
ion issue), no foreign exchange at 
the official rate has been sold to importers. 
12, The Foreign Traders’ Bill has heen 
redrafted by the Parliamentary Commis- 
sion, but it still remains open to objection, 
‘The original draft contained a provision 
preventing non-Persian merchants from 
representing foreign firms. This clanse 
has been removed, but is replaced by another 
preventing foreign merchants from im- 
Porting. the Bill came up for discussion 
before the Majlis, but was talked out 
through lack of a quorum. Feeling in the 
Majlis is, however, very strongly in favour 
of the introduction of the Bill, and it is 
probable that another attempt will be made 
In the near future to have it passed 


Conditions in the Provinces 

18, Considerable anxiety continued about 
the bread situation and, in spite of the fact 
that the drought has at last broken and 
resulted in rain and snowfalls in various 
parts of the country, the rainfall for this 
Winter is far below the average. ‘There was 
& public demonstration at Qum on 7th 
February owing to the shortage of bread, 
which resulted in riots and the looting of 
shops. ‘The police were obliged to fire on 
the crowd, killing one man and wounding 
another, ‘There were also demonstrations 
at Zenjan resulting in disturbances and the 
closing of shops. Apprehension of a future 
shoftage of bread was aso reported among 
the Lahuni tribe near Kermanshah in the 
West, and at Zabul in the East of Persia, 
where shortage of water in the Helmand 
River is expected to limit agriculture in 
1948 as it did im 1947. 

14. In general, however, the shortages 
which have already occurred appear to have 
been due to faulty organisation rather than 
to any crisis in supply, and prospects for 
the months up to the 1948 harvest are not, 
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in fact, as alarming as it was at one time 
feared. Considerable stocks are held, 
particularly in Eastern and North-Eastern 
Persia, which, if they are not boarded, 
should prove sufficient for the coming 
Harvest prospects in the Meshed 
area are thought to be good; they are 
normal in West Persia and in the Shiraz 
district, where there is expected to be a 
considerable surplus if further rainfall 
cours. The rise of grain prices during the 
last few months has, however, given the 
Government some cause for anxiety, and the 
question is much in the public mind. A 
Sovernment decree was issued during the 
month exempting imported grain from all 
duty or customs charges. Consignments 
of grain were also sent urgently to pro 
vinces where prices had risen most alarm- 
ingly, particularly to Khuzistan, and had 
an immediate effect on prices. One of the 
causes contributing to anxiety about the 
‘grain position is that, owing to the shortage 
of wheat in Iraq, prices in that country 
have risen to nearly four tithes those in 
Persia, and this has led to wholesale 
smuggling 
15, The shortage of wheat has caused 
difficulty for the Anglo-Tranian Oil Com 
pany, who have continued to supply flour 
to their workers at the standard price in 
spite of the increase elsewhere, and have 


refore had to face a very heavily 


increased demand. As stocks were 
dangerously low, diplomatic representa 
tions were made to the Persian Government 
to obtain an additional 1,000 tons of wheat 
and 1,000 tons of barley over and above the 
amounts already delivered. This will cover 
the company’s needs to the end of Ap 
and leave them with less than a month's 
Stock at the present rate of consumption. 
After that, and until the Persian harvest 
in August, the situation will be extremely 
grave unless grain is made available from 
abroad. 

16. There were further <igns of renewed 
Tudeh activities at Abadan, and five mem- 
bers of the Central Branch of the party are 
reported to have left Tehran for that dis- 
trict, A Tudeh agent named Borasjani has 
been active at Abadan distributing propa- 
d funds. The Tudeh Party may 
also have been connected with the strike of 
fone shift at the refinery on 3rd February 
when 600 men refused to go to work. ‘The 
strike is believed to have been due partly 
to the high cost of living and reports of an 
impending scarcity of bread, and partly to 
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a romour spread by agitators that the com- 
pany would deduct 60 rials per month from 
the men’s wages in order to pay for the new 
bus service. 

17. Conditions in the Balchtiari country 
remained quiet. ‘The unpopular Governor, 
‘Abol Qassim, was dismissed at the end of 
January, the co-Governor, Manuchehr, 
being | temporarily vested with sole 
authority. Though summoned to Tehran, 
Abol Qassim has remained in the Bakh- 
tiari country, apparently owing to his fear 
of arrest and imprisonment; while he 
remains there he continues to be a source 
of discontent and potential trouble 

18, The competition from imported. 
foreign cloth and second-hand clothing has 
hit the textile industry at Isfahan, where 
the mills are having difficulty in disposing 
of their output and owners are threatening 
to dismiss lange numbers of workers. In 
consequence, some headway has been made 
in the publicity campaign, led by the 
Government and members of the Royal 
Family, for the use of home-produced cloth 
for all official purposes, uniforms for the 
forces and for Government servants. 

19. At Resht, the capital of Gilan, the 
Democrat Party headquarters were burned 
down by a mysterious fire which broke out 
fon 4th February. The fire was commonly 
thought to be the result of arson, and it is, 
attributed to Tudeh elements acting in con: 
nivance with two brothers who had been 
appointed by Qavam as the heads of the 
Democrat Party in Gilan and were per- 
sonally embittered by developments within 
the party since Qavam's fall from power 
Tt was suggested that the Tudeh Party were 
interested in the destruction of certain 
records which had been locked up in the 
bnilding since it was taken over by the 
Democrat Party from the Tadeh Party. 
‘The police were said to have decided to 
‘open this room and examine its contents on 
7th February. 

20. Tam sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow and Bagdad; Air 
Headquarters (Iraq) through His Majesty's 
Embassy, Bagdad; British Middle Enst 

. Cairo; Political Intelligence Centre, 
Middle East, through BME.O.; the 
United Kingdom High Commissioners at 
Karachi and New Delhi; and all His 
Majesty's consular officers in Persia. 

Thave, &e. 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL, 
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vERSIA: PROCEEDINGS OF MAJLIS 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin 


86, Confidential) Tehran, 
ir, 15th March, 1948. 

With the termination of the Persian year 
at the end of this week, the Majlis will have 
been. in session for eight months. In 
accordance with established practice, the 
first two months were devoted to the 
scrutiny of Deputies’ election mandates, 
but by the end of October the Chamber had, 
with only one dissentient voice, rejected the 
proposed Soviet Oil Agreement, on which 
all thoughts had been focussed since the 
beginning of the year. Having said “no " 
in this very positive way, it then settled 
down to its normal state of lethargy and 
to. the obstruction of any constructive 
policy. 

2, Tt is, of course, impossible to assess 
tho value of the Majlis upon the basis of 
Western parliamentary practice. The 
Chamber meets on an average four times a 
week, and the meetings themselves seldom 
Jast much longer than two hours; nor is the 
beut use mado of this limited time to pass 
legislation, The former Prime Minister, 
Qavam-us-Saltanch, realised that no 
Government would be able to get measures 
speedily adopted by the Chamber unlees it 
was eupported by a disciplined party and 
possoused a majority of about two-thirds of 
the Chamber. His creation of the Demo- 
rat Party went some way to achieve thin 
result, but since the fall of Qayam and the 
aplit in the Democrat Party, the Majlis 
has reverted to its old stato and ia com 
posed of several loose-knit: factions around 
which gravitate a number of independent 
members. In this condition itis practically 
impossible for the Majlis to conduct any 
business except on matters on which there 
is almost complote unanimity of opinion 
Tho rule that no debate may take place in 
the absence of a quorum consisting of two- 
thirds of the number of Deputies prevent 
in ‘Tehran gives infinite scope for delaying 
and filibustoring tactics, while the further 
requirement that a quorum of three- 
quarters is necessary for a vote to be taken 
enables a minority of one-quarter to 
obstruct any positive action, Debates on 
important measures are frequently brought 
to an end by Members withdrawing from 
the House and thus breaking the quorum. 
Again, this technique is frequently adopted 
when it is desired to prevent a division 
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3, In consequence, practically the only 
major measures which have been enacted 
since October have heen the vote on the 
North Persian il question (see my 
despatch No. 430 of 29th October, 1947) on 
‘22nd October, 1947, and the law authorising 
the purchase of military stores in the 
United States, on 17th February 
(reported in my despatch No. 70 of 3rd 
March, 1948). Minor measures have also 
been passed approving an increase in the 
salaries of Deputies (a proposal to which, 
for obvious reasons, there was little 
opposition) and of certain Government 
employees, and a law for the enforcement 
of & measure passed several years ago for 
the expansion of compulsory primary 
education, 

4. A comprehensive budget for the new 
financial year, beginning on 22nd March, 
1948, has not yet been presented to the 
House. For some weeks there wax not even 
budgetary provision for current expendi- 
ture until the Government belatedly passed, 
on 22nd January, a provisional Budget 
Law authorising expenditure to continue at 
the 1947 rate up to the end of the current 
year, 21st March 

5. Unless proposed under a procedure of 
urgency, or double urgency, draft laws 
prevented by Ministers are at once passed 
to a Standing Committee of the Chamber. 
‘There they often remain forgotten and are 
not heard of again for many months. 
Mensures which have been dealt with in 
thin way since October 1947 are the 
following »— 


Press Law. 

Law Regulating Foreigners Trading in 
Persia 

Law for the Reorganisation of the 
Ministry of Health 

Law for the Improved Control of Judi- 
cial Appointments. 


6. This represents the total of the work 
done since the Majlis was opened in July. 
A large amount of its time was also spent 
on the process of the verification of 
Members’ election mandates—a process 
which, in fact, made it incapable of passing 
any legislation much before the middle of 
October, and gave ample scope for every 





sort of personal intrigue and bickering. 
The rest of its time has been devoted to 
irrelevant speeches ranging over every 
Possible subject in the absence of any fixed 
Programme of business. It is left to the 
discretion of the President to decide what 
question shall be before the Chamber at any 
given moment, a tradition which itself 
gives further scope for lobbying and 
Intrigue. It is, therefore, frequently 
impossible to foretell when any urgent 
measure, which is theoretically before the 
Chamber, will be debated. The personal 
discipline of the Deputies is frequently 
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deplorable, and on various occasions in the 
last months altercations and personal 
bickerings in the conrse of debate have 
resulted in the Chamber breaking up in 
confusion while Deputies clinched matters 
under debate by_an exchange of blows on 
the floor of the House, 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Washing- 
ton, and to the British Middle East Office, 
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No. 9 


PERSO-AFGHAN DISPUTE OVER THE RIVER HELMAND 
(Wire Mar] 


1, Area of Seistan 

Seistan is the area at the southern end 
of the Perso-Afghan frontier where the 
River Helmand debouches through its 
delta into the Haman or lake. ‘* With the 
exception of the tract at the mouth of the 
Khash Rud round Chakhansur in Afghan 
Seistan, Seistan ix synonymous with the 
delta of the Helmand river and depends 
entirely upon rr for its cultivation 
and irrigation.”"(') Sir F, Goldsmid, in 
giving his award in 1872, stated ‘* as the 
Seistan of the present day is not the 
separate Principality of the past, and it 
is essential to a due appreciation of the 
Claims that the parts in possession of either 
side should be intelligibly defined, I revert 
to a territorial division which has 
appeared to me convenient and. appro- 
priate. By this arrangement the rich tract 
of country which the Hamun on three of 
its sides and the Helmand on the fourth 
cause to resemble an island is designated 
*Seistan proper’: whereas the district of 
Chakbansur and the lands of the Helmand 
above the band and Seistan Desert are 
known as ‘ outer Seistan.’ " 

For the purpose of studying the water 
dispute it 1s unnecessary to try to define 
Seistan more exactly, Goldsmid’s Seistan 
proper is the Persian Seistan relevant to 
the dispute, while his outer Seistan is 
Afghan Seistan, consisting of the provinces 
of Chakhansur and Kaleh-i-Fateh, the 
latter being that part of the populated area 
around the river above the band-i-Seistan 
at Kohuk, where the Perso-Afghan 
frontier leaves the Helmand and travels 


southewestwards to Kohsi-Malik Siah. 
‘The only other point which might be of 
importance for definition is the distance 
up the Helmand to which Seistan extends; 
this is given in the McMahon Award as 
Bandar-i-Kamal Khan. ‘he same source 
puts the eastern boundary of Chakhansur 
at Haleli on the Khash Rud. 


2, Population of Seistan 

‘There were said by the McMahon 
investigators to bein the areas defined 
above rather more than 200,000 inhabitants: 
of which roughly two-thirds lived in Per- 
sian and one-third in Afghan Seistan, As 
for their race ‘the country, both Persian 
and Afghan Seistan, is s0 far homogeneous 
as to be on both sides the same confused 
medley of heterogeneous races and tribes 
of Iranian, Aryan, later Persian, Arab, 
Scythian, Parthian, Turkish, Baluch, 
Brahui and Afghan origins. ‘The last 


named even in Afghan Seistan is repre- 
sented by but a very’ small and unimportant 


scattered ) Sir Henry 
Rawlinson states that “ the true Seistanis 
are Persians of the purest Aryan type. In 
fact the only true representatives of the 
old Aryan race probably to be found in 
Persia are the Seistanis and the Jamshidis 
of Herat.” “While nature, by cutting 
off Seistan from the rest of the world by 
wide and waterless deserts has done much 
to ensure the preservation intact of its old 
aboriginal races, yet the fertility and 

it this Seistan oasis, by 


") Report of tho Perso-Afghin Arbitration Commission, 1902-06 (MeMahon Report 
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invaders into the country, has led to this 
present conglomeration of different races, 
each left in their turn in Seistan by the 
receding tide of conquest.”(') 


8, The River Helmand 

‘The river Helmand, on the waters of 
which the inhabitants of Seistan depend 
for theit subsistence, rises in central 
Afghanistan and flows westwards through 
Afghanistan for the whole of its course of 
some 350 miles until it reaches the 
beginning of its present-day delta at 
Kohuk, where the band-i-Seistan is placed. 
At this point the Persian frontier reaches 
it from the south-west. At this point too 
the main tributary channel, the Rud-i- 
Seistan, branches off westwards and flows 
into the Hamun through Persian Seistan. 
‘This is the most important stream for the 
irrigation of Persian Scistan, and the band 
(barrier or dam made of tamarisk wood) 
has in the past been rebuilt each year at 
its junction with the main stream, in order 
to control the waters for irrigation. When 
Goldsmid fixed the international boundary 
north of this point in 1872 he defined it as 
running along the bed of the main stream 
to the limit of the Nizar (the reed-covered 
and annually flooded area above the 
permanent waters of the Hamun). At that 
time the main. stream was the channel 
which is now called the Rud-i-Sikhsar, but 
after the floods of 1896 the river changed 
its course and the main stream began to 
flow along the Rud-i-Parian, which is 
marked on modern maps as the main bed 
of the Helmand to the Hamun. In 1940 
H.M. Vice-Consnl at Zabul reported that 
all evidence suggested that after the next 
year of big floods the river would change 
its main stream again, probably to. the 
Rudi-Seistan, which was already deeper 
than the Rud-i-Pariun, though many 
Scistanis thought that it would break ont 
eastwards into Afghan Seistan, There is 
no report of this actually having happened 
yet 
“It appears that, owing to the accumula~ 
tion of silt, the river tends to change its 
main bed in the delta at fairly regular 
intervals of roughly sixty years, flooding 
new areas and thereby ruining cultivable 
land, while drying up other previonsly 
irrigated areas and causing them to become 
desert. Thus the change of 1896 caused 
considerable damage to the province of 
Chakhansur, and the Sikhsar, instead of 


being the main stream, is now the first to 
dry up in times of drought, as its bed is 
higher than that of the other tributaries. 
The McMahon Award states “I cannot 
close this award without a word of warning 
to both countries concerned. ‘The past his- 
tory of the Helmand river in Seistan shows 
that it bas always been subject to sudden 
and important changes in its course which 
have from time to time diverted the whole 
river into a new channel and rendered 
tuseless all the then existing canal systems." 


4, The Goldsmid Award 

‘The object of the Goldsmid Mission of 
1872 was to give an arbitral opinion about 
the claims of both Persia and Afghanistan 
to the possession of Seistan. From early 
times Seistan had been connected with 
Persia: “ancient association, together 
with the religion, language and perhaps 
the habits of the people of Seistan proper 
render the annexation of that tract to 
Persia by no means a strange or an un 
natural measure,”() But Ahmed Shab, 
the creator of the short-lived Afghan 
Empire of the mid-eighteenth century, had 
ocoupied Seistan, and thereafter it had 
been considered’ part of Afghanistan, 
though since the beginning of the 19th 
century little control was exercised by 
the Afghan Government in the area. A 
few years previous to the Goldsmid 
Mission it had been occupied by Persian 
troops-andia Persian Governor appointed, 
at a time when Afghanistan was too pre- 
‘ocoupied with internal troubles to be able 
to resist. It was under these circumstances 
that Goldsmid examined the question at 
the request of Persia (who invoked the 
1887 Treaty with Britain by which she 
engaged to refer disputes with Afghani- 
stan to the British Government for adjust: 


ment and not to take up arms unless this 
method of settlement failed). Goldsmid in 
his Award compromised by dividing 


placing the —Perso-Afghan 
in the delta area along the bed 
stream (as it then was), the 
hsar giving ‘‘Seistan proper "’ 
ia and ‘Outer Seistan'’ to 
Afghanistan, The boundary which he 
defined remains the international frontier 
to-day. 

Appeals were made against this Award 
by both Persia and Afghanistan to HM. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, but 
ultimately each country accepted it. Tt is 


Seistan, 


(0) Report of the Perso-Afghan Arbitration Comission, 1902-08 (MeMabon Report). 


() The Goldsmid Award. 





now considered by both parties to the dis- 
pute to be the only valid document defining 
Perso-Afghan relations in Seistan. 

By thus defining the boundary the 
Goldamid Award gave rise to the water 
dispute, which could not have existed 
between Persia and Afghanistan as such 
before the partitioning of Seistan took 
place. ‘The Goldsmid Award mentions the 
Question of irrigation only shortly and 
almost as an afterthought in one sentence 
at the end; “it is moreover to be well 
Understood that no works are to be carried 
out on either side calculated to interfere 
With the requisite supply of water for 
irrigation on both banks of the Helmand.”” 
A clarification of this statement was asked 
for by the Afghan envoy, and the opinion 
of the Indian Government, which was con- 
firmed by Lord Granville (the Foreign 
Secretary), was that ‘the clause in the 
Award referred to could not be understood 
Ae applying either to existing canals or to 
such old and disused canals as the Afghan 
Government might wish to put into proper 
repair, nor could it interfere with the 
execution of new canals, provided the 
Fequisite supply of water for irrigation on 
the Persian side was not diminished.” 
These statements have an important bear- 
ing on the issues of the present dispute. 


5. The McMahon Award 

The disputes over the question of water 
for irrigation which arose after the 
Goldsmid Award were for many years 
capable of local settlement, In 1896, after 
severe floods, the Helmand changed its main 
stream from the Sikhsar to the Pariun 
channel, and perhaps because of this, the 
differences between the two countries 
becoming more acrimonious, the British 
Government was asked to arbitrate in 1902 
owing to the abnormal deficiency of water 
in that year, when the main stream dried 
Up altogether. 

McMahon states that “the condition 
under which the present arbitration has 
been agreed to by the Governments of 
Persia and Afghanistan is that the award 
should be in accordance with the terms of 
Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award. In 
framing my award I am, therefore, 
Festeicted by the above condition.” 
McMahon's first task was to define the 
boundary. He demarcated with pillars the 
whole of its course through Seistan from 
Kob-i-Malik Siah to the Siah Koh, and 
this part of his Award was accepted by 
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both the Persian and the Afghan Govern- 
ments. In 1905 he delivered his irrigation 
Award; this met a different fate. The 
important passages of the Award are as 
follows :— 

“Clause IT: The amount of water 
requisite for irrigation of Persian lands 
irrigable from and below the Band-i- 
Kohuk is one-third of the whole volume 
of the Helmand river which enters 
Seistan.”” 


Seistan, to which Sir Frederick Gold- 
smid’s Award applies, comprises all lands 
on both banks of the Helmand from 
Bandar-i-Kamal Khan downwards 


“Clanse TI: Persia is therefore 
entitled to one-third of the whole 
Helmand river calculated at the point 
where water is first taken off from it to 
irrigate lands on either bank situated 
below Bandar-i-Kamal Khan. 

“Clanse IV: Any irrigation works 
constructed by Afghanistan to divert 
water into Seistan lands, as above 
defined, must allow of at least one-third 
of the ‘volume of the whole river being 
available for Persian use at Band-i- 

Kohnk.""() 

The Afghan Government. accepted the 
award except the clause which provided 
for a permanent British irrigation officer 
to arbitrate in local disputes. ‘The Persian 
Government, however, rejected it entirely, 
stating that it did not follow the Goldsmid 
Award, but only the interpretation of it 
which the British Foreign Office put. upon 
it. HM. Government asked the Persian 
Government to state a reasoned appeal if 
they refused to accept it, as they themselves 
had asked for arbitration and were not 
justified in repudiating it because it suited 
them to do so. No such appeal was 
received, and the Award is assumed to have 
Japsed—at least. no. British irrigation 
officer was despatched to Seistan to art 
trate—and the Persian Government held 
and have since held the view that the only 
document by which they are bound is the 
Goldsmid. Award. 


6. Subsequent History 

In spite of the fate of the McMahon 
Award, the Helmand question did. not 
again become internationally prominent 
for over thirty years. It appears that dis- 
putes were capable of direct settlement by 
Persians and Afghans, and in the 1930s 
the Afghan Government offered voluntarily 


‘The same, of course, ax tandd-Seistan, 
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to increase the share allotted to Persia by 
McMahon from one-third to one-half of 
the waters of the river at Bandar-i-Kamal 
Khan, an offer which was eventually em- 
bodied in the Agreement of the 26th 
January, 1939, signed at Kabul by the 
Persian Ambassador and the Afghan 
Foreign Minister. The Agreement, how- 
ever, was not ratified by Afghanistan and 
consequently lapsed. 

‘The failure to ratify was due to a new 
element—the question of the use of the 
waters of the upper Helmand outside 
Seistan by Afghanistan. In 1937 a canal 
was begun under the supervision of 
German, and later Japanese, engineers, on 
the upper Helmand in the neighbourhood 
of Girishk; its object was to supply irri- 
gation to & large tract of Iand in that 
neighbourhood. hore is no evidence that 
the waters of the upper Helmand had been 

i before thus time in the digpates 
about Seistan, which had been confined to 
complaining of water drawn off the Hel- 
mand by one party or the other inside 
Seistan. ‘The question of works con- 
structed in Afghanistan far away from 
Seistan ix almost a separate one from that 
of the division of the waters of the Hel- 
mand inside Seistan, but now it is this 
tan's right to use the 


question of Afgha 
waters of the upper Felmand ax she thinks 
fit’ which forms the substance of the 
dixpate, 

his ix woll illustrated by the grounds 


on which the 1980 Agreement was rejected 
by Afghanistan, ‘The Agreement itself 
was accepted, but in an annex to it the 
Afghan Government were asked to declare 
that they “have no object nor intention 
whatsoever to interfere with the supply of 
water to Seistan and therefore will. not 
allow any action which may result ina 
reduction of the share of Persia from Band- 
i-Kamal Khan(') (as specified in Section 1 
of the Agreement) that would eanse damage 
and loss to the agriculture and irrigation of 
Seistan,”” (Section 1 stated that "any 
quantity of water reaching Band-i-Kamal 
Khan every year may be distributed equally 
between Afghanistan and Persia after 
Band-i-Kamal Kha 

By rejecting the annex Afghanistan 
made it clear that she was not going to 
accept any provision which might give the 

(), Baud-4-Kamal. Khan maybe nother form af 
Bandar-Kamal Khan; on she othee hand, as Raat 
Khun is the marae ofa local notable which hs heen 
tiven to several places, it may refor to, another 


place. Tho map gives a place called. ‘* Kamal 
Khan "in the neighbourhood of Rudhor. 


Persian Government grounds for inter- 
fering with works on the upper Helmand. 
Persia, in proposing the annex, refused to 
accept the Agreement without it, and 
showed that she was seriously alarmed 
about the eflect which projects on the upper 
Helmand would have on the water supply 
of Seistan. Her alarm might be justified, 
but ignorance (due in part to the Afghan 
Government's refusal to allow the Persians 
even to see what they were doing) coupled 
with the 1946 and 1947 droughts gave rise 
to. the wildest accusations against the 
Afghan Government by Persians. 


7. Atghanistan's Obligations to the Upper 
Helmand 


As the Goldsmid Award is the only 
authority which both the Persian and 
Afghan Governments acknowledge, it may 
be worth while to return to it to see exactly 
what its provisions were. The point whic! 
does not appear to have been elucidated is 
whether the Award is intended to refer 
to Seistan only or to any area of Persia or 
Afghanistan which may be relevant, It 
states that ‘* no works are to be carried out 
on either aide calculated to interfere with 
the requisite supply of water for irrigation 
on both banks of the Helmand,” ‘The 
Persian Government have quite clearly in- 

preted "on cither side” to mean on 
either side of the frontier, é¢., including 
in its provisions the whole length of the 
Helmand river. A US. Department of 
State memorandum of the 24th October, 
1947, assumes without argument that this 
is what was intended, and states that 
“well aware that the Afghans would 
acquiesce very reluctantly to the boundary 
award, Goldsmid inserted the provision 
regarding water supply to prevent the 
‘Afghans from cutting off the flow of water 
to Seistan and thereby making the area a 
desert.” It is possible that the Afghan 
Government too take this view of their obli- 
gations, for there is no evidence to show 
that they dispute it. On the other hand, 
Goldsinid was instructed to examine 
Seistan and to give an arbitral opinion 
about it That his arbitration was con- 
fined to Seistan is stated explicitly in the 
McMahon Award—" Seistan, to which Sir 
Frederick Goldsmid’s Award applies, com- 
prises all lands on both banks of the Hel- 
mand from Bandar-i-Kamal Khan down- 
wards.” There is no evidence that the 
question of Afghan interference with the 
waters of the Helmand outside Seistan was 


ever raised until after the Girishk Canal 
Project was started in 1937. 


8. Projects on the Upper Helmand 

The canal projected in the neighbour- 
hood ‘of GirKhk, sometimes known as the 
Boghra Canal, has in fact not yet been 
finished. The original scheme was for a 
‘canal some 70 to 80 miles long with a diver 
sion dam and. hydro-electric works at its 
head. By March 1947 only 16 miles had 
been dug. The war put a stop to its con- 
struction, but it has since been restarted 
by the American Morrison-Knudsen 
Engineering Company which is under- 
taking development work for the Afghan 
Government, The American adviser to 
the Afghan Government, Mr. Alexander, 
Strongly disapproved of the continuation 
of the canal, both because the land which 
it would irrigate was not sufficiently fertile 
to justify its construction (in any case far 
less fertile than the Afghan Seistan Pro- 
¥ince of Chakhansur), and also becanse the 
minimum flow of water necessary for the 
hydro-electric project and for irrigation 
could not be guaranteed in dry years with: 
‘out the construction of a large storage dam 
further up the river to regulate the flow. 
‘The canal scheme has not, however, been 
abandoned, and an ideal site for an up- 


ion—rather than of the canal 

was recommended by Mr. Alexander, 
Whether it will eventually be built, and 
when, are points which are not yet settled, 
But it is quite clear that the Afghan Gov- 
ernment are bent on some sort of develop- 
ment in the upper reaches of the Helmand. 

‘The Afghan Government have mai 

tained that, although they reserve the right: 
to construct what works they think fit on 
the upper Helmand, yet their interest in 
the welfare of Seistan is as great as that 
of Persia—indeed greater, because Afghan 
Seistan is larger, though less developed, 
than Persian Seistan and is capable of 
more development (the McMahon Report 
Rives the ratio of cultivated land in Per- 
sian Seistan compared with Afghan 
Seistan as 4 to 1, but states that with suit- 
able irrigation works the area under culti- 
vation in Afghan Seistan could actually 
exceed that of Persian Seistan); moreover, 
in years of drought, such as 1946 and 1947, 
the Sikhsar channel, which provides water 
for Chakhansur, is the first te dry up and 
fghan Seistanis the frst to suffer. 

‘The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs 
has also stated that if the Boghra Canal 
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took all the water of the Helmand from the 
river and returned none, it would make no 
diffrence othe supply of water at Bandar. 
i-Kamal Khan, as the chief constituents of 
the river flowed into the main stream from 
the Arghandab Rud at a point lower down 
than Cirishk. ‘The Afghan Government 
offered to guarantee a supply of water 
requisite for the needs of Seistan, in 
accordance with the terms of the Goldsmid 
‘Award (the explanation of the Award 
given by the British Foreign Secretary 
Glearly gave Afghanistan the right to con- 
struct new canals provided that their con- 
struction did not interfere with the supply 
of water requisite for Persian Seistan). 
‘They therefore suggested a Perso-Afghan 
Coumission. to visit Persian Seistan 
to decide what the requisite water 
supply should be, This, needless to say, 
the Persian Government refused to allow, 
since not only would it constitute an inter- 
forence in Persia's internal affairs (of the 
same type as inspection of works on the 
upper Helmand. would be Persian inter- 
ference in Afghan internal affairs), but 
also because the amount of land under cul- 
tivation at aay tine js no indication (par 
ticularly in a time of drought) of the land 
which can be cultivated, nor of possible 
development. The Afghan. Government 
also pointed out—what has heen pointed 
out many times before—that Seistan nor: 
mally suffered from excess, not deficiency of 
water, and that floods did far more damage 
to land and crops than drought; and that 
the construction of headworks would help 
to rogulate the supply of water, and hence 
imptove the condition of Persian Sei 

(if the argument that a canal at Girishk 
would make no difference to the flow of 
water into Seistan is accepted, itis difficult: 
to see how headworks at a considerable 
distance upstream from Girishk could regu- 
late the flaw in Seistan). 


9. The Present Position 

Tt became clear in the autumn of 1947 
that, while both parties to the dispute are 
anxious for a settlement, no further pro- 
gress can be reached by direot negotiation, 
as neither side is willing to allow the other 
even inspection, let alone partial control, of 
its portion of the Helmand. ‘The drought, 
which added heat to the Persian presenta- 
tion of the case, was alone responsible for 
the deficiency of water in Persian Seistan 
in the autumn of 1947, as both Morrison- 
Knudsen personnel and later the American 
Secretary at the Kabul Legation, who 
inspected the whole length of the river to 
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Kohuk, confirmed; they reported that all 
the canals on the Afghan side were dried 
up. At present the Afghan development 
schemes are quite clearly not responsible 
for the shortage of water flowing into 
Seistan, though that ix no indication that 
they may not harm the water supply in 
future, althongh the point made by the 
‘Afghan Government, that irrigation of 
Scistan is as important to Afghanistan as 
to Persia, must render the event less likely. 
‘The United States Government have 
been more closely concerned with recent 
developments in the dispute than the 
British, This is largely because an Ameri- 
‘an company, the  Morrison-Knudsen 
gineering Company is responsible for 
the organisation of development works on 
the upper Helmand, and also, as part of 
its survey of Persia, has reported on 
possible irrigational developments in 
Persian Seistan. The reputation of the 
United States in this part of the world 
is bound to be affected by the suecess or 
failuro of the company in carrying ont its 
undertakings, and it is considered im- 
portant by the Department of State on 
these ns well as other political grounds that 
‘a permanent wgreement should be tached 
as soon as possible, The United States 
‘Ambassador in Teheran made av 
the Persian Government inform 
the International Joint Commissions which 
attend to the problems of boundary waters 
between the United States and Canada and 
the United States and Mexico, But in 
spite of this help and other encouragement, 
both in ‘Teheran and Kabul, it was not 
found possible to persuade the Persian and 
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Afghan Governments to come to a direct 
settlement. The matter was eventually 
referred to the representatives of the two 
countries in Washington, where it has been 
hoped that agreement ‘will be reached 
‘The State Department proposed to the 
Persian Embassy and Afghan Legation 
that a neutral technical commission should 
be established to examine the problem and 
to arbitrate. The suggestion has been 
referred to Tehran and Kabul, but answers 
to it have not yet been given. 

The dilatory process of negotiation in 
America is perhaps in part due to the fact 
that water is now flowing into Scistan 
again, so that the immediate cause of the 
altercation is eliminated. The Persian 
Government, however, have still not with- 
drawn their threat made some months ago 
to refer the matter to U.N.O. if no satis- 
factory solution can be reached. There is 
no doubt that if « solution can be found 
along the lines proposed by the State 
Department it will be more satisfactory 
than referring the matter to U.N.O. Tt 
seins a little absurd that, while consteuc- 
tion on the Afghan section of the Helmand 
is already begun, and in the Persian section 
hhas been recommended and may be super- 
vised, by the Morrison-Knudsen Company, 
the Afghan and Persian Governments, for 
whom the company works, have reached a 
complete impasse in their dispute over the 
river, which, thongh politically divided, is 
still a single geographical unit. 


Research Department, 
Bist March, 1948 
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Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin, 


(No. 112. Confidential) 
Sir, Tehran, 5th A prit, 1948 

With roference to my despatch No. 70 
(Monthly Report for February), I have the 
honour to submit the following report on 
events in Persia during March 1948. 
Relations between Persia and the Soviet 
Union continued strained, and the contro- 
versy over the rdle of the United States 
Military Mission was carried further both 
by Soviet propaganda and by yet another 


(Received 13th April) 


note from the Soviet Ambassador, The 
position of the Government was strength. 
ened by the inclusion in the Cabinet of 
four new Ministers, and it has been making 
some progress over the proposed seven-year 
plan of economic development. 


Foreign Affairs 

2. There were no new developments in 
Soviet-Porsian relations before the Persian 
New Year on 2ist March, though Moscow 


Propaganda continued to attack the Persian 
Government for its alleged anti-Soviet 
Policy. On 24th March the Soviet Ambas- 
sador, who three days earlier had openly 
shown his disrespect for the Shah by the 
absence both of himself and of his first 
counsellor from the annual levée, presented 
Anote in reply to the Persian note of 4th 
February; this note quoted the United 
States-Persian Agreement of October 1947 
in refutation of the Persian statement that 
United States advisers had not occupied key 
Posts or intervened in the activities of the 
Ministry of War, and as proof that no such 
ost could in any circumstances be filled by 
foreign advisers other than American. The 
Rote went on to claim that the Soviet Union 
had the right, under its own Constitution, 
to give asylum to foreign refugees and 
ejected the Persian protests on this score. 
Tt also. compared the present Persian 
denials of American activities with similar 
denials in 1941 about Axis agents in Persia, 
And repeated that the United States 
Persian Agreement of 1947 was in conflict 
With the provisions of the Soviet- 
‘Treaty of 1921, describing the Persian note 
Of 4th February as an attempt to evade 
responsibility for the Persian Government's 
Policy, which was incompatible with that 
Meaty. With the delivery of this latest 
note, the position is now that the Soviet 
Government have called upon the Persian 
Government to terminate the activities of 
the United States Military Mission which 
they allege to constitute a threat to the 
Soviet Union, and, having rejected the 
Persian arguments in reply, probably con 
sider themselves entitled under the treat 
to take military action if the Pers 
Government do” not comply with their 
request 

3. The publication of the Soviet note was 
followed by the publication by the Persian 
Government of an earlier note, dated 22nd 
March, protesting against Soviet propa- 
Sanda against Persia, and in particular 
Against statements that the Hakimi 
Government was pursuing an anti-Soviet 
Policy, that America wonld be given oi! in 
Northern Persia and that the Persian 
Government was surrendering Persian 
independence to the United States and 
Taking Persia into a base of operations for 
Aggression against the USSR. The 

sian note denied all these charges and 
Tepeated that the policy of the Persian 

mment was based on the United 

Nations Charter and the maintenance of 
friendly relations with all countries, 


7 


particularly the U.o.S.R, on a basis of 
reciprocity 

4, This further exacerbation of the con- 
troversy about American activities in 
Persia has caused some alarm among publi 
opinion in the capital, who already earlier 
in the month were quick to draw dis- 
quieting implications from events i 
Czechoslovakia and from the signs 
increasing tension between the Western 
Powers and the Soviet Union as shown by 
President Truman's message calling for 
conscription and by the consusion of the 
Brussels Treaty, The Persians were 
quicker than usual to appreciate, after the 
events in Prague and Finland, that it might 
be Persia's turn next, and the newspapers, 
in particular, are urging more strongly than 

that Persia should maintain a balanced 
policy and avoid entanglements with either 
camp, 

5, Disproportionate interest was aroused 
by the arrival in Tehran for a short visit 
of Mr. Jernegan, of the State Department, 
shortly after the departure of the former 
United States Ambassador. ‘The new 
United States Ambassador, Mr. John 
Wiley, arrived in Tehran on 1st March, 
‘The nowly-appointed Argentine Minister, 
Don Eduardo Colombres Marmol, presented 
his letters of credence to the Shah on 21st 
March, and. the Netherlands Minister, 
M. Montijn, on 14th March, on his promo: 
tion from chargé d'affaires. 


Internal Situation 
6, After several woeks Of rumour and 
uncertainty, M, Hakimi atrengtheniod his 
Government on 9th March by the appoint- 
ment of M. Suri Esfandiari as Minister 
for Forvign Afiairs, General Abmadi as 
Minister of the Interior, and M, Sobeili and 
M. Hajir as Ministers’ without Portfolio 
‘These appointments, while increasing the 
Government's support in the Majlis, failed 
to remove entirely the dissatisfaction over 
the Government's inactivity, and it is 
expected that there will be another trial of 
strength when M. Hakimi is called upon, 
when the Majlis reassembles after the 
No-Ruz. recess, to answer a further series 
of interpellations from members of the 
Democrat Iran Party, ‘The new Ministers, 
however, have the reputation of energy and 
strength of character, The appointment 
of M. Nuri Esfandiari, in particular, who 
was the Minister for Foreign Af 
Quvam's last Government, is likel 
strengthen the Government considerably in 
its handling of foreign affairs, M. Hajir 
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has been entrusted with the supervision of 
the Ministry of Labour, the position of 
which has not yet been regularised by 
legislation, 

7. For the last ten days of the month all 
official business was at a standstill owing 
to the No-Ruz holidays. In the week pre- 
ceding No-Ruz, however, the Government 
at last showed signs of taking positive 
action on the Nafiey Report on the economic 
development of the country (see my des- 
patch No, 87 of 10th February, para- 
graph 3). ‘The Cabinet considered a draft 
Bill which it intends to put before the 
Majlis as soon as the Chamber reassembles, 
constituting @ planning authority and out- 
lining the principal activities to which 
exponditure under the plan should be 
devoted; the text of the Bill was referred 
to n special Cabinet Committee, and it may 
thorefore be revised before it is actually 
submitted to the Majlis, These delibera- 
tions coincided with the presence in Tehran 
of Mr. Max Thornburg, an American 
expert on Middle East development, who 
made various recommendations in private 
conversations with leading Persians, 
urging strongly that the sere year plan 
should be placed under the control of a con 
sultant who, in his view, should be an 
American firm or individual, and who 
hould be assured a free hand, by means of 
special legislation, exempting them from 
ordinary administrative restelotions to 
cnable them to carry ont the plan, 

‘also gaye further con- 
sideration during the month to the Foreign 
‘Traders’ Bill, and to a Bill exempting 
agricultural machinery from eustoms duty. 

fo decision was taken on either of these 
Bills owing to the recess, but it is expected 
that the Foreign Traders’ Bill may go 
before the Chamber again as soon as it 
reassembles, and it will become law, though 

‘bly in a revised form, authorising 
pened merchants to continue to import 


their goods from their own country of 
origin. 
9. Much publicity was given to the 


Shah's visit during the No-Ruz holidays to 
provincial towns in Eastern Persia and to 
‘Tabriz. His Majesty paid an official visit 
to the shrine of the Imam Reza at Meshed. 
and is reported to have received a warm 
reception from the population of Azer- 
baijan. In a message issued to the nation 
for the new year he made a strong appeal 
for initiative and action in raising the 
standard of living of the workers and for 
an improvement in the economic situation, 


‘He attacked influential classes who were too 
selfish to concern themselves with the 
welfare of the poor, and called for urgent 
measures to improve economic conditions 
and to create employment. He also made 
a similar appeal in a communiqué issued in 
Tehran on his return from Meshed. The 
Shah ix known to be impatient at the delay 
in taking measures for social reform and 
economic development, and to be contem- 
plating some measure of constitutional 
reform if the Majlis blocks or rejects pro- 
posals to this end. 

10, Reports continued to be received of 
renewed Tudeh activities throughout the 
country; in spite of repressive measures 
last year the party is believed to have the 
support of over one-third of the industrial 
population, Internal discipline in the 
party is being tightened up, probably under 
Russian orders, Tudeh leaders have re- 
turned to Khorasan and are said to be 
reorganising the party in that province, 
where there is reported fo be an increase in 
Soviet activities generally. Tudeh activi- 
ties are said to be increasing in Gilan, 
particularly in the towns, and there are 
reports that the Tudeh wish in the near 
future to organise strikes in Isfahan and 
Abadan, Agents have been reported ax 
travelling between Tehran and Khuzistan, 
and Tudeh is said to be particularly 
strong among the railway workers. At 
‘Abadan they have issued a leaflet attacking 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, Dr. Bakh- 
tiar, the representative of the Persian 
Ministry of Labour, and the Central Union 
of Workers of Khuzistan, which has been 
holding regular meetings in Abadan, 
alleged by Tudeh to be supported by the 

1y in order to sabotage their own 

‘The Soviet consul at Ahwaz has 

again visited Abadan and also Khorram- 
shahr and Shadegan, an Arab tribal centre. 

11. The fears of bread shortage men- 
tioned in previous reports have been set at 
rest by recent abundant rain and snowfalls 
Harvest prospects appear favourable 
throughout the country, and if there is 
further rain in April the 1948 harvest is 
expected to be excellent. Wheat prices have 
fallen considerably. 


Conditions in the Provinces 

12. The situation in Azerbaijan is re- 
ported to be calm. The military authori- 
ties have been making further enquiries 
about the retention of illegal arms, and 
there has been a small number of further 


Arrests of Soviet sympathisers. The 
despatch to the south of Muhajjirs and 
Armenians has been temporarily suspended, 
and the camp near Khorramabad is now 
empty; but further arrests and the despatch 
of further contingents to the south are 
expected later in the spring. A certain 
amount of activity by the Muhajjirs has 
been reported, chiefly taking the form of a 
whispering campaign complaining that 
money needed for the relief of poverty in 
rovince is being squandered on new 
Public buildings. Some progress has been 
Made with public works, particularly in 
railway construction and the paving of the 
streets of Tabriz; Government publicity at 
Tabriz has heen reorganised in order to 
Counter the “ Azerbaijan Democrat " wine- 
Jess, and proposals have been made for the 
improvement of working conditions and 
¢ducational facilities. The situation in 
Azerbaijan was mentioned in the Majlis 
hy two Deputies who appealed for efforts to 
revive trade and to stimulate output. These 
Speeches were seized upon by the Tadoh 
newspaper Mardom to complain of the 
unsatisfactory employment, situation. 

13. Trouble is said to have broken out 
between Government forces and the Boir 
Ahmadi tribe, the wildest element in the 
Kugalu country in South Persia whom the 
authorities have hitherto failed to disarm 
‘At the beginning of the month two senior 
Persian officers from Ahwaz visited 
Behbehan, the centre of the Kugalu country, 
to discuss disarmament with assembled 
tribal chiefs. Consultations, _ probably 
About future operations against the Bois 
Ahmadi, also took place between the mili 
tary authorities at Shirar and Tsfahan, 
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whose commands cover the northern’ and 
eastern parts of this tribal territory. The 
garrison of Behbehan was reinforced and 
aircraft were sent to fly over the tribal 
area as a precantion early in March. On 
Ist April the General Staff issued a denial 
of the report that there had been serious 
fighting in the Boir Ahmadi country, and 
stated that conditions were norm 

14. Conditions elsewhere in the southe! 
tribal territories are reported to be quiet. 
In the Bakhtiari country the authorities 
have avoided bringing matters to a head, 
though there have been several outbreaks of 
banditry and two subordinate Khans with 
their armed followers are said to have 
assumed control of the region of Sardasht. 
‘The situation in the Qashgai country is 
reported to be quiet; grazing conditions 
are good and the tribesmen prosperous, 
Disarmament has continued in the aren, 
and the General Officer Commanding Shiraz 
states that some 14,000 firearms have been 
accounted for, ‘There have, neverthel 
been several cases of banditry. The military 
anthorities have also made some progress 
in disarming the tribes in Tangistan, south- 
east of Bushire. 

15, T atm sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow, Bagdad, and to the 
British Middle East Office, Air Head 
quarters (Iraq) through His “Majesty's 
Hrbasry, ‘Baglad, Political Intell 
Centre (Middle East) through B.M.EO., 
the United Kingdom High Commissionors 
at Karachi and New Delhi, and to all His 
Majesty's consular officers in Porsin. 

Thave, &e. 


J. H. LE ROUGETEL, 
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Mr, Creswell to Mr. Bevin, 


(No. 151. Confident 
Sir, Tehran, 4th May, 1948 
With reference to Sir J. H. Le 
Rongetel's despatch No. 112 of 5th April, 
T have the honour to submit the following 
Teport on events in Persia during April 
1948. There were some signs of a détente 
in relations between Persia and the Soviet 
Union towards the end of the month, and 
acrimonious exchange of notes between 
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the two Governments appears, at least 
temporarily, to have ceased. ‘The Persian 
Government showed energy in dealing with 
threats to public security and strengthened 
its position in the M the Cabinet 
approved the draft Bill for the soven-year 
plan af economic development. There was 
considerable Opposition activity towards 
the end of April 














Foreign Affairs 

. The correspondence between the 

wiet Ambassador and the Persian 
Government was early in the month carried 
further by two notes: the Persian reply, 
dated Ist April, to the Soviet note of 24th 
March about the American Military 
Mission and the 1921 Treaty; and the 
Soviet reply, dated 6th April, to the 
Persian note complaining about Soviet 

ropaganda and, in particular, the lecture 
fy Professor Steinberg. In the former the 
Persian Government rebutted the Soviet 
‘arguments about the American Military 
Mission and, in particular, challenged the 
Soviet Government's allasion to events in 
1041, stating that in that year the Persian 
Government had continued its policy of 
neutrality towards the Soviet Union, and 
that the invocation of the 1921 Treaty had 
been @ pretext rather than a justification 
for subsequent Soviet military action. The 
note went on to repeat charges of Soviet 
intervention in the internal affairs of 
Persia by interfering in political matters 
in Azerbaijan in 1946 and, subsequently, 
by giving asylum to refugees who were 
considered by the Persian Government to 
be common law criminals. In his note of 
6th April the Soviet Ambassador stated 
that Persian Government was not 
justified in making the remarks of Soviet 
‘commentators about Persia's unfriendly 

liey towards the Soviet Union the sub- 
Joa at diplomalio appresmmtasions,, and 
complained about anti-Soviet articles and 
caricatures in the Tehran press, These 
notes and. the previous correspondence 
were communicated by the Persian Govern- 
ment to the Security Council for its 
information. 

3. In spite of the continuation of this 
corres) it sooms likely that the 
Soviet Ambassador, who left Tehran to pay 
visits to Meshed and Gurgan, the purpose 
af which may have been to obtain informa- 
ti rding Persian action against 
Sorte eanats in Khorassan and to step-up 
Soviet activities in that area, received 
instru from Moscow to relax. his 
p ‘on the Persian Government—no 
doubt in view of developments in Europe. 
On his return, he, on 18th April, visited 
‘the Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, whom he had not seen for 
a considerable time, and a communiqué 
reporting these interviews was issued by 
the Petaian Government. The Prime 
Minister and the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs both confirmed to His Majesty's 


Ambassador that the meeting had been 
entirely friendly and that no reference 
whatever had been made to the recent 
correspondence. 

4. The Italian elections were followed 
by public opinion with great interest, and 
their reassuring ontcome, coinciding with 
signs of reduced tension in Soviet-Persian 
relations, went some way to counter public 
nervousness, which had resulted in March 
from events in Czechoslovakia and from 
the increased friction between the Western 
Powers and the Soviet Union over 
and Western European affairs. ~ 
opinion remained detached though pessi- 
mistie about developments in Palestine, 
being preoccupied as usual with their 
possible bearing on the attitude of the 
USSR 

5. The Bahrein question was again 
raised in the Majlis by the tabling, on 15th 
April, of a private members’ Bill calling 
‘upon the Government to take speedy action 
to establish its authority over Bahrein and 
to report to the Majlis as a matter of 
urgency, Though some respectable 
Deputies signed the Bill, it was primarily 
the work of the notoriously anti-British 
Abbas Iskandari, who in the debate on the 
interpellation of the Government attacked 
them for not having lived up to Qavam-us 
Saltaneh’s pledge that he would raise the 
Bahrein question with His Majesty's 
Government, and urged that, in view of the 
general international situation, the moment 
was propitious for the Persian Govern- 
ment to pursue this matter. In his reply 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs stated 


that there was no trace in the diplomatic 


archives of any action having been taken 
in this matter by Qavam-us-Saltaneh, and 
that the Persian Government maintained 
its claim and would not lose any oppor- 
tunity of asserting its rights in the future. 
In the circumstances, no Minister could 
well have said less, and M. Nuri Isfandiari 
gave His Majesty's Ambassador to under- 
stand, before the latter's departure on leave 
on 20th April, that he fully understood 
His Majesty's Government's attitude in the 
matter and would do everything he could 
to prevent further ventilation of this 
question in the near future. 

6. Some progress was made towards the 
settiement af tre Toug outstanding question 
of the Persian claims for compensation for 
use of the Trans-Iranian Railway during 
the war and conversations were continued 
between the commercial counsellor of His 
Majesty's Embassy and the railway 


administration. The only major point at 
issue is that of liability for a possible claim 
by the United States Government for pay- 
ment for railway stores handed over to the 
Persian State Railways during the war. 
This liability His Majesty's Government 
have declined to accept. 

7. The United States Ambassador, Mr. 
J.C. Wiley, presented his letters of 
credence on 6th April. The obstacle to the 
delivery of United States armaments 
Tepresénted by the failure to reach agree- 
ment over the payment of packing and 
transport. charges’ (eee Tehran despatch 
No. 70, paragraph 4) has now apparently 
been overcome. It is ex; that the first 
consignment of arms, from United States 
Stocks to Western Europe, will arrive in 
about three months’ time, 

8. The three International Labour Office 
experts visiting Persia toured the Southern 

rovinces and have been busy revising 
Tahonr legislation. M. Fuss, who had 
Previously and in private expressed hin 
Rreat admiration for the activities of the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, made an ill- 
Prepared speech in public which was 
interpreted by his Persian audience as 
fevere criticism of the company’s housing 
Dr, Julian Huxley, and a small party 
Fepresenting UNESCO, also visited 
fehran at the end of April, in preparation 
for the next UNESCO. Conference to 
be held at Beirut, 


Internal Situation 
9. During the eatl 
the time of the Majlis was largely taken 
up by routine formalities connected with 
beginning of the new session after the 
sian New Year, On 4th April, after 
4n even division of votes between the former 
Speaker, Sardar Fakher Hikmat, and an 
ition candidate, the former was 
Teelected by a simple majority on a third 
count. Subsequent sessions were taken up 
the election of other officers of the 
Chamber. The Minister of Finance sub- 
Mitted the new budget on 15th April, but 
Much time was lost by the debate on the 
interpellations against the Government, 
Which had been tabled before the recess. 
Ih consequence of this delay the budget 
had not been passed by the end of the 
Month and the Government was again 
compelled to resort to the expedient of 
Yoting one month's expenditure pending 
{ater approval of the main budget. The 
interpellation debate resulted in the 

Passing of a vote of confidence by 67 


part of the month 





31 


to 2, with 19 abstentions, on 26th April 
This Government success leaves the way 
clear for farther progress with the budget 
and for the submission to the Majlis by the 
Prime Minister of the Bill embodying the 
Seven-Year Plan, which was approved by 
the Cabinet with certain modifications on 
20th April. 

10. General Amir Ahmadi, who suc- 
ceeded General Aghevli as Minister of the 
Interior in March, has shown considerable 
activity in dealing with threats to. public 
security. He ordered the immediate arrest 
of persons in the provinces who had been 
responsible for acts of brigandage, and 
large-scale arrests were made in collabora- 
tion with the military authorities of 
elements in Tehran and the Northern Pro- 
vinces, who were believed to be preparing 
dissension and disturbances, Martial law 
was declared in seven Caspian towns, and 
sixty workers were transferred from the 
Chalus silk factory to ‘Tehran. The mili 
taty authorities have also intervened with 
the railway administration and the Indus- 
trial Bank, which controls State factories, 
to obtain the dismissal of Tudeh employees, 
Tudeh influence had been 


among rail 

1A coma issued by police 
headquarters on Sth April announcing that 
article 49 of the Press Law, which gives 
the police authority to confiscate news: 
papers pablishing, oflenave mtesal: or 
inciting to disorder, would henceforth be 
strietly enforced, Al these measures have 
fives Fit to. considerable “clamor in 

pposition quarters, and the newspapers 
produced articles complaining of this 
throat to their liberty of expression and of 
alleged preparation for the restoration of 
a dictatorship. Public meetings of news 

per representatives were held in Tehran 
on 18th and 25th April, and were attended 
both by journalists and by representatives 
of the Tadeh and other Opposition Parties. 

12. Tudeh activities have been driven 
underground by fear of repressive 
measures, and clandestine methods are now 
used for establishing contacts between 
members of the Tudeti organisation and 
convening secret meetings. The party has, 
however, also taken part in press cam- 
paigns and iseued manifestos directed 
against the Government, the military 
authorities and the Ministry of Labour; 
and fear of reprisal did not prevent them 
planning two public meetings in Tehran to 
celebrate May Day. At Isfahan a 








judicious intervention by the Governor- 
General on the side of the workers helped 
to avert a strike in the textile factories, 
where the Tudeh had been exploiting some 
not unjustified discontent; this was 
followed hy the arrest of seventeen Tudeh 
Party members and their condemnation to 
three months’ imprisonment. Fourteen 
members of M. Kaivan’s independent union 
were also arrested but released almost at 
once, ‘These arrests, planned and carried 
out by the military authorities, were most 
unwelcome to the Ministry of Labour, who 
so informed the Governor-General; he 
promised to do his best to. prevent such 
repressive means in the future. ‘There have 
been more reports of visits by Tudeh 
agitators and suspected Soviet agents. to 
Abadan and the oil-fields. 

13, A Bill implementing the Seven-Year 
Plan has been discussed by the Council of 
Ministers. The Bill gave very wide powers 
to the Planning Organisation, and 
scarcely surprising that several Ministers 
took exception to what they reganted as a 
derogation from, their authority. A com- 
promise has now been reached by which, 

tthe Supervising — Organisati 
retains the general responsibility for the 
plan, its actual execution will be left to the 
various Ministries concerned, ‘The Bill is 
now due to be presented to the Majlis. 


‘The Provinoes 

14, There have been further heavy rains 
which should improve the chances of a good 
harvest; but meanwhile the supply of 
coreals for the next few months continues 
to cause anxiety in Khorasan, where grain 
is atill being hoarded; and in Khuzistan, 
‘where the first crop is poor and supplies 
imported from other provinces are not as 
Targe ns had been hoped. In the Caspian 
provinces there have been complaints of the 
continued high price of rice. 

15. In the course of his visit to Azer- 
baijan at the end of March, the Shah was 
met with complaints about the adminis- 
tration of the provinee, and there have been 
rumours of the impending replacement of 
the Governor-General. The warmth of his 
reception at Tabriz left no doubt of his 
continued popularity and of the loyalty of 
the great majority of Azerbaijanis. He 
enjoined particular attention to the 


improvement of living conditions for the 
peasants, the creation of employment and 
the organisation of publicity. In the 
second half of April the Shah made a tour 
of the Caspian provinces and again had a 
‘most cordial reception. 

16. In spite of the reports of trouble 
during March, disarmament of the Boir 
Almedi tribe has proceeded satisfactorily. 
Further small detachments of troops have 
been reinforcing those already established 
in the area, and the Persian military 
authorities have informed His Majest 
Consul-General at Ahwaz and 
Majesty's Consul at Shiraz that the 
Ahinedi are responding to disarmament 
more favourably than had been expected; 
that several hundred rifles have been 
handed in, and that no clashes have 
occurred. It would appear, therefore, that 
the reports of serious fighting which were 
current in March were spread with the 
deliberate intention of causing trouble, but 
that, in fact, the military have succeeded 
in extending effective control in the area 
concerned and that the tribal leaders have 
acknowledged Government authority, 

17. In the Bakhtiari country a small 
military operation to obtain the arrest of 
Abul m succeeded in rounding wy 
this troublesome chieftain at Ardal on 8t 
April after a couple of skirmishes between 


his followers and Government forces. He | 


was tried by court martial at Isfahan and 
sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. 
This sentence has now been remitted by the 
Shah, but Abul Qassem will not bo able 
to return to the Bakhtiari country for the 
next two years. It is expected, however, 
that this Teniency will have a bad offeot 
among the Bakhtiari, who have already 
expressed dissatisfaction at, the prospect 
of his not being punished in accordance 
with his deserts, 

18, T am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow and Bagdad, and to 
the British Middle East Office; Air Head- 

Iraq. through His Majesty's 
y. Bagdad; Political Tntelli 

fiddle East, through B.M.EO.; 

United Kingdom High Commissioners at 

Karachi and New Delhi; and to all His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia, 

T have, &e 
M. J. CRESWELL.. 
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(No. 209. Confidential) Tehran, 
Sir, 9th Sune, 1948, 

With reference to my despatch, No. 151 
of 4th May, I have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during May 1948. Relations between the 
Soviet Union and Persia continued to show 
some slight improvement in spite of a 
frontier incident on the Araxes River. The 
Persian Government. gradually lost its 
majority in the Majlis and its position at 
the end of the month was extremely 
insecure. Qavam-es-Sultaneh returned to 
Porsia from abroad, but has not yet re- 
entered the political arena. 


Foreign Affairs 
2. After his change of tactics during 
April, when he emerged from a mood of 
sulkiness which had lasted since the 
Tejection of the draft agreement for a 
Soviet-Persian Oil Company in October 
1947, the Soviet Ambassador continued to 
jive’ an appearance of cordiality to his 
Tulations with the Persian Government, In 
his pursuit of sweet reasonableness he even 
Went to the length of attending the salon 
of one of the Princesses to hear a recital by 
Greek pianist, sponsored by that 
ist beast, the Greck Chargé 
The visit of a Persian delega 
to Tashkent to take part in the 
celebrations of the 500th anniversary of the 
Poet Ali Shir Navai also seems to reflect 
‘4 more conciliatory attitude towards Persia 
thon the Rassians have shown for some 
time 
3M. Sadchikov again  yisited the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at the 
beginning of the month and is said to have 
complained of lack of response on the 
Persian side to the hand of friendship 
extended to them by the Soviet Government. 
The Persian Government, however, were 
forthcoming enough to act on a suggestion 
that conversations should be held between 
the Minister of National Economy and the 
head of the Soviet Trade Delegation with 
& view to negotiating a new commercial 
agreement, and on 25th May it was 
announced in the newspapers that the 
Minister had submitted to the Cabinet the 
heads of a proposed agreement, regulating 
Soviet-Persian trade over the period of 
38311 
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twelve months starting at the end of March 
1948. The proposed agreement is based on 
the quotas fixed for the preceding year, and 
the Soviet Government have asked 'that 
approximately one-quarter of the total 
Persian import quota should be earmarked 
for Soviet products, including sugar, cotton 
piece-goods, cotton yarn, agricultural 
machinery, iron and steel manufactures, 
newsprint, mineral oils, chemicals, furs, 
plywood, electrical apparatus and silver, 
platinum and precious stones. . Against 
this, the Soviet Government ask for rive, 
wheat, barley, lentils and peas, vegetable 
oils, livestock, horses and camels, In ask. 
ing for authority to negotiate an agreement 
on this basis, the Minister of National 
Economy has stated that he intends to 
modify the list of Soviet exports according 
to the needs of the market, and the list of 
Poraian exports acoording’ to the yield of 
the harvest. The efforts of the Persian 
Government to discuss the question of 


Persian gold blocked in Moswow and of 
customs duties has so far met with no 
response on the Russian side 


4, An incident occurred on the Araxes 
River at a point between Julfa and. the 
Caspian coast in the second week in May, 
when a force estimated to. number abont 
forty men. in Caucasian dress and armed 
with nutomatio weapons crossed the 
frontier and were engaged by a Persian 
patrol. After an exchange of fire, causing 
casualties on both sides, the irregulars 
withdrow across the river by the light of 
flares from the Soviet frontier guard. The 
purpose of this frontier violation is. not 
Glear, though the men concerned may. have 
formed part of a group of irregulars on 
their way through Azerbaijan from Soviet 
territory to Northern Iraq. The Persian 
Government is believed to have protested 
about this incident in a diplomatic note to 
the Soviet Ambassador. 

5. There have been expressions of 
sympathy with the Arab cause in Palestine, 
but. no serious suggestions of any action 
beyond contribution to relief funds. A 
mass meeting organised by the religious 
leader, Ayatullah Kashani, was held in the 
‘Tehran Mosque on 22nd May and another, 
later in the month, under the auspices of a 
group called ' Moslem Union;’” attended 
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by the diplomatic representatives of the 
principal Arab States and by the Pakistan 
Chargé d’Affaires. Criticism has been 
directed principally against the United 
Stites and Soviet Governments for pro- 


moting and  offciall ising the 
Jewish State, and Daly to a lesser degree 
uguinst His Majesty's Government. On 
the whole, a distinction has been drawn 
between the Zionists and the local Jews of 
Porsia, to whom no harm is apparent 
intended. In reply to questions in the 
Majlis, the Minister for Foreign Afai 
explained, on 27th May, that the Persian 
delegation to the United Nations had 
consistently opposed partition and that the 
Government's attitude in this matter would 
remain unchanged 

6, Although Afghanistan as well as 
Persia accepted « United States proposal 
fora neutral commission to investigate and 
make recommendations for the settlement 
of the Helmand water dispute. relations 
between the two countries remain unsatis- 
faotory and attacks on the Afghan Govern- 
ment, against which the Afghan Ambassa- 
dor has protested to the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, have been made in the 
Persian press, 

7. Diplomatic relations have now been 
resunied between Saudi Arabia and Persia 
‘and the first Saudi Arabian Minister to be 
accredited at Tehran, M. Sayed Hamza 
Ghouth-al: Madani, presented his rede 
tials to the Shah on 26th May, The Govern- 
ment of Pakistan hax appointed as 
ambassador to Persia Ghazanfar Ali 
Khan, though he has not vet proceeded to 
his post. A delegation of Traninn journal 
ists who bad visited Pakistan returned to 
Tehran at the beginning of May: their 
visit was very successful and they were most 
improwed by all they snw. 

Lis approved, on 22nd May, a 

Bill authorising Persin’s adherence to the 

International Health Organisation: a 

imilar Bill, for Porsia’s adherence to 

E.S.C.0,, was approved on 30th May 

by the Foreign Affairs Commission and will 
now be submitted to the Chamber. 


Internal Situation 

9. The position of the Government has 
steadily weakened throughout the month, 
M. Hakimi, and particularly his Finance 
Minister, M. Nadjm, have for some time 
been the object of criticism, chiefly because 
in their efforts to end corruption in public 
life they have inevitably come up against 
vested interests. In previous months oppo- 
sition had largely centred upon the Majlis 


parties of liberal tradition who, as reported 
im my despatch under reference, organised 
various meetings of protest against the 
Government's action which they repre- 
presented as being dictatorial and a threat 
to the liberties of the people, ‘These meet- 
ings have continued during the present 
month. ‘These activities were largely led 
by Sayed Zia-ud-Din who is thought to 
have made some working arrangement with 
the Tudeh Party for the purpose. Daring 
May, however, partly owing to this and 

tly owing to the return from abroad of 
Qavam-as-Settaeh on ‘Srl May, the 
picture changed and opposition to the 
Government became manifest on a much 
wider basis in the Majlis. A coalition was 
formed between the three Opposition parties 
towands the end of the month, and finally 
‘a number of Deputies who had formerly 
supported the Prime Minister stated that 
they would no longer do so, At the end 
of tho month, therefore, it seemed unlikely 
that the Government would survive for 
more than a few weeks. 

10. Considerable ¢ attention was 
directed to the affairs of the Anglo-Tranian 
Oi! Company owing to two debates in the 
Majlis on the subject of the negotiations 

ed out by Qavam's Inst Government 
‘ovember 1947, which were concerned 
vy largely with the article in the conces 
sion regarding the progressive re 
of European and other foreign employees 
by Tranla nationals. In answer to an 
intorpellation, the Finance Minister said 
that he had no trace of any negotiations 
opened by the former Government. This, 
and an open letter addressed to Deputies 
by the Left-wing agitator, Abbas Eakan- 
called forth a statement from M. 
who was himself Minister of 
¢ last November, in justification of 
his own activities and the Majlis then be- 
came the centre of a public dispute between 
these two members of the Government. The 
matter was soon disposed of by a mutual 
apology, but the incident served to draw 
renewed attention to the terms of the 
A.L.O.C. Concession and also contributed 
to the unpopularity of the Finance Minister 
and to the weakness of the Government 

11. Tn conseonence of the dwindling 
support for the Government, the Majlis was 
prevented in the latter hal? of the month 
from doing any useful work. The budget 
hhas still not been passed and the financing 
of public expenditure is continning on a 
basis of provisional monthly votes each of 
one-twelfth of the previons vear's budget. 
The Bill for the Seven-Year Plan of Eco- 


nomic Development was submitted to the 
‘Majlis on rd May and was referred to an 
‘ad hoe commission of the House for detailed 
study. The commission has been working 
intensively at this task and it is believed 
that it will be ready to submit the Bill, 
with certain modifications, to the Chamber 
by the middle of July. ‘The commission is 
thought to be in favour of strengthening 
the clause in the Bill which will give the 
supervising authority power to direct the 
execution of the plan without having to 
refer at every stage to the Government of 
the d 

12. A Bill for the creation of a Senate 
was submitted to the Majlis on 9th May 
and referred to a commission. The Bill, 
which provides for a Senate of 60 members, 
30 to be elected and 30 nominated by the 
Shah, was attacked in the press as another 
step towards dictatorship and an increase 
in the power of the ruling class 


The Provinces 

13, Demonstrations planned for Ist May 
took place in most parts of the country 
without any breach of public order. Tn 
‘Tehran and the larger provincial capitals 
Meetings were organised by Government 
Sponsored organisations such as the 
ES.K.L Trade Unions. Tudeh meotinj 
which were also held were on a relativel 
small scale and were not in any wa 
provocative. The Government ban on pn 
Cessions was successfully enforced. At 
Resht, « meeting organised by members of 
Qavam’s former Democrat Party was 
attended by: the rank and file of the Tudeh 
Party, most of whom have now found it 


to individual oppor- 
m rather than to any significant 


1 development. At Khorramshahr 
‘meeting of 3,000 workers was held under 
the auspices of the recently formed Central 
Union of Oil Workers, The Tudeh Party 
held no meeting or demonstration, their 
May Day celebrations being confined to the 
distribution of pamphlets. They do not yet 
seem anxious for their leaders to be brought 
into the limelight. 

_ 14. Disarmament of the tribes continues 
in Fars and in the Kugalu country. The 
G.OC., Fars, estimates that one-third of 
their arms have now been collected from 
the Boir Ahmadi in his province, In spite 
Of this, there has been a further deteriora- 
tion in general security in the Shiraz area. 
The most serious incident for some time 
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took place on Sth May, when thirty-five 
armed robbers were prevented by the gen- 
darmerie from looting-a truckload of sugar 
near Sarvestan, between Shiraz and Fasa, 
Six gendarmes and two civilians were 
killed. The Persian Government are also 
said. to be apprehensive of tendencies to 
secede to Pakistan on the part of Baluchi 
tribes in the area south of Zabidan. 
Measures are being taken. to limit: move- 
‘ment across the frontier, and preparations 
tare being made to enforce some degree of 
disarmament and to bring these tribes 
under control 

15, In South Persia the shortage of 
grain continues to be serious, but efforts are 
being made to cope with the situation. On 
6th May. the Minister of the Interior 
visited Bushire, where the shortage of 
wheat was said to have been partly caused 
by its being smuggled by local merchants 
to Kuwait. This year’s crop, which will be 
harvested towards the end of June, should 
be a good one, but to bridge the gap the 
Minister arranged for supplies of rive to 
be made available, In Kbuzistan the erop 
will riot be adequate to meet the needs of 
the farmers themselves and the Governor: 
General, in addition to asking for supplies 
from othor centres, has planned to form x 
company of the leading merchants in the 
province to sell grain at prices fixed by 
the Government. Harvest prospects in 
Seistan, the most important granary of 
East Persia, are also poor though there is 
now water in abundance, the extreme 
drought last year and the drying up of the 
Helmand River resulted in a very small 
area being sown. Crops are expected to he 
only 45 per cent, to 60 per cent. of a normal 
year’s yield. 

16. The Commission of the Ministey of 
Labour appointed to examine conditions in 
the Isfaban textile industry has now com- 
pleted its investigations. Meanwhile con- 
ditions are still unsettled (see paragraph 18 
‘of Monthly Report for February) aud at 
the beginning of the month a strike wae 
threatened at the large Pashmbaf factory, 
which has about 1,300 employees. Wages 
are two months in arrears and the direc- 
tors, who were assumed to have misappro- 
priated the funds, have fled to Tehran. 
However, a loan of 2 million rials has been 
granted by the National Bank and work 
has been continued without interruption. 
Work on the Kubrang irrigation scheme is 

Il delayed. The Shah, who hoped to 

jaugurate the work early in June, is not 
now likely to do so before September. 
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17. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to. His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow and iad, and 
to the British Middle East Office, Cairo; 
Air Headquarters, Traq, through His 
Majesty's Embassy, Bagdad: Political In- 
telligence Centre, Middle East, through 


BM.E.O.; United Kingdom High Com- 
missioners at Karachi and New Delhi, and 
to all His Majesty's consular officers in 
Persia. 
Thave, &e. 
M. J. CRESWELL 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN PERSIA, 1948 


Mr. Creswell to Mr. Bevin. 


(No, 232) Tehran, 
Sir, 28th June, 1048. 

With reference to Sir John le Rougetel's 
despatch No. 212 of 18th June, 1947, 1 
hhave the honour to transmit to you here- 
with list of personalities in Persia 
revised for 1048, 

T havo, &e. 
M. J. CRESWELL, 


iclosure in No. 18 
Report on Leading Personalities in Persia for 1948 


‘Ad, Mustath (Mansur ye-Saltane). 
Afshar, Nisa 
‘Ala, Muvain, CALG, (Mo'in-ul-Vieweeh), 
‘Alam, Asadullals 
Aint, De, Al 
ids, Nenu, Genoral (Sipahbud) 
‘Shame:vd- Din 


ne i 
reSea ann 


sub Mamalil, 


Arfa, Hasan, Major. General (Saelashgar). 
cet 5 senor Taal (Atnir-b Sang). 
Langone, De. Abdul Horid. 
‘(Amir A’eam). 


Share), 

Bahraini, Farajullah: (Dabie--A'eam), 

Nahrasi, Kaela, 

Bakhtiari, Abul Quaitn Khan, 

Tokhtinrh; Murtorn Quit Samaan. 

Rayandur, Ohulam Husain. Captain (Nake 
nx okutn). 

Bayat, Murteen Quii (Sabae-ex-Sultan). 

Bushirt-Debdasti, Agha Javad (Amir Huma: 
yun). 

Dyniahian, Ghulan Yahiyn, 

Dusbii, Al 

ahi, Khalil (Pubien-n-Mutk 

Farhudi, De. Husain. 

Farrukh, Mehdi (Mo'taxim-ue-Saltaneh), 

Fursaneli, Hassan, 

Patity, Malmud. 

Fatih, Mustala. 

Fatimi, Mehdi (Tinad-us-Saltaneh), 


(Received 6th July) 


4 
42. ~ Pidakar, Tag 
4 Vin 


Vall Mirza (Parman- 


Pura 
Puruhar, Abul-Quaim, 
Puruhar, Ghulam Husain, 
1d Dane). 
(Zask-ud: 


Gani, Quai 
Abdul Husain, 
(Hakim ul-Mulk) 


Midayat, “Alvtullah, Major-General (Sar 


if Al Asghar 
Mikwat, Risa (Saedae Fakbie) 
Humayunjal, Muharnanad Al 
Toul, Abul’ Hassan, 
Totiha}, Ohwlarn Husa, 
Tntienm, Abslullal, 

Naarullah 
Tgbat, Ati 
Tqbal. Maouchibe. 
Tntandiari,. Asadullah 

Mami, 
Isfandiori, Fathullah Nuri 
Tatandiae, Musa Nuri (Muvaffal-us-Saltaneh), 
Takandal, Abbas 
Iakandari, Iraj 
Veibar, Dr, Husain Abell 
ii 


i, Muhammad Husain, Brigadier 
(Sartip), 
alorounl (Moie-ul Mul) 


Kashani (oe Kashi) Saiyid Abul Qusie, 
Khajeh-Nurl, Ghulam Ali (Niaam-us-Saltan), 
Khusruvani, Ahmad, Mujor-General -(Sar- 


earn en (aan 

‘opal, Sad 

Tatkarani, Shaikh Hoan, 

Maliky De. Sa (Laoqman-ul Mf 

Mansir (Bajab) Al CRE (Mansur-ul- 


nan, Dr. Intnl (Anni ul-Mfutk. 
Mas‘od, Akbar (Sarim-yd-Duula). 
Mas‘, Able 

Matin:Daftari, Dr, Ahmad. 
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Misbah-Fatiani, Ali Naghl 
Muazid, Mas'ad. 
Mudabbie-Nur, | Kasim 
‘taneh) 
Muguddare, 
Tashgar} 
Musaddig, Dr. Mubsmmad  (Musaddiq-us 
Saltaneh) 
Mosavizadah, All Akbar 
Mutamidi, Alt 
Nabavi, Tagi (Muazdlz-uil-Daulah), 
Nafisi, Hassan (Musharaf-ul-Daulaty, 
Natist, Said 
ja Abul. Qasio. 
thal, Mubaren 
Nnktchovan, Ahmad, Majoe.General (Sartash- 


(Mudabbir-us-Sal- 


Hassan, Major-General (Sar- 


$8 5S & RES 


7 

Nabchevan, Muhammad (Amie Muwassaq), 
‘General (Sipahbod) 

Nasr, Sayyid” A 

Nikpay, Venn (Axinulla) 


or, Abu Pat (Selarod Paula) 
Qarnjurlos All Risn (Baio Sat 
Saregurta, Husain Al 
Sizamr-Quragosin, Hsin Qui (Air Nn) 
Qubqat Kh 
Senna, Male Mansur 
Muhammad Huvain 

Qeanduk, Mulamnmad Ni 
‘vai Hirai (Gave Ml, 

am, Altoad (arama Saltabeh) 
oy (Amir Makheus). 


Dr, Miva 


1. Adi Mustata (Manvir-s-Saltaneh) 
Born im Tate ubaut 1388. Wert to Kgypt when 
ih Snlahed hie primary odure- 
ont to. Part ta Patt be 
‘rudunted from the Fatuly of Law 
Ina cy, ocrcary t the consulate t Titi ts 
1008. "At tho Minfstey for Forign Affaiy for short 
tite tte, Mine 
Fettog “Appointed a member ofthe Tuco-Pera 
Boundary "Commission in’ 1018." Siace th 
od peisipaly- ad’ Vader Gecrolery ah the 
‘Ministry of Justice until 1947. He became in that 
Year Toga ndvince to the Ministry and. drafted. & 
[amber ot new judicial codon. “A meraber of the 
Supervisory Board of the ‘National Bank from 
1945-72; 10 1088 Diretor of the Legislation Depart 
sent of Ue’ Mioincy of Jtatic, td’ protanar 
the Lave ‘Academy at Tehran 

“Appointed Vordan Minister at Berne in 1904 
Récalied 0 Tehran, ‘December 1006 Politieal 

eal inthe Minary for Forvign A air, 

Under Seertary July 1007" Acting 

Minister, March 1088. Minister” at Rome, 

July 1888, and also. scoredited to. Budapest, 
September 1938, 

Returned trom Rome late in 1041, »Direetor of 
the Faculty of Law 1941. Ministers Edvestion 
in Sobeilys Cabinet, March to Aogusl 1082. He 
aa not sonopicoous’ for Delp to Ube Allied esase 
ia 1912, He was, however, appointed Miniter 
‘out Pordfotio in Soheily's Cabinet, January to March 
1944, and again in Sa‘id’s Cabinet from March to 
‘Agu 1944 when, on the reeoeatuction of the 
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Rabnama, Zain-ul-Abudin, 
Rais, Mubsin. 
Ruztara, Haji Ali, General (Sipablbud). 


saad (80'i--Viae) 


jor Genaral (Sarlushgar) 
uumnad, General (Sipahbu 
AL-Mfulke Aru‘, Asadallal (Shahabsud- 
), KEV.O: 
Shayigan, Dr. Sayyid AU, 
Shirvani, Abu Tallb (Bi 
Sins, All Alvar 
hbudl, Anushirenn. 
jpihr, Abad Ali (Muvarrikhw'd-Davlab 
Suhail, AU. 


‘Tabatabai, Sayyid 
i Mil 


Vani, Sal 

Young, Hasan, 0.0.3. (V 

Yaodatl Porat, Mertera, Genera (Sipahbud). 
Yael, Dr. Murtaza 

Zandi, Pa (Basirs-Divan), Major 
‘General (Barlashgar) 

ans Tors, 

Zarin-Fatsh, Ali Asghar, 


Cabinet, be way dropped. Minister of Justice in 
Government of Novornber 1044 sid agnin 
later without Portfolio in Sadr'x Cabinet of Ju 
Dolegats to UNO. January: 1046, 
itioe and later Sinister witho 
lunder Qaworn-ue-Saltanch June to Docorn: 
Minister without Portfolio in 1 
Cabinet Deoombor 7, and again under Mojir 
10 1088, : 


ch (aow Resn'iyeh) about 1888 
Joined the Ministry of Finance 4 n young ino, and 
uring Miran Kuetik Khan's rebellion in Gian deted 
fax financial agent to him: nnd soon after tho war 
the got away with certain funds from the Finanoe 
Office in Resht. With these be bought carpets wnd 
took them to Amerioa for wale. Served also under 
Sir P. Cox, who paid hiro woll. Returned to Pernin 
in 1621, full of American ideas nnd education 
Toined the staff of De. Millspangh, the Amaeioan 
finnocial adviser. A staunch supporter af the 
Pahlevi régime: elected to. tho Sth 6th and 7th 
Majlis. Opposed Firun Mires when tho latter was 
Ministr of Finance: Governor of ily in 1028 
While nt that post be organised the Gilan Try 
snd Export Company, which wes founded fn oppo. 
tion to Russian trade 


interests. there, 
1981. Minister of Roads in Vebruary 1602 


pt 





= - 
Resigned in the following July, being unable to 
build the Chalus road fast enough for the Shab, 
Governor of Istahan September 1002 to December 
10. Was put under surveillance fn Tebran in 
1635 owing. to supposed inefficiency (perhaps com- 
7) tu contexion with the Bakltlani plots in 1984. 
sox months” imprisonment apd per: 
‘thanont exelysian frots Government service, in June 
i, for accepting a bribe when Minister af Roads. 
Governor-General of Isfabian, May-June 104, 
Supreme Court of Appeal decided he was 
ible for office on the grounds of the sentence 
passed on him in 1096. Seorvtary to the Iranian 
Aieways, Docatnbor 104, “Elected to 18th Salis 
for Tebran, 
‘Speake Hanglish fluently 
Very nntlo 
roligiowe 


Fill ot eas sod en 
istic, ond ruther aati-British and ani 


3. Ala, Hussein, C.M.G. (Motin-ukVizareh) 

Born about 1884. Son of the late Prince Alaes- 
Saltaneh, for many youre Persian Minister is 
London, Yilueatod ot’ Westminster School, wheee 
he 10 ro teeeived rough troatment, which 
reulted in» strong anti-Britiab bia, at any rato 
for the noxt fow yours, Created CALC, in 1908, 
when he necompaniod his father on 
to London for th soromation of 
Edward VIL. Appointed "chef de eabine 
N foe Roroign Affairs ia 108, hi Into father 
being then Minister for Rorvign Affaire Sto 
remained aa chaf de cabinet to various Ministers 
‘until 1915, Appointed Miniater of Public Works 
in, January 1018, od ontinued 49 ret. that 


nahh was pwr fy May 
to August 1918. "This Cabinet abrogated the Treaty 
of Tukmatci bi : 

Ala was howilo 0 Sie Chaelos Mating, lle 
Majeaty's Miniater from 118 to 1014, and caused 
repeated complnnts tobe made to tho Druin 
Office through: his brother, who. was shen Persian 
Minister in London, "He nogampanied. the abortive 
Fersian anleson 10. the, Paris Ponce Conference tn 
1918 Appointed Persian Minister at Madrid. in 
1010, apd at Washington in. 1920. “Conducted nego. 
tiations in Washington in 1021-22 for the Americnn 
Financial Maton to Perain, after he hid failed to 
‘obtain the Noth Versio. Oil Concession first for 
the Stowlon Oil Company and thet for the Sinclair 
Corporntion. Returned trom Washington in 1025 
and took his seat in the fifth Majlis ns x. Duy 
for Tuliran, Minister ot Public Works for w short 
time in May 1027. ‘Second delegate to the Lasagu 
Ot Nations for some tine, Attended Lovano in 
hat ‘onpacity in. December 1028 

Appointed Minister nt Paris in 1020, One af the 
{Perainn dologntes selected to represent erwin before 
tho Lane of Nations in the Anglo Persian. i 
Company dispute in T0Ql, Returned. to. Tehran 
car in 18 take oer high pont i the Xatioal 
Bank of Yori, though ho had oprah 
Tadeo tanking” Was leo vay aie inthe 
‘organisation of the ** ium” ood tn 
‘the Ferdavsi Memorial, Committee 
Ati it anaes tothe pot of Mister i 

don. Waa though it did not materialise 
‘On that oceaaion His Maj 


“Appointed. Supervioe uf M 
Companies, December’ 1984 Dinvctor-Genera) ot 


Commerce in 1987, and given the new appointment 
of Minister of Commence in September I 
Removed frou this appoiutment, April 109% Chiof 
Persian attached to Major-General the Earl of 
Athlone and Her Royal Highness Princess Alice 
during their visit to Tebran for the Crown Prince's 
wedding, April 1990. President of the National 
Bank, October 141, Minister of Court, October 
1943, but appears to bawe done nothing ta curb tbe 
young Shah's evident intention to rule the country 
in much the samme way as his father did. 

Appointed Ambassador to Wasbington in August 
1945 when status of Persian Logation there was 
raised to Uhat of an embaay. Wax very active 
in. giving publicity in the United States vo the 
Pornian case over the Averbaijan proble 
‘showed ability In presenting Persia's caso to the 
Security Couneih 

Married Fatioh Kha 
the ate Abu'l Quai, 

‘was oue of the first of her generation to leave off 
the val, 

A hard worker snd a staunch patriot; intelligent 
tand well-read; interested in the literatuee of ynany 
countries and quite good pianist, Has 9 porfoct 
command of English and speaks good French. in 
the past he hae tad « reputation for auti-Hritieh 
sentiments. Ia 1948 nnd IMA however, his 
relations with the Britiah Logation were gwd! he 

® good deal nore antieRussinn than auth- 
British, und is doubtless more pro-Persian than 
fither. "He ia. « sensitive Pervian Nationalist who 
realises the failings of his fellow-coun 
to overrate the virtues of the Shal 


4. ‘Alum, Asadallat 

‘Sonal the Inte. Shaukat-ul-M 
hereditary Khan of Birjand ancl the Kalina, be has 
Inherited much of his father's influence over. the 
Haluchi tribes of East Persia,” Tn 1047 appointed 
Governor-Cieneral of Persian Waluchista 

Most friendly and help 
fou daughter 
English and 9 


5. Amial, De, All 

Yourth son of Mobsen, Ami (Amine: Dou). 
Born sk Tees in 1008. Yalueatat in Persia a fo 
Vionce. Studie law at Paria Martie oe of the 
ightors af Hanan Woasigh (Vsmagh-ed- Doak 
Served! for nme yeary inthe Custom Adtministre: 
Mon wpe iting head of Casto shat My 
1 ad 8 terol ul te tan, when 
jeveral Amie Khvwrovl bad Kin trometer to the 
Ministry of Finance ax" one ofthe Mia 
aistants 

Secretary to QaeamueSeltaneh wheat Prime 
Minister lo 1942 "Appointed aa ‘head of « commer 
Gil mo to Washigln hy the ater but i 
prceed 

Wa se by the Pern Government a Toi a 
1045 to study’ the posites for developing ti 
between Toa and Persia nd to examine the lerciga 
xolange contra! question. Chairman of the boat 
of directors of the Todustrial Bank. November TO46 
Member st Detioerat Party of Tran.” Elect tn 
16th Majlis foe Toa 

Speaks Fresh wn i jatellgent 
sootio af arid ki of ciation and 
Denote. AD eo wally elptol re 
Fentative of. the younger echoc at? TPT 


6. Amir Ahmadi, Almad, 

‘ks Sales cate ae 
ly, his having emigrated from 

the Cauearue” Enlisted in the Comack Broads te 


peicenind way venues Smee 
fermmanccads aad een nigral ts 1000. Teak 
Sproat fat Specstae apa! the Jane 
Swen ee oop ae es 
‘be was given the rank of Amir Lashkar (chief of » 

Fe aera ol eWeek 
Division with headquarters at Hamadan, Was 
ee eee a ce ane al 
for bis treacherous oppression of the Lurs; but, 
being a favourite of Reza Shah's, he was appointed 
(ree lap igh Sot} 
‘in 1926 to command the North-West Division, while 
eae ae es 
pepe eg 
ine aging at a He sncesded in getinat 
Luristan by the summer, and in disarming the Lurs; 
he also assisted in the construction of the Kborrasia- 
bad roed. Promoted Sepubbod (field-marsbal) in 
Te eto cs creed be bs ee ned 
te Tae handled wemtoen oer Eaepa 
cory ee aes 
ia December 1981. Commanded operations against 
Jaafar Sultan in 1982, and against Lure in 1058, 
Desi et terse: 1056 

inact ot Werte Fah 
tated the Topecia Treaty 
Governor of Tehran with wide powers to suppress 
the tng i Decor 10s: and tha laa 
SW sae Garner talacen ‘and Sobey 
Kesigned December 1648 when Sohoily reformed 
gore per pegtigr ee temn pene] 
Re sade cen or Wer haut 
fosmet the Sater iy of sored 
‘he would not be ly supported in Tehran in 
Pern ngte Saath ts naseenial 
faraed? es the sneh Zod Yacdan‘Paah er he 
Siomapt nan tbe auibery’¢ the Mistry 
Wee tad'to ini the: Sea's, erreotin B 
ee 
and always hopeful of becoming Prime Minister. 
Though hie recont of bribe-taking and his skotchy 
eatonasserecis its sntioesy asaas 
for a head of Government, he bins 
See 
tel'iasbnen ety tena too ine ara hale 


Geportire. Mi 

Yebrunry 1040. Resigned July 1047. Appointed 
Minister of the Inerior in Hiaktnis Cabinet Mareh 
104s and Miniter tor War anor Hair, Sune 2048 
imate Human, “Hn accurate wlth and 
large proportion appear to have satisfied his desires, 
so that he seems to. have got over his soul 
ineligation towands robbery 


August and again in October 1946, 

Dropped sehen the Cabinet was reformed tn 
Jonuary 17. Quiet, inettective litle ryan with 90 
rent ndminintenti 
What bo ix told 


‘af first instance in Tehran 1981-4. Director of 
the Department ot Legislation in the Ministry ot 
8311 


39 


Justice in 1994. Went to Bagdad with Fathullah 
Noury Exfandiary in December 1995 as legal aud 
technical adviser in the abortive nogotiations about 
the frontier, £0, with Img. Juridicol Counsellor 
in charge of the Advisory Department of 
Ministry for Forvign Affairs, 1998, Administrative 
Director-General, August 1988, and Under-Secretary, 
Jaguars 1980, ia that Minty, 

Tn charge of the Ministry for Forwign AGairs at 
the timo of the invasion 1941. Minister of th 
nterice in Sobeily's Cabinet 1943, and later Minister 
‘of Justice; in the foriner post he was « disappoint- 
‘ment, in the latter be was more at home but was 
soon replaced, Elected to the 14th Majlis from 
Semnan, Decetnber 1013, Re-elected to 16th Majlis, 
197, 

‘Accompanied Qavamn-ur-Saltanoh on his mission 
to Moscow in February 196, 

‘A man of éonsiderable influence and importance 
in his capacity as technieal adviser on logislation, 
Having boon trained by tho French logal ndviners 
here, his ideas of law aro somewhat different from, 
those held by British Invyore. 

‘Conscientious and hard-working, with « lnwyer's 

loti, Aviablo 


9% Amir-Tainmur Kalali, Muhammad tbrahim 

Born about 1805," Membor of 1». wallsknown 
Khorasan tribe, Eduented in Tehran, Elected to 
the Majlis inthe thine of Roza Shal, wnd again 
for Meshed in the 14th Majiie eloclionn, 104, 
whore ho headed the poll, Vice-President of the 
Majlis 1044. 

‘A rich landowner who sicker opium. Was on 
Foundation, Committee ot Imnno-Soviet Cultural 
Relations Soviety, March. 1044, 

Tn 1048 hn alowed an. inotination-to korn to tho 
Embosey for suppert ngainat: Russion prenura 

“Arronted August 1060) under Miltary "Law 
Ordinance, Relensed after a short detontion, 
Eleated Deputy for Meshed in 10th Moy 

4 talkative demayogue, fond of working hivosall 
{nto pumionate indignation about subjects which 
he doc not ues. For 


to arguinent, and, though pig-hended and vn 
‘not entirely without. goo! ilens 


10, Ansari, Abdul Hussein Masud 

‘The eldest son of the late Ali Qui Ansari 
Murhavirul-Mamlik, Bora 1800, Edventod nt 
Toran and in Burope, Joined the Ministey for 
Foreign Affairs in 1020, Served for # number of 
ror i te Perea Benin Mostra sor 
tary, and hin rapid promotion in. Inrgaly due to 
his ‘father's influence. Counsellor at’ Moscow in 
1087, and held that post till he was teansferred 
to Tobin in 1981. Head of the Eeonomies Section 
of the Ministry for Foraiga Affaim in Septombor 
1983. Went to Germany as a teinber” of the 
Persian Economic Mission to Germany in July 1085. 
Head of the Third Political Section (dealing with 
British affairs) 1900, Had of the Protocol Depart. 
ment, November 1987, Consul-Genoral, Delhi, May 
198% “Minister to Sweden 1041. Returned to 
Tehran in 104 nnd wis appointed Hond of the 
‘Tripartite Pact Department in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. Vioe-Prosideat of  Russo-Persian 
Cultural Belations Society, March 1045, Appointed 
Governor-General of Gilan, November 103. Ap- 
pointed Governor-General af Isfahan, October 1947 

Ho has, while Governor-General of Isfahan, bean 
markedly friendly to His Majesty's Const and alvo 


v2 





to the ‘British (Counelt hare 
Freool and Gvrtan, 

Married a Kussinn in Moscow; the lady was 
suspected of being a spy; she died in Berlin ia 1086 
leaving one child: a boy, Married on Traian in 


Speake Russian, 


11, Ansari, Ghulam Ali, 


101 

Vrunce and passed 
jn 1907 by Riza Shah, rejoined in 1941. 
or of Artillery, Novernber 1941, Cominan- 
dant of tho Officers’ Seheol, June 1042 Assistant 
to General Greely, United States army, when 
adviser (0 the Ministey of War, August 1043. 
Unulor-Secrotary of War September 1948-Apeil 1044. 
Hewd of Baluchistan Inspection Commission, 
Novembor 194. Deputy Chief of General Staff, 
Jnnuary 1045; dismissed when Qayann cate into 
February 1946. Tospector in the Miniatry 

of 

General Arf before Arto ys arroated in April 1946, 
viene is Goon the target fr nich abuse 
tho pros. A 
Putri with aitTtunian senioonta._ lone, hard: 
‘working and serious, npopolar in army because of 
tangas attong temper abd cu 

if nnd, 
Married (o 9 daughter of Abdul Hussia Shaibant 

(Wahid-ul-Mulk). 


nn selon ot te 


Amanullah, Khan, «wellknown physloian 

Esaled in Tebran: poske French and sotne 

sorvico of tho gendarmera 

Colonel, Fuzlullah Khan, 

cominitied suicide whan a member of the Anglo- 

Persian Miltary Commission, which at tn 1019-30, 

Appointed genoral 1a 1922, nnd. Chief of Sta to 

‘he Westera Army in Hamdan.” Miltary Governor 

for 4 time jn, 15." Governor General of 

mn 1928 10 1080, during whish tine he 

wowed adminintentive ability In establishing the 

forty ofthe naw dg 

Aveiid of partllity towards tho tribes, bi won 

pluced ‘on the votre Het in 1080, 


ed jn the army after the departure of 
Re ee aes 
‘the tine of the arrest of Zahid in 1042." Head of 
the Cieadurmerio io 1042 and did his best to. re- 
‘orgies that foree; but was not in close agreement 
with the American Gondarmetie advisors. “Arrested 
nd removed with other suspects, to. Bultanabed 
‘alone 18 Hala tthe sod ofthe war le 
pa. Appoin of Military Tribunal, 
November, 1945; Chit of General Stat under 
lavuin's Cabinet, Pebeunry 1046. Realy i 
1840 cm grounds of -bealt. Tn Soptomber he hex 
‘“ppeinted Governor of the Bepah (Military) Bank 
instr of the Interior for few Weak 
Qawamn's Cabinet June 1947 nnd again in Hakitui's 
Cabinet, December 1947, ‘Resigned March 1018 
following» violent outharyt in the Majlix which 
seained ies mach anpopularity. 
‘Suffers from a weak heart by rheurnatisay 
and is 00 longer capable of much efor. 


13, Aramish, Abmad 
Thorn ahoct 1008. Has held various Goverament 
osts. June 104 was in charge of all Accounts 
Departments in the Ministry of Finance factories 
Acting. Minister of Commerce and Indastry June 
1246resigned September 1046, "Set up the Labour 
Inspection ndiinistration i Rhuristan tm June 1946 
and. beeatwe ‘Secretary-General to the Democrat 
Party of fran July 1040. Parliamentary Under: 
Seeretary 10 the Prine Minister October TMG wh 
his stervtarsship of the Democrat Party 
Under-Secretary uf State Minietry 
‘Sf Commerce’ apd Industry late October TO1a 
Minister nf Labour and Propagstila Deceraber 1016 
Whilst” Minister of Labour and Propagands was 
strougly oppomed by his Cabioet colleagues 
becouse af his elforta to ‘collect party funde by 
ierogular means which he was suspected of turning 
to his own ndvantage. His Ministry's. programme 
‘of soelal rofor was sao extremely ampopelar with 
ertain Hghtwiog members of hiv party 
‘Omitted when ‘Quwain reformed’ hie Cabinet in 
une 1947, 
‘Affble and eoorgetic but unreliable, tsmeture 
and lacking political sense, Speak good Maglish 
‘nd French, 


14, Arastel, Nadie 

A Qsjar prince. Born about 1808 Governor of 
Pahlavi in 1028. Deputy-Governor of Aterbaljat 
fm 1990-32. Governor of Khusistan, May. 1082 
August 1903. Has also. served in the Perdan 
Legation in London. Appointed Minister to Poland, 
Decomber 1908. Appointed finb Mersin Minister 
to the Argwotine Republic. August 1955; presented 
his lotters in October 1835. Necalled 10 Tehran, 
October 180: the port being abolished. In charge 
of the Consular Dopartinent of tho Ministry’ for 
Forvign Affairs for a short while in 1083, Minister 
‘at Berlin, Augost 1087, Accredited aleo tr The 
Hague in 1980, Recalled from Merlin. May 1040, 
Governor-Genaral of Maxandersn. January 1042 
and of Gilan, January 143. Minister of Posty and 
‘Telographa. November 1944 in Dayat's Governywent 
‘and for Communications in Sadr's Cabinet, Jwoo 
to Novernher 4945, Appointed Governor General 

May 16, withdrawn October 1046. 


uti 
orn about 1000; brother of Amanullah Artol 
Served! mostly under the Minintey for Forvign AM 
in various" poste from 1082. Secretary at 
Washington, 1982 wherw he had « dispute, with 
Ghaffar Talal, the Minister 


16. Ardalan, Amanattah 
Born about 1888, Lod 
of Kurdistan 


Mitister of Publio Works in Sardar Sepali's Cabinet 
(Of October 1923. Kesigned, Ajwil 1024. Agsin 
euiployed under the Ministry of Financo ip Kernan 
tnd Fars. Governor of Axtarabad 1988; of Lorian, 
He, in 1692, of Gilan in 1989, anid again of Lauricta 
fn 1604, of Tushire and the Gulf Ports 1005; and 
Governor-General of Kerman in May 1806, Recalled 
iu 

lof Azerbaijan (West) ot the 
fimo ‘of the invasion 1041; fled procipitately to 
Tehran when the Russians sdvanced, fearing that 


neral of Ministry of Fi 
ind Governor af Tofahaa ia 1942. Min 

Public Etat in Sobeily's Cabinet of P 

Minster of Finance in Sabellys revised Cabloct 
December 1943. Minister _ of 

Tndvstry in Se'id’s Cabinet, 

dropped in August 1944. Returned to Coblnet under 
Bayit in November "194 rosigoed Apel 1045, 
Misistor of Justice in Hakonts Cablaet Novena 
1945 January 1940 

Appointed Minister of Koad and Communion 
tions in Makini's Cabinet, Mute O48. Governor 
Gevral of Vars, Sune 18. 

Tne been very belpful 6 1011. Speake 
some ‘Kinglsh "An Intelligent. and progressive per- 
fen, tough mot everscropoloas when ie camer to 
{ating mooey 


17, Ardalaa, Nasie Qui 
Horn in Tehran 1600, Third son of the late Maj 
Vokbr-ul-Mutk, who waa a Court oficial his mother 
tho. daughuer of Iee-ed-Douleh and grand: 
eughter of Stohammed Shab. Edueuted at Tehran 
Aad'in Belgium, Spent x year in Landon learning 
Englich,- Weluroed to Pera 1915 nod entered 
Ube" service of the Mioistry of vho Toterice, where 
he served for flteon years. Served i» Governor 
of Do-Dangel in Mazandaran, of Firusku and in 
Khusistan as Acting Governor. ‘Then was Goverbor 
of Sori, Acting Governor of Mazaoderam and 
Governor of Setmnan 
(Klean 
im 1000, 
Elootel Deputy for Senne 
Sf December 1943. and 
Intelligent and 


‘8, Arfa, Hassan, Major-General (Sarlashgar) 
om seat 1900 the eet man ofthe tte Prince 
Kean Arla (Aria-ed-Douleb). Edueated in Husain 
‘and France; his wother, now mentally deranged, 
Cavcadian. Joloed the Minty foe Foreign 
{a ae scretery to the Persian Consulate 
ft Tits Soeretary at the Persian Legation at 
‘St. Petersburg in 1908. Joined the gendarmerie 
im 1911; and has been in the army since then. 
Gonsmanded the rack cavairy " Pari Regtnant 
190), Has served os military attaché in London 
hort time, and bas bees « prominent fee 
‘emg. Accoropetied the Shah on his 
it to ‘Turkey fo 14 la 1 onthe 

Geooral Staff, in charge of a training 

Persian delegate to the Zahidan Conference in 1885, 
here, no doubt under strict orders, he took an 
‘tremely nationalist nod Ant Bitch standpoint 
Officially wttended Ataturk's funeral in 1988. 
Promoted Brigadier General Apeil 1090. Taupector 
Cr aed 1942. Commanding the Ist Division 


Appointed Chief of the General Staff, December 

‘Worked hand to resist Tudeh "” activities 
{PA had some success) in organising resistance to 
the Azerbsijan Democrats and their independent 
Government in Tabriz. In consequence he incurred 


al 


inty atte pro:Rimint roups oud when Quvatn 
fot ttice tnt February 1040" th Whe task of 
Festoting gol relations with Tunelay Arfa was ab 
‘Sage rebieved of his pout” Arrested "Apel 1040 Dy 
rier of QavativeSaltannl, Nelesued October 


In I reed ** Asia Soedety"™ whicl altos 
at co-oporstion between Middle Bast States 
Speake French, English, Turkish, and Russian. 
‘His anti British utterances wero no doubl 
of prudence, as he ie married to an Engh 
née Bewicke 


19, AVAd, Mohammad Tagi (Amiri , 
Thorn nbout 1906, so of the Tate Asad 
4 Bakbtiar) Khon tmpeisoaed with other tribal 
loaders undor Hean Sha, released in September 
104 Diet feorn where be 
the Mth 
fron the host 
of Sayyid Zin. Clits to have 
trecatino ho had beet yy 
cothar tribal leaders when in privon with  Uhou 
Extremely triendly to the British 
Honest, patriotic and rouch oppored to tho wpeeed 
of Soviet influence. 


Asad, Satan 
*rdet we ofthe late Melisnd Vali Asi 
rmitavall of tho abring at Moshad, who wos shat 
{or treason in 1086." Tom about 181, Pact 
At the Avperican College Teli spent fo Soars 
tso nt Camnbridge und in Landon; speak Boptiah, 
Owing to his father' infvonoo elected to the Mls 
As rember for Seistan forthe seweath and ight 
cessons 
Served for « short Tin in the News Bostion of 
Aho Minisley for Foreign Atty, nvm translater, 
Tn charge of tho Departioont of Propaganda 104 
to March 1943." Unilr-ecrotary at’ thr. Ministey 
Of Food 1048 and worked han wnsine Who. tod 
Supply of Tehran with Mr. Sheridan in the tunine 
Winter “of 1012-48, Under-Secretary “of Blate, 
Ministry of Financo and Hiond of the Rice Monopaly 
Apel TMA. 'Momber of Rsonorie Section of 
Qrewis'e Stilo to Moscow, Rebrunry 104, 
‘Appoliated ebalnman of the Tutustiel Baal October 
i 
Minietor of fabwsur June 46. Siptember 10M 
1 
wlligent: but w bit of 
an intriguer and eather Iney. Not discret, some: 
that fivon No tietatement and. flattery, nnd 
tstable 


21, A’Azam-Zanganeh, De. Abdul Hamid 
Born at Kermanshoh sbout 1899, of n well-known 
family; his half-brother being Amir-Kull, 
Edvcafed at Tohrn in the Law School and. the 
Political School. Went to Paris 1928 aod obtained 
8 doctorate in law and economics, his thesis being 
con oil; has also boon in England. 1985 returned 
to Persia ood wae employed in the Ministry of 
Education; professor in the Law School, Also a 
leader in the Court mostly in mordgage-nk 
usiness and agricoltural cases. Co-editor with 
Dr. Suratgar of the newspaper Iron Jaran, 

Deputy for the 14th and Ith Majlis for Kerman: 
shah 

A stall and quiet-spoken man; makes a good 
iinpressicn and eeeins intelligent 


22, Azodi, Yadullah (Amir A* 

‘Born in Telran about 1860, ‘The son of the Inte 
Nusratulla Mirza, and a grandson of Vajihulla 
Mirza ‘who was the grandson of Fath 
‘AG Shab, Inherited Inrge estates from his fathor, 





All of which wore. siturted. jn th meighbosthod 
of Dasnghan od. Sahel, duented ta. Persie; 
hha apent somie years in Europe Married Sint 8 
dnugiver of Havan Praia (Mfushired-Dooleb), who 
died n iew years Iter; he then married « daughler 
GF Vensugh-od- Doh (Hasnn Vosnugh, 

Entered tho Minit for Foreign Affaire in. 1020. 
Fits seoretery of the Eertea Togetion tk Berk 
in 1098, and Tor soso time was Chargd d'Affaiee 
thore. "Chat de Pemonuel ‘st tho" Minty for 
orsign Afni 1080-50," Coumsllor st Washington 
TOO1 nod acted as Chargéd Affaires ther. Sliniter 
at Warsaw ia Mare 1000; but recalled to Tehren 
fs the reat of some ecendal dating from. hie 
Woakington daye the following December. Chet 
of the Puaport Section ofthe Misery for Foreign 
‘Aira, Aofost 1085 (now known ne the Coosa 
Dapurtment).-Adwinisttive. Director-General of 
ho Ministry, March 1087, "until November” 19% 
Miniter of fond under Quwaines-Sataneh 12 
sn id wel that post Rewigoed easy in 3043 

rt owing to acebestous of nepotism: eppiated 
Minister to Brsil and proceeded thither July 1043. 

Sheuke French and (German. and uvvaly very 
help and fortbooming 


23, Mader, Mahood 
Younger beother of Abdul Wahab Bader. Born 
Ww 1803) duented jn. England. Has boon in. the 
service of tho Ministry of Finance since 1910, 
‘Avaintant to tho Accountant-Goneral at tho Ministry 
‘of Finanoe for & nuinbee of yours. Chief Accountant 
of the Ministry of Public Works October 1998. In 
{ho sone copacity im the, Ministry of Monde and 
Comraunientions "1990. “Dirvotordieneral of the 
Ministry of Finance 1993, “President of tho Iranian 
Koonomie Mission to. Germany. in July 1008 
Suecawted —Abvlghassorn  Ferouhar a Under- 
istry of Finance in April 1, 
Minister of Finaneo on the death 
mnvar in February 1907. Minister of Finance, 
Soptamber 17 wt Ontaber 1900, 
inistor of Finance in Sobeily’s Cubinot 1042, 
‘and. in. that capacity. showed. hivisell helpful in 
‘soothing over financial dificultien and it. nego- 
ney agreatnentn. “Minister of Industry 
"s Cablne of 1942, but was not ¥ 
settling various wages ilispits, at 
‘on, Sobily’s forming & new Cabinet in: Decoraber 
TOU he wae not included. in ie 
Minister of Finance. in. Sadr'a Cabluet, Ju 
Sopierber, 1043. Capable and helpful but exposed 
himself to ortioiam for failing to suppress corruption 
sand for introduelng nopotiam whieh, it wns alleged, 
‘louriahed in his Minisity on an excemive sale 
woven by” Persian. standa 
Appointed lend of the Shrine Office at Mashed, 
Aglt 1048 


724, Bahar (Malik-ush-Shuara) 
orn in Moshed, 1882. Son of « woll-known poot 
‘honed Sabouri. A tember of tho old Democratic 


iy, ar edited 6 paper in, Moshod called’ the 

lukir. ‘A. mennber of tho third, fourth and fifth 
Mojlves from Meshod, and of the sixth from Twliran. 
Editod ‘his paper No-Hohir in ‘Tehran during the 
war of 1914-18, and was pronouncedly pro-Germna. 
Novortheless, hie supported» Vossugh-el-Douleh's 
Cabinet of 1918-20 during which time he edited 
the. Irn. newspaper. Opposed the Government 
uring he tem of the Ath Mila and wan an 
‘opponent of the change of régime. An attempt was 
made on his life when the debate on the change 
of rigine took place in the Majlis; but another 
‘unfortunate man who resembled him was the victim. 
Seyyid Hasnn Mudarris helped him to get elected 
to the aixth Majlis, 


Nothing such wa. beard of hm daring 
Shah's reiga, except composed some 
in evlebration of the Firdausi centenary in October 
G84, and translated into Persian verse a poorn by 
Joba Drivkwater on that occasion. He has, bees 
‘exiled. from Tehran on. more than one occasion. 
Tn spite of fondness for opium ‘has been fairly 
active at Tehran since the chaage of régime in 
TOA Up to August 1982 he and Massoud Sabott 
actively supported Qavam-es-Ssitaneh’s candidature 
for the pest of Pritoe Minister. After the latter's 
{all early in 1943, he obtained newsprint from the 
Bussians with which be kept his paper No-Bahdr 
if. On Committee of Kusso-Persian Cultural 
tions Society, March 1966 
Ministor of Education in Qavarn's Cabinet, 
February 1046, dropped when Cabinet wae re-formed 
in August 146. 
ested to Uth Majlis for ‘Tehran. Went to 
Switserland for widen treatment, January. 1048 
“A-shilty and over-subile politician. Acknowledged 
fo be a Tending poet, anda penctical nowapaper 
writer 


25. Babrami, Farajullah (Dabir-i-A°zam) 

‘Born about 1800. A mamber of well-known 
‘and numerous Tehran family. Munshi or secretary 
to Reaa Shah before and after his accession to the 
throne in 1925. Was appointed member of 
commission of examiaation in connexion with the 
Lionosofl Caspian Fishery claim, bot resigned from 
that position, 

Lost the Shah's full confidence ia about 1027, 
and was sent abroad to tale charge of the Persion 
‘students in Europe, at Poris, Beelin, de. Returned 
to Persia about two Inter. In July 1990 
appointed Governor of Isfahan, and a your later 
Governor-General of Yarx Minister of Poate sod 
Tel in March, 1992, Teaigued on the fall of 


Superseded ns Governor-Ueneral of 
in October 1084, for reporting that 
adequate facilities did not exist at Meshed for the 
accommedation of the otientalists altending the 
Fern Tn the wummnor of 1085 he was 
sunpeoted of complicity in some plot and was exiled 
Allowed to roturn to Tehran under 
eillanee, Octaiee 198K, 

Minister of the Interior in January 1048, but Ie 
very soon became involved in a quarrel with ie 
‘Qawam-ew-Haltaneh, which led ta the collapse 
of the li Cabinet, “In, very. alarmed ot the 
Soviet menace. to the independeuce of Persis, 

Governoe-Goneral of Isfahan, 19414 
‘A vary friendly person, who always appears 10 
do what be can to help’ British consular olfcers 

Has great i 


“ape for iors. bela og irekaree 
orphanages, ke—popular there. Ofte 

of Gorernor-Ucoers, Kermanshab, in August 1B, 
bot refused. Health undermined by malaria, 
Fricolly and cooperative when i Kerman. 
Normally reearved and placid but clover and not 


“te enpanelhi sn Mri 
‘iny epeesentaliven responnble 
for Hakhtiats.” Hebelled again, alter Zahidi's arest, 
tout wae arrested ts 1048 and. went to Tebiran, In 
1016" sppainted by. Qarasw ow Sallaneh ax oo 
Governor ut Bakhtiar, and. aborlyaflerwanle 
Satrevte wit tbe formation af Quvast's Denceral 
Bary they. Ondomed to ohana the en of 1047 
he tant to the hla and ater a short 
ous ove sce ans ite 


{ico years’ Inilinent fren 
senene wos remitted by the Shah 


28, Maktae, Murtece Quii Sarasam 
he nat the fanoin, Saran Salta, 
Yorn probebly about 1875, "Tonk part in epersticas 
tentoe BalardDealah tn 1011. Represented te 
Wakhtlart tribe in the Majlix in the same year, ad 
eit igo the tebe in 1913" Goveroae of 
Yeut in 1914. Htalped the Germans during the war 
1914-18 Maso hie peace with the Reith Legation 
After the war. Tes held the appoint cot ob 
fe Tikhan of the tribe ot several ocoasions, Was 
With the teibe. when toat Of the Bakhtin! Khans 
Xerw arrested in Deceinber 1983; he then bad the 
Te earaped the tate of Bis 
ited Whe Government in 
their polley. of inducing the ‘Bakbtiert tbe to 
cal Nomadic habite, Appointed 
jovertioe of Bakhtiar! arly in 1043 and dd wel, 
supprewing various upetarts tke Abo! Gessem and 
fetablishing ‘order in that. tribal area, thereby 
Serving ‘ritiah Unteresta well during the war, IKy 
{he end of 1945 he had, however, besome unpupulae 
With the other teibat Khan nd’ he wae relieved of 
Tis appedotaneat by: Quvatn-in-Baltanah. Arrested 
in September 1940 for comnpileity in joint. Bakhtiar 
Qashqai ricing. Weleased December 
A lever tosn, not ubore totrigue:  Qulek- 
tampered, jovial aoa! bstioate, Served Reza Shab 
well ‘easant to meet, but wot the tort ot 
Tan one can’ trust very far, ae he ts vory much fe 
the haods of hie strong:iniedded wife and alsa places 
Junplile trast ta a worthons agent, Misbal Patonn! 


29, Bayandur, Gbolam Husain, Captain (Nukhuds- 
‘yelcum) 


Elder brother of Ghulum Al. Bayemdor 
captain in the army until 1980, when. he went te 
aly on course of naval engineering Returned 
jn’ 1084, and was appointed enginear oficer of the 
southern ‘naval. forse. major in 1085 
Port officer of Abadan and Khorrauahahr in 1096 
Licutenant-Colonel, 1088. 
Ip fest ee seta oppoar bes eae 
‘the monopoly company for the landing of 
fargo in the port of Khorratnaliahe in. 1007 
Transferred to Geooral Stall 1044. Head of Naval 
Division in Ministry of War. Unpopular with his 
futordinstes, Quick and hot-tempered, but less s0 
han formerly. Uses his position for hie financial 
Advantage. Not very intelligent. but very. burd- 
Working” Speaks French and Tialian. “Does not 
‘appear to like the British, 


Was a 


43 


30, Bayat, Murteza Quii (Saham es Sultan) 
‘A lnndowner from Sultanabed, bor about 188 
‘Owns considerible property. Member of the Majlis 
fon several occasions, und Minister of Finnnee 
1926-37, Deputy Speaker of the tenth 
Momber of the Adalat party 142. A 
hoarding wheat during tho winter of 1012-48, 
Minister of Finance in Sobvily’s Cabinet 1948 and 
performed the useful function of effacing hint 
completel wour of Dr, Millepnugl. Not 
included in Soheily's rovised Cobinet of Deconbr 
1048, Minister without Portfolio. in Sa'id's 
Cabinet -Mareb-August 1044, Primo Mi 
November 1044-April 1945, He sought to 
relations with the Russians but his efforte only 
Tesulted in the paralysis of the adsninistrati 
the country. Sent av Governor-General to Tubria 
in Deoomber 1945 but failed to do anything to 
cheek the Azerbaijan independence movement nd 
‘oon returned to Tebran, Joined Qavain's Cabinet 
raary 1040 np Minister of Pinance, but wos 
ded when Cabinet wus re-formed in August 


mM ‘Agha Javad (Amir Humayun) 
Bora in Tehran 1608 Second soa of the lato 
Haji Moincut-Tujjar, Eduonted at Tehran and in 
Eurvpe. Sponks. Fronch nd English, -Marriod 
dacgbter of ihe Tote Hin Aran-es-Zarb, Elected 
‘maajomber of the seventh Majlin 

‘Was ia Hamburg wt the outbreak of the war in 
1980, and spent some time in Germany thereafver, 
Fioaily got away to. Starnbool in O42 with the 
help of Count Sehulonburg and returned 6 Tehran 
Match 1048. Arrested aad sent to Sultannbid 
‘suspect. in June 1043, “Mleased. Muy. 104. 
Appointed Governoe-Cleneral of Fars Oxtober 1946 
with approval of the Qoshgals but only eld the 
‘oppointment for n few mont 

ininter for Hote und Tolographs o 
‘al-Saltanahi  Septensber-1 
Agrloulture o 

More Inerestea iw ulitiew than his ckler-brother 
Aghs Mina, Fond af pomp, and very eattavagant 
‘Wie tenner of living. Nicknamed. by. a 
1 Prince Merch 


32. Danishian, Ghulam Yakiva 
Ts about 45 years old and te be 


that 
Cauomsus for 
tn 1987 
Sarab, a village ab y 
Anlabil. Sonne time Tater he was arrested 
Persian authorities on the charge of boing a Soviet 
‘inprisoned in ‘Tohran, On the 


in joing Mt, anu he wns given the tak 
‘of orgunising a brane at Saray and later another 
at Minneh, "At the Intter village he canne into notive 
confict with the Kherich Party, which was strongly 
‘opposed to the Tudeh, and i the course of « akir 
‘mish Dusishian was wounded.  ‘Thie provoked the 

of the Russian commander of tops in Axer 
baja, ‘General Glinskiv who, nea repristh cast 
soreral of the leading, pernnalton tn Mane ino 
prison ia 


of Fida‘is in Minnoh and Zenjan. ‘The landlords i 
Mianeh district "decided to leave for ‘Tehimn for 








ers 


security, and. in their wtsence,, Danisbian looted 
heir propirties Yor bis personal’ benetis with the 
Toul that he la now tne of the wealthiest men in 
Kuurbaljan 

Pishavari ad) Daniebitd vo) ue at 

ioral a 3tl Apel, 1046, ie chagge being the 
Filn's im Sornb ue well os io Mlaneh sod Zaujan, 
Wien the ogreeenent Wns reached Between Axer- 
Dijon and the Central Goverswont oa 16th Jue, 
THMt, Daniabian ene promted to be Commander in- 
hiet of the Fidos and established hitmaelt io 
Fabris. He made frequent’ toure of Inepedtion ‘of 
Arian a Gannon with his dic ands 
Rypated’ to have enjoyed” the confidence of 
Rwalans 10 the tame estaot ne Pabayer biaselt 
Daniahien te reputed to be possessed of exceptional 
qurags and doterininntion, andthe’ Detnocrat 
Party inclining Pishavnr, fear and hate kien. Plod 
to Kuala tn Decembor 1040 when Persist troops 
twcupied.Aterbaljan 

Tuported to have hoen seriously injured in w raotor 
scoident iy August 147, but the following. month 
‘ras reported tobe organising. the rebel “Baran! 
Iriboan 


38, Dash Al 
‘aor aboot 1887, Edvonted in the schools of the 
Holy Places of Iraq. Retwened to Pern about 1022 
tnd edited w papar called the Shajay Burt As an 
‘dite te Boone notorious for slanderous ubuse nnd 
the extortion of money by bleckmail, and i abuse 
of Uneat Bwtain and” Bridahtateuen wae 
frequently tho eubject of womplaint trom” Wis 
Majesty's tagation’ to ube. Versi Governmocut 
He ‘yan eloctednDepts 10 the Aft. Majic to 
1024 but he was rofoxed sont by the Patismortary 
Genin, when dt eet aera He 
tlecton procosy ‘prominent inthe 
Shortie Republeon wovernent ia 1994, and ie sald 
{o have recived acd pooketed. large’ voroa from 
He Pal on hon blll ben Aa 
soquiring a share ofthis world's goods he appaared 
to becotte more funian nnd coated the Abuse and 
‘itupeenion for which he had become fanoun tle 
tapoonod the cause of Reva Pablavi againat Atined 
Shah, and wos olootd « Dypoty to ‘dn ait Stuf 
In 1086, Ile was fovited to Moscow In. Ontobee 
1027 to oitond tha tenth sonlveesary of the Boviet 
tétime. From Moucow he want to Borlin and Para 
fil Teturood eo Persia. earky in 1024 Ile wea 
tlosted a Doputy to the soventh Mls (n 1928 nnd 
tothe elyhth Majlis jn 1000, 

Edited or controlled. hi 
ith, receiving subyldin 
now from the Boviet Rana 

‘in July 1905 ho foll into Siagrace and wos anid 
te have. uttered. disparaging. retoarks aboot. Reza 
Shah's régime. Hla paper waa suppressed and he 
Himeelt wae allowed to plond sickness and to rote 
to. Government hospital, whero he was taado to 
‘ay well for hix maintenanee 

Ae iran at th ond of 106, chage 
sf hm Prem Burn of She Minty of eter fa 
17 

Since tho fall of Rean huss returned t0 the fore 
froat of Tabran polities. A prvere eri of 
sand Sobeiy in 1042, ho worked 
of Quwarncoe-Saltanch, ax Prime Minister. 
the latter came back to power and di not 


oper till about July 
w from the Shah nd 


‘When. 
‘make 
Deahti Minar, he turned against em and 

to foe. 


attacked by Tudeh press during this period. 
Arrested May 1910.” Kelessed Desctaber 1046 
Did not obtain a soot in fllecotl Maj. He is 
4 Sow headed Retr wit oo vere sa 99 
ciples, ond ix eapable of the baseat villas if 1 
fa tps Wo itn fn so. He epee Ub 
Frescs‘Trasted litle evee. by his ical who 
ropard bie extealve atlaclinent to. women (wbiah 
he publicly" displays) an not ts Keeping with high 
flee A persuive deslor. who hols the bttetion 
ofthe Majlis ue few other oreone ean do. 


‘3M. Fahimi, Khalil (Fabim-ol-Mlk) 

Born about 1883. Related to the Mukbbir-ud- 
Doulas (Hedayat) frail. verge Om 

Employed im various posts in the Forcign Office 
carly in his carver. Minister of Finance in June 
1023. Appointed Governor-General of Kernan it. 
October 1925, but did not proceed. Member of the 
‘Majlis for Quchsn on voveral occasions. Rapporteur 
Of the Fioancial Couiasion of the Majlis. 
Supported, by 9 ia the Majlis, the eancella- 
tion of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company concession. 
Appointed Governor-General of Azerbaijan io 
Pobruney HOA.” Arobaasadoe 49 Turkey” Moy 1000 
Recalled, November 100. 

‘Prominent member of the Society of Supporters 
ot the A Natham, founded jn Deconnker 1003 

141, afer the fal of 
‘mveh energy. in dealing 

with 1 dificult and deticate situation. Recalled to 
Tohean ot the end of 1942. Minister without 
portfolio in Sobeily's Cabinet of 1043. Minintor 
Without portfolio August 1044-April 1045, Ministor 
‘of Intorior in Hakiti's Cabinet, Nowwnber 148, 
but was forved. by tho Prime Minister 10 resign 
fat the nd of Decomber. Speaks French Very 
agreeable nd ronsonable in conversation, 


3S. Farhudi, De. Hussein 

Born about 1300" Semin Jaw of Wabidal Moi 
Behibani, Educated in Tehran. Served in various 
‘capaci in the Mininey Of Edvcntion, at Taran 
fan nthe. provinces. las alo dove newspaper 
Mork. "One of tha Diretoes ional ofthe Sizatey 
TO1R, Sucomafil candidat for Duat-Mieun ata 
Sovanget inthe fourteenth Mo, TOUR. Arvested 
by Qnvaro-weSellanch, Doeemibo 1040, ileal 
Shnumy 1947. Deputy Brame Minister in Hakim 
Cabinet. Devernber 1947" Speaks Prone 


36, Farrukh, Mehdi (Murtasinn-ws-Saltaneh) 

‘ASeyyid,” Born about 1887, Was for some yours 
{in the employ of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
fund head ot the 2nd Politieal Dopartment, dealing 
with eastern countries. -Ministor at Kabul in 
OWA Subsequently Director.Cienctal of Todus- 
try. Govornor of Western Azerbaijan, February 1086. 
Again Director-General of Tadustry snd Mines, 
Soptombor 1987, nod nhortly nflerwards raised to 
the newly-created appointinent of Minister of 
Industry and Mines. Removed from this post 
without explanation. March 1988. 

Governor-General of Fare 1040, and of Kerman 
in 104. Miniter of the Interior of Sobel 

inet, July 1942. and in spite of Majlis opponition 

‘iaintained hie place in the Cabinet, Qaim. 
Baltanch, in August, made him Minister of Food, 
fn which post he displayed a sort of crazy activity 
hich ievtated rasny and did not achieve much 
Having fallen out ‘ith the American adviser 
Sheridan, he left the Ministry of Food on the fall 
Of the Quwam Cabinet in February 1049.” Elected 
& Deputy for Zabol in the fourteenth Mailia, 
November 1048, 

Appointed Governor-General of Fars. December 
1945, but was recalled in February 1946. 


37, Farvaneh, Hassan i 

Bon about 182. Edvcated at Tehran and io 
France. Was in, the service of the Ministry. for 
Foragn Aftairs for about twelve sears, daring which 
hie acted as Chargé d° Affaires for Moscow and Rowe 
ia 196 and 102%, Transferred to tho Ministry of 
Tnterior “in 1985, usd appointed Governor of 
Khorramshale in Febrosry 1806, Assumed charge 
of tho Governorates of Khorramsbalr and Abadan 
in October 1986. Emaployed in Ministry 
YO42 “Head of Political Departin 
Appointed Direotor-General of the Ministry of the 
Interior, December 1048. Governor-Cencral of 
Gian in November 1044 but recalled a year later 
fis being too subservient to the Russians. Special 
Tuspector, Ministry of Interior, April 1946 

Speaks French, a fair amount of En 
Linde Russian. Well educated and polis 
Interested in “westerniaation 


3, Fatih, Mahmed 

Brother of Mustafa Fatih, Hom about 1900 at 
Islohan and eucated ot Tehran and at Moutpel 
Trained in agriculture and husbandry. In. charge 
6f the Karaj agricultural schoo! for some yearw 
Unidor- Secretary at the Ministey of Agriult re 1943, 
Hos planned « mode wilage ot Verne, of high 

ie very proud. Minister of Agriculture in Sa'id's 
Guhinet, March 1944, bat oaly' retained aftice for 
few dass. Memnber of Directing Comsmitteo. of the 
Sevew Year Piga, 1047 

Helpful and business-like, though inolined to. be 
oo optimistic and to imagine that all Persia's 
sgricultueal dificultios can be volved by tractor 


9, Patih, Movtata 
Hom it Ixtahan about 1807. Son of Fwtibul- 
Mulk, a servant of the Prince-Governor of Isfahan, 
Zhe Sultan. Fdveated at 
Goluinbia University, Uni 
len. Entered the Anglo-Persian 
1982 and is the eonior Pordun 
‘company at Tehran, drawing a lange 
of a bea 


ah and a 
. Meenly 


‘undo daughter inarried to 
GC Saronsanl-Dowleh, His 
Zils Sultan's head seere- 


4. of Toglish and is i 
sities, He also as an 


Intelligent, fr 
mine of infor 
‘countrymen, 


40, Fatimi, Mebdi (Imad-as-Saltane’) 

‘Born about 1880." Hex had an official cateer ia 
the Mistry of Finance apd in 1018 was Sinuncial 
Pepnesentative ia his native ety of Tafa, where he 
Je Toftvestiat both through his, own family. and 
rough that of he wifey who fy n daughter of the 
Inte "Prince Zilles Sultan, Appaintad Deputy 

oc of Fors in 1022-23. a Deputy 
from Isfahon in the Btth Cpe terms of the 
in. Appointed Minister of Edooation in Au 
10; Minleter of Justice in December 1025 und 
eof Interior February to May 1027, 

As a Minister anda Deputy he was uniformly 

pe on econ in 108 be flout with the 

ister of Court and was not allowed to be elected 

fo the seventh term of the Majlis Elected a 

ny to the Eighth Majlis 1080.” Governar of 
trom December 198 until October 1687. 


45, 


Head of the Municipality of ‘Tehran under 
Solnili's Cabinet February 1043. Kesigned 1048 and 
elscted Dopaty for Nain 1948, One of the leaders 
ff the Ittinwl-Mili group in the fourteenth Majlis 
which contained about tweuty Hightwing members, 

Appointed. Governor-General of Fars in Mare 
1046,  Hecailed during the Qashqai revolt in autism 
but reappointed Kobeuary 147... Recalled 
1047, 

Speaks w little French 


41. Batio, 

Bem est TOOK, coe of tes brekhoes: «Nat 
{ayily whieh claitow relationship with Molds Fatesoy 
(imod-we-Saltaneh), though the Uatter ile 
Educated nt the Stuart Mey 
where he became a baptised 
‘away with samo-of the 

‘do not forgive hitn 

Husscin Sandot. wrote a book againet Inlay 
fonder to marry his present wile, who is well off 
became a Bahai 

Farmandar (Governor) of Shiewt 1041-48: thon 
resigned, apparently. beeaise ho lind ammansed too 
touels snoney there. His Majosty's Counul, Shiraz, 
‘considered him energetic. helpful and eapablo. ‘Thon 
foiurned to Isfahan ns candidate for the Malis for 
Najafabod, and though he had ttle real following 
in that area sucoa was engineered for him by 
Mortoa Quil Bakhtiar and Sarum wil Doulel 
Intelligent, entirely unserapulous, and very. 
‘ambitious; speak good Knelish and. hue. studied 
Kinglish and Knglish lternturo, and con romomber 
many extents. AL prosent (1064) it sulta hin to 
‘appene pro-Britinh he x cortainty antl Rsivn 

[ns tnany enemies, both Hordan and British, but 
Ne mae oon whee rea tabe uel 
very useful. Was largely responsible for organiai 
tie antb'Tudeh Werkers? Unon iy Tatshane 

Before Qavain cane into powor in 106, he 
protended. 10 bo passionataly oppored to him (a 
ruse oncied to plone tho Brin). In tht Ne 

oot certainly supported him a4 was shown by an 

Alice appearing in his brother's paper Qtoia? on 
the day that Quvam was elected. 

‘Alter the demise of the 14th Majlis ho: went on 
1 visit to the Tnited Staten 


42, Fide, Taal 
‘Born about 1006, in Isfahan, of Humble erigin 
Kaneated at the Sarvinieh soho! wt Tol 
8 boy he ot into. trouble for social 
Trained wen lawyer, Worked for n ti 
Soviet Consulate-General at Tafahan in connexion 
with the sale of Soviet textilen in Tafa m 
1940 cowards has devoted mont of hie energien to 
bettering the lot of the Isfahan factory workers nnd 
‘bas done much to help them, ax he has become the 
chiat workers’ representative in disputes. nbott 
‘conditions of work, Founded a primitive sort of 
‘trade union for the protection of workers” inte 
including insurance, Elected to the fotitewnth 
Majlis for Tafahan 1943, being supported by the 
‘Tudeh parts, of which he is a member, though he 
disclaims being a Communist and ix ‘ot looked 
pon favourably by the Tudeh party in Telzan 
‘owing to. his. moderate views. He is thought not 
to have bad any direct: relations with the Soviet 
authorities concerning the elections. He is, of 
course, disliked by tnost of tho eapitaliats of Tafahan, 
‘sorne of them ‘him aa a fuirky single: 
‘nian. His muin political following 
the factor 


Lost his political followi 


‘moog the fot 
workers of Isfahan during 1f hes = 


when the Isfahan 





46 


workers’ union broke away from the Tudeh. On 
coming to Tehran us » Deputy ho immediately fell 
Unidor Soviet influence. 

‘In April 198 succocded in re-establishing Tudeh 
influence inthe Tstahau factorion 


43. Firuz, Muhammad Hussein, Major-General (Sar- 


‘asbgan) 

jbo a 50, ‘The fh mf the ne 

rman Forma. luchted st te miliary eolege 

th Petegend. Entered the Persat anny daring 

te 19118 ae ad wa eae of the 
ng cere of the army. Appel 

Ehiet of Stat of the Southern Divisn fn 18, 


Hin Qajnr origin waa 0 
Sesloe ses ptian elopee eee 
Returned to. Petsin lato in 1041, and wae went 
to ir ae 0.0.6 and Governoehneel in March 
(042. Bupervede "appoisimants by Marshal 
isauteyee tise feces bee 
zien preation cise in Far, bt sere 
sueooodod Mv ruprossing, Nasir Quahqat’s rebellious 
tne Houil of the aie foros, TOK Ags 
sppointad Governor General of Fars in early sunnier 
OC TOU but did wot get-on with the inilvential 
Quvanw ula Khana. His 
enemien accused him of 
{oo much to tho Tudeh, but Hix Majonty'« Ce 
Shinn, on the sontrary, conaidored that bis rafal 
to tako unnecoasarily ropteasive. roensureaagalnat 
the Tide was. mote sound, Appointed Minister 
‘of Wor in Sw'id's roconatitvted Cabinet in Argus 
TOM. but refused the appointment. Ministor of 
Communications in Hakimn's Cabinet. November 
Teosigned m mnth Inter. "Returned tthe 
‘saino Minisiey. in Quvatn's Cabinot in February 
i, but was left out when Qavnin re-formed hin 
Cabinet in Oetobor 1048. Appointed Inapector- 
Goneral, Persian Air Foros, March 1045, 
‘Speaks vary. good. Frenoh and some Eagtioh; 
Higwnt und enlightened. A brilliant talker, bh 
‘pablo of “proving wills moat consiveing 
that he le always ight—but ‘one feels 
nes that he is tog ennvinaing. Very attached 
water Firwe (Nusrotedk-Dunlel). Married 
© Miss Natineh, who wae edoonted i Hong Kong 
bid speaks English perfectly 


44. Flees, Mubecened Vali Mira (Parmenter. 


Thin son of the Into Farin Fare Born about 
18H.” Kdvoatod ot Beirut nd Paria Sent to 


Bruty to 


‘Tabriz. On tho fall of his brother, Noseated- 


Intelligence. aan et Lata, 
lidate for the 
Majlis. "Went to Switzerland February 1047, 


45, Firue, Muzalfar 
nore about 1910, grendaon of Farman Forma, 
iether of Muhammad Shab. eed sccordingy. ses 
the ie of Brn im sal te" Edna ot 
farrow and Catobridge. "Speaks excellent 
tnd fae French i buierly hostile to the Pallavi 
{iynenty and hi sole raven d'étre isto, avenge the 
turer of his father by Riza Stak Hie boat bas 
Fecently heen a . 
Hobs es iecelly erie bum te poles 
ib, ta recently eviched fn a8 
hang improper bavi. ane te mplped 
fo Pasian Legation in Washinglon, whence i is 
alive, he wus rnored at the request of the 
United States Government for sbuse at diplom 
bee. Povlloges 
Tt won Firoe who west to Palatine and brought 


easel was 
more and wore d . 
War tht hay at prt coos Fr wo 
Ubandon le Rewepoper earopaige, tn the aa 
Recd-imras which be owned asd edited, guinat the 
Shab, and Sayyid Zin ele that It wos linpemaible to 
fg the Rina od he 
rane the end of TOA be 
supporters of Quvern-tl-Saleneh. As « reward for 
‘Garam, when he became Prime NM 
February 1040, nppoiated Firus Politi! “Under: 
Bacretary, an offer apparently ereated fer the put 
itd Direotor of Propaganda. te became 
Sina’ of Latour and Propaganda in Augoat 194 
ut we 


dence in Switzerland. In June 1248 he was reports 
to have boon arrested in Parle on a ebarge of 
stnuggling. Io lias « hent for propaganda end sense 
onal journaliam and hie auecwedoal in making hitn> 
self extretnely unpopular oven with hie colleagues, 
‘Hin inasdneas le enhanced by a titanio conceit but not 
by eonapiououe courage. 
Hash, laneed, dishonest, 
Old probably sacrifi 
‘bring about the downfall af the Shy 


wotruthtul and 
‘nnything to 


Protocol Department of the Ministry for Yoreign 
Aftain jr 1004 and acted oa hand of that depart 
Mont in 1985'and part of 190, Head of the 
Personnel Dey i, July 1996 to April 1087 
Counsellor, Angora, ustil Septeraber 1998. Hood 
‘of tho Protocol Department, September 108, 
‘Sent to Beirut with the vague title of " Déldgud 
fit the end of 1042, - Recalled temporarily in 1948 
to give explanations about Ube coadact of Mizafar 
Firux, Chars d°Affaires to Greek Court in Cairo, 


Tune 1944 Mtnitr to Yugoslavia Apel 1040 
‘iSpme Hench Marian 200 Gughor of 

‘ "taeda. °F friently snd 
‘eel-meaniag bot Protos! Dopest 
ment onder Resa Shah bad 4 thankless task 
Nevertheless, M. Furuhar, unlike his colleagues 
fh tbe Cour, survival. tke orteal of the’ Cows 
Prisce's wedding wxlabeations 

‘A tallauive bak somerehal too cily litle mac, 


47, Faruhar, Abol-Qasim 

‘Born in Tehran about 1888, A grandson of Mirea 
Abbas Khan Quram-ed-Doulel, who was Minister 
‘of Finsnee for some years. Educated in Tehran 


and Switeeand; studied law. A. jadge in the 
‘Tribunal of the Ministry for Forcign Afsire 1015-21 
Chiet of Construction at the Tebran Municipality 
1921-24. President of the Tribunal 1806-27 
Assistant Director of the Registration Department 
jn the Ministey of the Intenar 1027-28. Judge ia 
the Appeal Court in 1020,” Under-Scerotary af te 
Minisiry of Finance under his great friend Davar 
October 1038. "Accompanied the Shah an his State 
Visit to Turkey in June 14. Minister to France 
Tune 1686; bur recalled in Janoary owing to an 
‘ati-Persian pees campaign ia some French ews: 
Fares Aeliog Miniter of Interior, uly "and 

inister, September 1667. Minister of Industey 
fod Moms March RE Mee of Tole, 

at 1S to February 1069, when sy 

for'no stated reason. A Deputy for Tebran in tho 
twelfth Majlis, October 1990) and in the thirteenth 
Majin 1041, Ape 
feoergy, being wiling t 
Tterioe to ran the elections in, 1048, »Abnister of 
Ponte and Telogeaphs and later Mioister of Vinance 
in Sacid's Sobinet, March-August 1044 

Delegate to TNO. Amembly, September 1047 
Appointed minister to Switzerland 1068. Maree 
torn Bulgarian Indy 


48, Furuhar, Ghulam Husain 
isorn tn 130, "Yauonted at the School of Political 
m Tehran and at Berlin University where fe 
udied eoonamios and law. Eavtered the Mnatry of 


‘of Pivance in 1010, In 1041 was appointed 
to Germany to investigate commercial relations 
between Persin ond Germany. After relations with 
Geerinany were cut he acted ax Keohomie Counsellor 
to the Persian Legation in Switverland. Returned 
Yo Persia ently 1 4 was appointed Direotor- 
General of the Taxation Department of the Miniatry 
Finapee. Minister of Roads and Conmunioations 
Saltaneh's Cabinets Devetnber 1046 to 


4, Ghallar, Hassan All (Muravio-od-Daoleh) 
ory about 1800, son of the late. Mu‘avin-wl 
tor foe Foreign Affaire 
‘AC ibe time tachd. 40 the 
Persian Legation in Dirac wd howl of Ube Pro 
togal Departineat of te MDnistty for Foreign 
tet the eatusatinn of ern Sat in 10 
jniited rood Masler of Ceretuonien 
at the Court, » poat be held wntil March, 120, when 
he was appointed Politionl Dirwotor-Gvneral at the 
Mioisiry’ tor Foreign Affaire. Disttined Noverabor 
TWo20 foe permitting pablistion in the ros ot the 
J stfeewane accorded to foreign subjects alter 
se alaivon wf extra errivorial privilegens but eine 
x tooth Toler owing to his treniaip. wi 
Teymourtache, Ube Minister of Court. Minister at 
Brinscls 103-36. In 1047 he wns appointed frst 
Person Ausbansador to Pakistan 
Kn ngreenble atid wolleducnied man. Speake 
Prench nnd Geri Moony 
0, Ghaifar. Amir Seham wd Din (Zoka-ué-Davleh) 
Been in Tehran about 1860. "The second som of 
the late Mubandia-ui-Mamalik. Eduonted in Persia 
and Germany. On the stafl of the Ministry of 
Bavcation JOLAI8 First Persian representative 
to League of Nations. Appointed Persian Minister 
in Berne 1919-22." Did not venture to retura to 
Persia till the Pahlovi régime wns ell establisbed 
in 1051. A chamberlain to MuzaGar-ed-Din Shah 
aod Ahmed Shab. Employed in the Ministry of 
Education 1984, as a professcr of economics. 
imprisoned 1890 by order of Reza Shab, on an 


a7 


sccusatin ot having exprested doubte| whother the 
trnortiraian alway would pag. _Senteoced 20 
fro year’ imprisonment, but Lape in prison when 
bs tarm had been served. Finally busined release 
Qh te ial ot Hes Sali 141 “Direc of the 
Propaganda Soetion in 1942 and 1048 dough be 
warned very ofective i tat pout nad was rooved 
Seis dates say ts 304%” Adwocatedpropayania 
ia favour of foigon in Onder 0 eop men's tinds 
tay tors commusien, 

Minister for Posts and Telegraphs. in Qavam’s 
Cabinet February 1846, Laft ont when the Cabinet 


for educntion by nia unelo, Aghw Kwara! 
stodiod in tho Bahai" Tarbiat” school for four 
youre ‘Then wont to Boirut where he qualified 
{ts a doctor after « course lasting about seven yours. 
‘On roluen (0 Toliran. stayed a short timo and then 
went back ta his native town and prnctived 
medicine, founding « hospital and doing sn. 
works ‘Then wont to Meshed, whore h 
Acrich wife. A groat student of Persinn literature 
Hlogtod ax n Deputy for Mosbod in the 13h Mojlis. 
Minister of Mealth in Soboily's rovised Cabinet of 
Deoownbor 194i, Ministor of Moalth in Swid's 
Cabinet of Moroh 1944. Tesigued in April 1944. 
Member of the Persian Kuehangistan or Academy. 
Member of Petsinn Dolegation to UNO, Sept 


to be 

‘Authur of « history 
‘of Suflan, Member of Persian Delogation to 
U.N.O, Soptamber M0, 


‘S2. Hajir, Abdul Husain 

Thom about. 148. The son of one of the 

divie"” of hearty days of the Conattutln, 

srhovemed doe Taqieaden 

i 1000 served v0 tho Ministry 
of Ros nnd Co mi nb. fllowing 
eur followed that Minister” to.the | Minitry 
ncooe, ever peetor of the. Nallonal 
Hank. A fas 
Ineretice pani hy ttn, 
telat Many 
toont tenportant of all ne 
(Conteot Connie ed his post at the 
Exehange Control Commission in the sutomer of 
1 tovpoco to Karma part of canniion 
{o purchase stool for the Cloth Monopely. Heat 
Of ho Todusieia and’ Apmioultural Bunk August 
10st Minialer of Comninerce and Industry March 
{Wd and Minister of Honds nod Coscnmunictione In 
Sulail's Cabinet of Februnty 148, Showet 
tendable cary 
ro 

Wont to Kimgland to #tudy transport sondigions in 
June 1048 anda try a hg the Sea] 
wave in December 1043, on the Cabinel being 

ila he beeatna Miniter of the Taterior. Again 
Minister af the Interice in. Sa'd'e Cabinet of 
Marci 04k, bot wus" dropped when 
reahute of the 


in Minister ‘of Finance tn 
‘reformed Cabinet of August 10 
Tenigoed with the ‘whole Cabiast in, Deccmbor 
oir Asie Miter, witht “Patan 
arch 1948 ond nubweqoeety put im charge of the 
Ministry of Labour. Hloted Prime Minister on the 
{all of Hakints Goversinent tn June V048. 





1» of eonspienous sbi 

iy days he was an interpreter and imunatit at 

‘ussian Consulate-General, Speake French, 

‘and Englinh; very talkative but has many 

anil ideas gad a shrewd knowledge of his countey- 
rn. Is unmarried, 


‘53, Hakim, Uoeabim (Hakimul-Muie) 

Born in Azerbaijan 1870: studied medicine in 
France for ten yoars; apeaks French. Was Qsjar 
Court Physician’ us wis his father, Deputy in the 
first Mujlia 1908, Minister of Finance 1910. 
Minister of Favestion 1910, 1911, Minister of 
Finaneo 1011, Minister of Finance oe Education 
several times up to 1918, Minister of Education 
1920, Lived in retirement throughout Iter Shal's 
reign. Miniter without Portfolio.’ Qavani-us 
Saltaneh's Cabinets August 1942 und Vobruary 
104i. Member ot the National Tank Advisory 
Court in 104, 1944 and 1945, sews considered an 
sanolont nonentity, deaf andl firm, but itt May LOK 
‘Was appointed Prime Minister ecnuse oll other 
candidates wore opposed by one oF ather frction tt 
the Majlis, His Cabinet failed to obtain « vote of 
contilence and resigned a mouth Inter. He again 
beonme Prime Minister in November 143 and did 

‘beat to deal with the Rusviut-inepired indepen 

‘movement in Azerbaijan and had comrage 
enough to reter to the Beourity Council of UNO. 
the situation oreated by the Itasaian refuaal to allow 
thy Porsinn Governtient to send troops to Tabria 

Tn Deoomber 1043. wished £0. go to Moscow for 
iret nogotiations with the Russians bot hie request 
wae Cumned down, Exhausted by his efforts and 
intiiniduted by the. growing lostility of the Shah 
‘and the factions in the Mojlia, ho rovigned. in 
anuary 106. 

‘Appointed Prime Minister December 147 alter 
the fall of Qawanus-Saltanah. Hi 


‘$4, Hidayat, Abdallah, Major-General (Sarkashgar) 
Born rit 1908, the son of Mukhbir-ud-Douleh: 
Kon ee ~ i 0 aS 
St tarlly that has iwualy” een pro-Beli 
Brigadice Hldayot' ba “outwandlytGhesdig? ‘and Io 
intent ‘and abhious” bat somothiag “et we 
Intritter‘Tulsed nthe French Bele ds verre 
tho ‘ns -at Yontutaeblens, "Head of the. Third 


Ministor of 
War, ‘Boptomber 104. Director of Arillary. 
Navembor 1045. Under-Soorotney of War, February 
1940. While stil rotaining this post he Teft for the 
United States in Murch 1947 to negotiate purchases 
cf military aupplicn ander « peopesed loan to the 
Government for thls purpone 

‘A wollqualifed serious offlcer, more staff officer 
than" commander, Has a goad reputation. for 
honesty, When with the General Stall supported 
‘Yasdan:Paneh in bis opposition 10 foreign military 
tmiasion. “Belongs to the wulitary eligua beaded 
by he friend atmara. Speake good Fronch and 
some English. 


stafl of tho gun at in can On the 


ta of th ry of Public Works 1925, 


Appointed Chief of Railway Coastraction aboot 
that time. Interested in various engineoring 
Projects in Tehran, and in a spinning factory: 
Director of the port of Pahlavi 1900. Arrested and 
tzied for complicity in the in the 


Ministry of Roads and Communications, February 


{all of Bean Shah, but not re-ermployed in Govern- 
Uppotaiedlnpecte of Hafenye Ropes 1848 
‘ ot Kaleayn August 1 
talligeat, sid of charming roanpere | Speaks 
Frome and. Geraian, ‘His inher wan m deughler 
of Matinee Dio Sab 


‘56, Hilmiat, Ali Asghar 

‘Born about ISM A moernber of a Shiraz 
and cousin to Mushar-ud-Douleh (Miran Niza 
ud-Din Khan Hikmat) and Sardar Fakhir (Mieea 
Been Khan Hikmat). Educated in the Chureh 
Missioniry Society School nt Shiraz 1008.00. Well 
road in Arabic. Went to Tehran in 1914, where 
hho ontered. the American C graduating ia 
1917, Joined the Ministry of Public Instruction 
ax an Inapestor, Appointed Director of Edvontion 
for Fars about 1920, but kept out of the position 
owing to intrigues, Candidate for Pasliarnent (Whe 
filth Majlis) in 1922, for Shiraz and also for Jars, 
bbut was not successful, Enmployed in the Miniatey 
of Education until ubout 1980, when he went abroad 
to Paris to study law. Said to have dono well 
i ia examinations. Returned to Tehran in 
September 1081, to take charge of the Ministry 
Of Hdvestion as wotiug Minister, Taine to the 
rank of Minister in February 1906,” Dismissed, 
uly 1988, owing to the Shah's displeasure about 
18 tologram connected with the Paris Exhibition, 
bbut restored to favour as Minister of tho Interior, 
February 1090. Resigned March 10. Was 
proposed for Minister, Berlin, but the German 


Minister of Ind 
Gabinot ia 10H, and had good doat to do with 
the nogotintions about tho Tripartite Treaty of 1942. 
‘Minister of Health, March 1942 Miniator of Justleo 
Cabinet of February 1048, bat resigned 
ing to differences of opliion with Nk 
oat cular to Todi 1944 
ited Nations Bay 


Tho author of some literary works. be 
Ave inatructing atudenta i Pewias, Hterature at 
re unreal 
‘Speaks Englith and French well; always very 
hatpfut to ux. 


57, Hikmat Riza (Sardar Fakhir) 

Born Shiraz about 1888, Cousin of Ali Asghar 
Hikmat, During the 1914-18 war was a dotermined 
eoemy of Quvam-ul-Mulk and friendly with the 
Qahgsis. Since that war settled down in Tebran 
‘and was employed in various Government appoint- 
ment. Governor-General of Kerman 10-41 
‘Head of the Statistics and Civil Statux Office 1042. 
Elestod to the 14th Majlis 1944 for Shiras. Ho 
‘still enjoys the support and friendship of the 
Quehqais.” Appointed Governor-General, Kirman, 
‘June 1046, Ts » member of Centeal Commiticn of 
Tran Democrat Party. Elected Doputy for Shirax 
in 1th Magis. 


Dace Prt of he Mai Oster 9 
The fall of Qawam in December 1047 was elected 
idee bes oie wate 
i titi eterno 
Re-elected Bg gs ‘of the Majlis: — one a 
ie ata Car 
See 


3 ‘Muhammad Ai 
Dern shoe Ties A grade of the Telia 


Schaal of Political Science Judge of the Tribunal 
Of the Ministry for oreiga Affairs 1922-25. Has 
Ineld various clerical posts in the Ministry, 
‘Salminating im that of head of the personnel soetion 
1ie2-86. Sent ae counsellor to Paris in. 1085; 
a wih he on tingly -Ated.owing 10 

knowledge of Frene! 

ve obscure resson, said to be connected 
With “scaiorty, was tindo Under-Secretary at the 
Ministry for Porwign Airs in Apeil 1042; in which 
‘Pout he maintained his repatation of benevolent and 
oleae ‘stupidity 


Iovevant award Hu 


459. thtiha}. Abst Mtessan 
scond on of Eotehajul-Mulk, and brother at 
Ghulam Humoin Ebtohe).. Dorn at Resht bout 
1000." Interpreter to the British, forces tn. Cian 
lowarls the ed of the war.” Entered the service 
‘Of the Toxperial Bank of Persia at Resbt sbovt 
1oa0.” Did well thors, and. waa. teanaerred. to 
‘Tehran 1025." Aasatant to the cit inapectoe from 
thea till Ie resigned. In 1986, 

Tend of the Morgage Bak 1990.  Renived ove 
af hin nubitions when he borane President of the 
Rstona” Bank "of tran” (Alan Mel) ie 
September 1042. Tn Uant pont Ie hos worked 
tnd been. of erent service to un in may. waye 

Delegate to Currency Conferenes in United Bate 
June Nati. Delegate to Financial Coolerenes, Cal, 
TOU, Showed strong hontiity to Dr Millspauigh (n 
TOA. ‘Tle score. 15 be ene. of tho few. Persian 
financiers with tntlligenen, ability abd energy. On 
Ue ther an ef ha, wa cally 
pert, and his peristence iam vnwien legal atta 
athe tmperial Bank of Tren (suit whith hp 

entually fost) seetoa to abow that ho bears that 
inatitoton « grodge.Pro-British and anti-Rossinn 

no. extent that hw lao 


Married in 1026 Maryam, 
Nabari (Muazaic-ud-Douleh). 


g 
she F 
ale 


ta 
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wee tn and 
drat hain, mars 
the American adviser, Colonel Morris 1923-28, 
Dismissed from that post, apparently for dis- 
bonesty. Joined the Ulen Company in 1929, when 
Saugteak eee 
or Sees 
Se ats ee Se ele 
ioe is Sead 
eee niece eas 
for mndvet Zo London whe the Arey’ Cohen 
was cancelled. In 19%4 Chief of Personnel at the 
Bothees aie as 
Pe ateerad cacaseds 
ce See eos 
pe on eeesa 
Pee eecueeeerey i 
* Trantour.” at to the Chiof of the Tehran: 
ace eee ae 
ere ioe a Neer 
eee a gaia 

Sere ae cn 
relieved of his charge of the Municipality in 
mac areata eae 
also served on the board of the Caspian Fisheries 
Mixed Administration. Appointed Mayor of Tehran 
Hao cog a cee 
‘all Left-wing elements and in December 16, 
irae aera 
Seetat comatn Sera 
omer 


61. Antica, Abdulla, 

‘orm about 1807. roth of Naxrutlah Tutlxam, 
Kotered the Ministry for Vorviyn Affaire about 
1021. Tn the Prom Departnent 1K-5,— Con 
at Prague 1980 C 
Head of the. Thi 
Ministry for Porsigh AMfirs. April 1041, Bocretary 
it Berne 1042 Appointed, iu 1047, to investignte 
Persian elie against Gerinany and sont to 
Stutigart with the rank of consul -gonoral 

A plonant ond san pew Sponks Hnglioh 


(62, twzam, Nasrallah 
‘Born about 1800. Son of tho lato Kntozam-ue- 
Saitaneh, and nephew of Hassan Ali Ghatfar. 
Edoouted in Tohrun at the School of Political 
Scignce Secretary at Paris 1026,” Secrotary at 
Warsaw 1927-82 Secretary to the Persian delo- 
ten 10 tho League of Nalionse during the Anglo- 
ina Oil Company dispute in 1088." Member of 
‘the Persian delegation to the World Beonomie Con- 
erwncn 1088. ary nt London May 1998, 
Tramaeced to Washington 1904. Hes aac served 
Treaty Department of the Stina fr Foreign 
toprilant""at the baague of Natone May 188, 
suppldant "at . 
‘Head of the Thied Political en, Minty for 
Foreign AGhicy (deating afr ith Great 
Britain), July 1988. Attended the Duke of Spoleto's 
‘wedding in Italy, Tune 1989, 

“Master of Ceretionies at the Court in March 104, 
Minister of Posts and Telegraph in the reconstrue- 
tion of Qawatn-eeSaltanch's Cabinet in Pebrunry 
1048, n post which he rotained in the following 
Cabinet of Schell. “Minister of Communications 
ed subsequently of Foreign Affairs in Bayat's 


Eoin of November 1044 in Apt 1944 
Monter ofthe Person Delegation to San France. 
z 





Delegate. to Exseutive Commission of 
USO in Tandon wih rank of “ambasodor 

fauber of Persian Delegation to UNO. January 
1040 un again i Septeuiber 

Porsin eeprescatative. oa United 
line Commision June 101 

Quiet and. attractive. Helpful and foe, 
Spaoks Vronchi and Baglah 


6. Tabak at 
Sit Med tou 18. Sin of wlth 
luncoree of Rhoeutan, wih property of Raahanar 
‘bt elsewhere ba Use provinee* puny ta the 
treet, furan’ fiend Ma 
fir" Klatvue "Never ta owernaett serie: bak 
Si novus Wi hoeaan poll. "Aspire Yo 
Beouoking ie matavalltnaht af he Mabel slay 
1048 ht di not vecee owing. to he opal of 
the Uovertortenutal An enety ul Saleh be Was 
n proftaing supporter at Seqyhl a-vd-Dia when 
LP ctenes wee wt thete hea 


64, Aqbal, Manuchihe 
Younger brother of All Tybul, 
about 188, “duested ot Tel 


oes Poles- 


vulided as a 
he Kotwmed 
‘implayed for some time in 
Under Secretary ot 
‘twohnigal aie of the 
itr t 
aye 
hoe Health in 
at February 1140 ts Devetobee 047 
Minister of Education, under: Hajie 
Married to a Yreoohwoan 
iligent the le'a gual dontor but aaa pollalan 
has Toputation foe lexiness om 


65, Intandiae,  Asadullah — Yamin (Yurnin-ul- 
‘Mamalik) 


‘of the Ministry for ¥e 

hhad reached the rank of deputy ebiet of the Foreign 
Mice Tribunal, mar in Tafaban 1917. 
Governor of the Gulf’ Porte 1021-28, 


1080-82, Recalled from that pow 
for some time. Director of the Tehran Telephone 


Company, 

Pept the 1345, 140s aad 6th, Majic for 
Balt ht nna etter important can: 
Ponies o€ the Capital, and finds time to look after 
the affairs of the Aero-Club ie well, Has a typical 
‘Capitalist and conservative outlook. 


66, Wsandiati, Fathallah Ni 


1025. Firvt secestary at 

Counsellor at Paris 1620-80 

and, Chaegt Afra 1000-81, and asin 
‘at tho time of the Persian Exhibition. Chief of 
Feonomieg Section “ab the ‘Ministey. for 
Affairs: 1902 Chargé  d°Affaires 

Mareh to Decomber 1983, 


i i 


Company 1888, Appointed Persian Government 
representative with the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
1042 in Losdoa, Minister to Polish Government in. 
‘London, January 1944. Returned to Persia 1045. 

Married to. Fronchwoman; speaks French and 
English, Conscientious and helpful; an excellent 
type of permanent offical, though be has not 
inherited the eloquence of bis father, much to the 
latter's disappointment. 


7, tania, Masa Nur (Muvaiag Satan) 
Brother of Asadullah: Yanuin-Eafsndian. Born ia 
Tekran 1804, Educated in ‘Tehrax and Europe 
Entered the service of the Ministry for Foreign 
Allaire in 1016.” Secretary at Rome for some time. 
Chief of the Ecououie Section of the Ministry 
Chiat of ‘the ‘of Nations’ section 1082 
Counsellor and. Chargé W@'AGsires at Paria 1085. 
Counsellor at Moscow in December 1088, and very 
\terwards teanstereed to Angora, where bo was 
d'Aflires for soi lizne. Head of the Com- 
partioent, March 1907, Director-General 
ff Todustey. and Mines, July 1987, Summary 
fulioved of that appointment ih Septeinber owing to 
‘© mudile over the Chalus sill factory that was in 
 Jebanbani. Admini 
Dirootor-Cnoral of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affaire Decomber 1097. "Minister, Bagdad, August 
4088." Sent on m apecial mimion to 1609 
Katt Berlin on rupture of relations iu 1041, and 
returned to Hagdad as Minister; recalled to Tehran, 
{conclusion of five year’ frig servic, in 1048 
Thowth fed of roe Cerzan fags 
ing to his vi haved correctly on 
He tend pated of ee Bagdad Missi of 
Acricullur ia Soboily's revised Cabinet of Deoatn- 

ber a 

Becember 1047 and ajin under 


68, Iskandari, Abbas 

Unole of Iraj Tekanilori, One 
the Tudeh Party, but son 
aaidont wevtlon 


awny to Tend 
irectoe of Tran 


ath Tater 
Tehran” wae. yute an Todependiont Ustan 
Elacted tothe 18th Majlis foe Hamaian. In August 
O47 moe "a sfolent- attock ‘nthe. Mujle’ cn 
Taaluadeh, the forter ambessodor in Londea 
Repentedly attacked Makini's Governient in: the 
fra prt 1 os erent in de 
if the Anglo-Traninn Ol Cornpanys en 
Cessin tod the return of Bahrein to Bersin.” One 
af the meat owapoken Left-wing Deputin 


Ta” Ene in roe ae lawet, Soe 


practising in Tehran.” In 1088 publlahed "phil 
Sopbleal review which wu» noting mare tak di 
fuleed Communiat propaganda, and ln that yeat wes 
Sine of » group of young Corwuntate lenprccsed Uy 
Rex Shah," Mamber of the editorial. hoend of 
akbar, the ‘Todch Party organ, of which he owe 
the licence. On. Tudeh Central Committee. from 
Ase 14 olsen othe uty 
ded 
say ry welineDpepuny tat 820 Uae Bee 
find. Miniter of ‘Commerce aed Industry “under 
Queasn-u Saltapek to August 1046—droppod is 
October of tha aatse year Tange sumbers 
ffinon- Tuleh mentbers of the ‘ith ode 
Sympathivers and members during. hls tenure 


efice Went to Frapes, January 1047, and i 
Probably being encouraged to stay there for the 
Prescot. 


76. Vibar, Dr. Abdul Husaia 

Born avout 1910 and wns partly educated in 
Geruany. Married » German." In 1948 was bead 
fof the Technical and Construction Department in 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, w post in 
Which he made large suzus of maney by the gilding 
Of the Palais de Justice, Elected Deputy far 
Burujind in the fourteenth Majlin, and in April 1445 
Was a member of the Persian Delegation to the San 

o Comlerence. Head of water departanent 

of Tehran Municipality October 166. Deputy for 
Barujd in Lt Maj pat 3S 

Speaks excellent German, English 
French, 


71. Vtimadi, Nasir Quli (Nassr-ul-Dauiah) 
Bom about 1690. A. Qajer_ prince, 
frou the farmoos vais, 


reno 


Sescelateds ieee cunnenion with the 

fetlement of various accounts about 1 

held other diplounatic posts in Europe, Returned to 

Persia 1942, end soon after appoiated assistant to 

the Prime Minister by. 

Under-Secretary of State, 

Kharnsan, Dewwmber 1045 iy 
Anibitious and clever, but without much stability, 

A good bridge player. Speak» French snd German, 


72 Ihaabeal, Amie Laskar Amanalih, General 

Bora alow 1600, soo of ths Ite Aoanlla Sir, 
Zincod- Dowie (a descondaat of Fath Ali Shah), who 
omitted suicide in the British consulate in Tabria, 
Whore he had taken refuge from the Russians ia 
ior 

Ainanollah joined the Persian Cossack Artillery 
School in 1007. Tn 1910 he was seat to the military 
sobonl in Moscow, where he graduated in 1019, For 
the tollowing two. yours he was attached to the 
Tmnperial Guard. Tn 1016 he entered the Persian, 
Coneack Division with tho rank of captain, and was 
‘mde nido-de-cnmp to tho Hussian General Staros- 
felsky, then commanding offer of the Cossack 
Divi led with Reea Khan in the coup 
a'Ptat in 1921, and later distinguished himself in 
the operations against Simitko, beng greatly helped 
therein by former Taarist officers attached to ‘his 
HiaMl Was roade a gegeral, and becarne chief of the 
Goneeal Stall jn v2.” He’ visited France sod 
England in 1028, Although a Qujar prince, be 
favoured the changes of dynasty in 1925. Removed 
fromm his pout ax Chiof of Staff for taking matters too 
aaily, but regained the Royal favour. and was 
Appointed to’ command the Esstern Division in 
August 1926. He organised and commnnded the ex- 
Felton forthe poeication of Permian Baluhiatan 

the autumn of 1998, and in November 1928 he 
‘was created General of Division (Amir Lasbkar) a8 a 
ewan for his services; in December 1990 went to 
France to follow a course of two years’ training at 
the Staff College. 

Trispector-General of the Army: in 1908 
Tnepector of mitary schools in 1989, "Eraployed in 
Baluchistan in 1984 and 1085. Tn October 1985 foll 


2 appointed Dreier General ot 
Tndustry in March 1006" Dismisead in aly 1997 
‘The veces ero vélooaly remoered as Wtesiboent 


38311 


oL 


‘with forsigners, espionage by his Russian wife, or am 
Ee rapier ape 
sported in prison in Tehran in Jul ‘and in 
pou bealth, Liberated 3041 and made Minister of 
the Interior in September. Minister of Roads and 
Consnunications, December 141. Minister of Wat, 
Mareh 1942, and employed fn the wuturn at court 
‘as a Kind of aidede-camp in general to the Shab, 
General officer commanding, Fars, September 
‘Commandaat, Cadot College, 1946 until 


Sahar a ica edi 
Fane Petry tate wan aol 
Seas pace ne ts We Bers Poss 
SSMS is wer 
Vel oe pat Robo Penis Oalnl 
alee Homan ond erecta: Chugh Iain 
ee oe ho nt 
gen 
Seer iS'y cance thee cere 
ie mt amy he ey we 
fies tab sed omnis deraely "wel, Fond at 
te yee a se 
is Sent tac ord 
ss docsuny oft cllegwee Baa f 
Siteestocen sel scout cept peettes 
etmndine ion contedog ta cg 
i, only Rolsen feds Tres 
sal Ease ot iene igen rt Sp 
Useful in doing little jobs with the Soviet Embasay, 
but gives the jinpression of being overmoch inclined 
praesent sua he se a of 
ham tery ie am a ah 
‘Speaks Russian and French fluently; hav a 
‘Rssian, as woll as at least one Persian, wife. 


73, Jahanbaai, Muhammed Hsin, Brigadier 


(Sartip) 

Born about 1892, brother of Amanaliah Jahan 
anh Educated) at Tobia and in. Husain,_und 
joined the Persias Cossack Division about 1016. 
Chiet of "Stall to General Aude Ahmed in tho 
Luristan operations about 1928 Military Governor 
‘of the Boir Ahinedi country shortly aflerwands, 
where ha governed with some succor. Fell from 
Yavour with Roza Shah at tho same time ax bis 
Trother, in 1035, Thon served in vasioun capacltion 
at the Ministry of Industey, especially in some pur- 
Chasing. commiasiona, Director-Geoeral at the 
Hise of he Tater 1063, ting Ln charg of he 
vente for the olections 10, the fourtoonth 
i ils: an oncupation which nearly drove him cra. 
Chef’ of Ralce, Webruary 1044, Head of Row! 
‘Transport Department in January 1945, Resigned 
‘oro months lator. Cador-SeervVary in the Ministry 

of War. 
Speaks Fronch, Tussian and some English, The 
‘author of an anthology of Persian poetry. Said to 
te reer comipt financially but ie eny to get on 


74, Jam, Mahmud (Mudie-al-Ntwtk) 

‘Born ubout 1880, Has had a long career in the 
ccinlome and other Government departments, ad 
‘wns, for more than tan yours, Persian secretary to 
The French Tagation in’ Tehran, "Director of he 
Alimentation Service, Tahrnn, trom 1916 to 1020, 
where he did good work. Appointed Minister for 

‘Affairs in the short-lived Cabinet of Sayyid 
(Din 1921. Acting Minister of Finance, 

anuary 1082, and Minister of Finance October 1028 
to August 1924, Appointed as assistant to. Prime 
Minister, Sordar’ Sipehi until. the latter. boeame 

provisional head. of the State.on the Bist October, 
{ean and then hesitant to the to following Prime 
Ministers... Appointed: Persinn Minister to Brussels 
jm 1996, but did not proceed. Appointed Governor 


Ee 





52 


of Kerman Province in September 1997, and 
Governor-General of Khorassan in Apel” 1928, 
Recalled from. Khorassan in December 1028 and 
appointed Minister of Public Works. Returned to 
Riorassan as Governoe-Geueral in August 1920, 
Appointed Minister of the Interior in Feroughi's 
Cabinet of 1009, ‘and succeeded him as Prime 
Minister in Deceisber 1083, "Headed tbe riasion to 
Egypt on the Crown Prince's betrothal to Princess 
Fautich, June-July 1088, and received the Onder of 
Mohammad AW from King Farouk, Minister of 
Court, October 1080, Amessudor to Haypt 1041 
Minister for War’ Septerober-Deceamber 1947, 
Minister of Court. Jnmuney 1008 

‘Au amiable abd yleasno? maa who speaks Frenob 
fluently,” ‘The ernbassy, in Ube dents wih in, 
havo alway found him trustworthy and sincere, 


75, Kala’, 


Hassan 
Son of the Inte Akbunel Mullah Muhammed 


during ti 
Company’ 
‘the tne 


76, Kanal Midayat, Husain Ali (Nase-uk-Mulk) 
‘Born about 1880, son. of the Inte Mukhbie-ul- 
Dowleh, KCLE. 
He was prominent in the political events asso- 
ated with tho conatitational troubles of 1900-11, 
‘becaine a mernber of the second Majlis in 1013, 
pointed Minister of Poste, 
Teleerphe, Commerce and Fublie Wot, and ts 
Capacity was suspected (in eomtnon with. his 
jo) ot pe Germann eaays. He held raion 
Iministerial posts botween 1017 and 1925. 
In 1021 he noeompaniod the then Crown Prince of 
Perv on a voyage to India and to various Eoropean 


countron. 
it he wan appointed Goneror Gene of 
1 June 107 he was appointed Governor-General 
of arsed in Dey 127 wot Bagdad we 
cna ‘anure a 
Based was, ot s. auocess; "he. fell foul of 
{he Residency owing to certain. discourteous ornis- 
tits in his conduct towards the Residency oMeiale. 
‘Thereater he. wae uneroployed. uti 
Tikva Mottled to eben uly HOt, potted 
2 ° 
Gordmor of Tehran, Noveber 1908 wail Deca 
{i "Prosident of tha Cour dex’ Comptes "or 


Ambassador to Afghanistan, Jant 
Tin is'a pleasant and jatelligent 


sctive Communist and was known as the Persian 
repressniative on the Comintern. Sentenced to 
death by Reza Shab, but was pardoned and then 
imuprisoned with fifty-three other | Communiste, 
Eailed ix 1040 to Bandar Abbas; released on tho 
fal of Teas in 194.” ected fo thy Tourtecrth 

ajlis for Kaevin, by belp of the Soviet representa: 
tive. Put im charge of the pablicity of the Tudeh 
Party in August 1944, Generally regarded as one 
‘of the more decent Tudel members, He is believed 
to be dissatisfied with the complete subservience af 
his party to Soviet interests. Married to a Persiau 
related to the Kin family who acts osu accoucitns 


7a, Karimi, Ragir (MMeazsib-od-Daslah) 

Born nbot Weer, Eduented. in the School of 
Polen! Science in Tebran his career in 
fhe Ministry for Forign Adsiry, bing fit attached 
the Hosta et sel er eplped the 

Sahinet ofthe Ministry “Appanted’ Chel of 
Cabinet fo 1021.” Appointed ‘counsellor tthe 
Peesian Logetion in Washington in 1820, Sent to 
i lap Pera cate a 8. Tatar 
in the same year appisied counsdllor to the Persian 
ogation fa Kabul, but ould only proceed ax far un 
Hier he rnd a rian wna goer. 
Appolited Under Secretary tthe Ministry of Ronde 

‘Commusiestions in 1090, sod Acting atinter 
ii 9 "Appolnted nabaantve, Miniter of Monde 
ti Comat ty ES, ta to reg 
ta’ February 1202. owing. i sid to being 
to build roads fost enough tor Hin Majesty the 
ecthah, “Te wes nabsequenlly appointed Persian 
Miniter Ju ogtoty towards’ she’ ond 1 
Appointed Minister for Yoeign Afi hn Frooyh 
Gahinee of Soptember 1988 

Went ono Aghanisten and Todia 
November-Dcember 15, aod ‘wan the foes of 
the Viceroy (Lard Willington) at'Delh” feagned 
Mahi ‘te uoemploed, tay 

Joreroor General of Bastera Aearbaljan, Ape 1007 
Ambamador. Kabul. July 1098. Ambassador, 
Angorn, Ortobec 103, 

“Minister of Public Health, December 1941. to 
Marsh 1042 Thon Miaiter of Proance In Quwain: 
tSaltannh's Cabinet of August 1042 but re 
Talore ta fll erebontancen which did his Nile 
ret, Apfointed to Angora me winbassador in May 
TOUR but Gut on proceed: the Turks ppene to ike 
him ae Tile a the Teng who have n0forgtes 
how he opposed them inthe dapute concerning the 
ShattetAmb water Minister of Edvontion in 
Saris ehuled Cabinet of August 1044. Delegate 
to UNO, January 16 Afiicter to. Dente, 
erway aad Swedea, Apel 146 
jledmny 18 ea rd, ae roped 

re acespod, the pont of Minister for ore 
‘Atsirs in Hak Cabinet, bot he remained fa 
SHockholm. A man of foteligene and energy 


D. Mustafa ) 

ioen in Tehran IEE Hirother of Bante Kasim 
Bawonted ‘School "of Political ” Science 
Telit, toed the Ministry of Balveation 1014, 
‘tod appointed Dizector of Edvortion at Reet in 
1015. Caused great deal of trouble to. the 
Brith forces and the Tanperial Bonk ot Pers 
during the war of SOMc18. Financial ‘agent 
Isfahan 1020-22" nth Ministry of “Finasee, 
1028-25. Under-Seoretary nt the Ministry of 
ustion, 1927-28. Chaieman of the Caspist Fiaberies 
‘Committec, 1925-82." Governor-General ot Kerma 
1962-85. 

‘Engaged in politica after the fall of Reza Shab; 
tried to found ® new party without success, June 
1042 “Elected member of the Majis for Kerman 


1943, alter vehement protestations of repentance 
for his auti-Briuish past. 

‘As one of the leaders of the Tttbid--Mill fraction 
in the Majlis, be consistently and strongly opposed 
the spread of Soviet influence, and right at the end 
of the fourteeath Majlis he was uot atraid to deliver 
4 speech violeatly entical of the Soviet's breach of 
the Tripartite Treaty. 


40. Kashani (or Kashi), Saiyid Abul-Qasim 

ora about 1888 Eclveated at Kerbela and lived 
there for snany years as a mujtahid. Expelled by 
the Iraq Gorerainent ia 1022 for moo-co operation 
with out policy in that country, and cane buck to 
Persia, where he bas boon aver since. Kept in the 
beckground during Reza Shah's reign, but oo the 
latter's abdication in 1081 came back into promi- 
ence aod achieved a certain popularity partly owing 
1 his reputation a» an opponent of Hera Sbab. 
ie ann tna, wagner 192% fed in 
into intrigues with Gorman agents and in August 
1040 be dod from Tehrna to ovoid arrest. He wae 
rresiad by Belsh security suborities in June 1044 
tod confoued to having holped German agents. 
Risleaved in Auguat 1045.” He nurses «bitter 
fnmnity towards the Trthah. Arrested by Quvam-us 
Sultazeh Joly 1946 and relonsed ta November 

“A prowloen politcal mullahs "0 1048 be 
Inoligated decaabstrations agaiont Abdul 11 
Haye ater ater a Yoen ted Pe 


41, Khajeb-Nuri, Ghulam All (Sizat-us- Salta) 

esol anne Nowry (NicareotsDaclal). Bamber 
sf the Vrotocol Department of the Ministey. for 
orsign Afar for moveral gear, with an interval ae 
Sorvfary at the Legation i Home in 1985, Visited 
Tendon in September 1097 on business connected 
wrth the priming. bankenotee forthe Irealan 
Governmest and fomminatone tor the Rogol pale 
Gh Hooper in the Miniaty foe Foreign Atnns 
1046 

Telvented party in Russa, whore he learnt ballet 
dancing, ‘Site Frooah and Hiumiaa.. ‘Though of 
decoiees opearsnen, bes lpful and tnodly 
ied ty Ret cultivated ad arming wile, who Yo 
‘daughter of Dr All Asghar Say, he e howptable 
toil popular with the Diplomatic Corps 

Tide ome Yasue seven fr ibe Court aftr the 
fall‘otftern ‘Shak, tho. Totest ‘000 being French 
fastrootr ta Ube Queen Motbee. whoa be sdesree 
with an otbualanmn which ino erie to hie itll 
fens ite prefers fo be hacen nx Noam Khajeh 
Sue 


42, Kivowruvani, Ahmad, Major-General Sarlashgar) 
‘Was a temporary command of the sir foree in 
1081 during. the occasions when General Ahrund 
Nakhshevan seas sispended, and again in 167 sehen 
General Nakhchevan was appoint (0 the 
ister of War. Promoted brigadier (Sartip) and 
laced in comntannd of thy sir force, 1080. 0.C. 
Fron Tabris, 112, but returned to ba head of the 
tir force ‘at the end of 1044, after he had been 
‘xpelled by the Ruesians from’ Azerbaijan 
Tend of the Transport Directorate, Ministry” of 
War 1016. Deputy Chief of the General Stal, 1047 
‘Shows commendable energy, but his ideas are out 
of date. 


83. Kishavarz, Fariden, Dr. 

‘Ham i 1006... Parily edveated in France at» 
doetor of medicine and formerly practised ut 
Pahlewi. but now runs large and prosperous 
children’s clinic in Tehran Ta 1944 became ona of 
The lending members of the Tudeh Party, of which 
‘ho is a member of the Central Committer, and sines 
then has boon responsible in large measure for the 
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orgunisstion of the party, Editor of; the Tudeh 
pewspaper. Tudeh Deputy for Pablevi in the 
Tith Majlis Ln December 1045 was invited by 
the Soviet Government to attend ceresnonies. he 
in Tuahkeud on the 20th anniversary of the founda- 
tia of the Central Asian Middle East College, 
Minter for Edsonlen under Gavenve Satan) 
in August 1946, but. was drop) the Cabinet 
reshutile of October of the sume year. During his 
tenure of office he succeeded in dling many impor- 
tant ports ia the Miuistey with Tudeh merbers and 
Sympathisers Completely unscrupulous and 
Feported to be 8 perfect tool for the Mussians, An 
‘accomplished. public «peaker, 


84. Kooros, Issa (Esau) : 

Bom about 1896. A commissioned officer in the 
South Persian Rifles during the 1014-18 war. For 
toany Sara leading merchant of Tran, ryprose 
{ative of Lnperial Chemical Industries, Metropolitan, 
Vickers 80." Has a branch ia London, and bis wife 
sd siden aren England (1048), Speak exca 
Jont English snd. is well disposed towards us, 
Patriotic and of atrit integrity. Fell into disgrace 
under Been Shwh through no fault of hie own, 
Seewis inclined to enter politics and stood for. the 
Majlis for Tohran 1048) without success, Vi 
Prosident of ‘Tehran Chamber of Cormerce since 
Oowher 1012 Member of Tehran Municipal 
Counoit 1043, Member of board of directors at 
Frenian Arwaye 1048, Deputy for Tehran in 
Afieenth Maja 

Probably, the went 


‘Rupal, Major-General (Sarl 
3 Nove Hh uber Usa vente In. Pasa 


‘aad Constantinople, Originally an artillery officer 
fut joined the gondarmane ix 1011.” Was with th 
‘Rie vente apoacied Wasa In 196. 
‘Went to Angorn on o congratulatory tisaion in 102 
aia remained. ike os Tulitary ‘attaob, Ul 026 
‘Gn the staf of the G00, North-West Division in 
Too "Chet of pole in 1020, To teroparnry come 
Inand of tho ale fron in 1, Tolan aioe with 
the Inaq forces. in. the. dporations ngalba! 
Sulian Loita Mead of the Conscription Di 
fant 19, Accompanied the Shunk oh 
toTwrkey in OM Eas the Gallisoll ar 
Governor of Raxaleh in, 1941, but roid thenoa 
Inia goat hurry whon the town wns threatened with 
insurrection by Kur 
Biupocted of con 
fntimate with 
‘Arrested atthe instance of he Alliod. secur 
avibortien Saptonbae. 108, roloesed Muy 104 
Director of Miltary. ‘Teibusal, Te 
140. Ap 
Banepa and Yoquacia 
Neither studious “nor 
Shanes so interest in horso racing 
'A'hovine aod brutish appearance gives tho clue to 
bis pervonality 


‘86, Lankarami, Shaikh Husaio 

‘Ror about 1800 in Soret Azerbaijan. Elected 
Deputy for Arebit in Use fourteenth Malin, Owed 
election to Soviet intervention. Without Russian 
backing would have ‘oo influence. Noted Tobran 
intriguer, mob orvtor and teouble-niaker. In 1414 
‘was einployed by the Shah to stir up trouble againat 
Baysid Zincod-Din, A typioal Alkhwod, venal and 
double-faced. Qavem arrested him July 1040, but 
rolensed] him in December. 

Arrested, in Marsh 1048, together with hin thtoc 
brothers, ii connexion with the rounler of the 
journalist Mulammiad Mas'vd. Subsequently 
reledsed. 

me 


4. morohant in ‘ebran, 








4 


87. Malik. Dr. Sa‘id (Luqman-ub-M 

iin about 100 cts wellhneh Asean 
{ninily of doctors. Served as w doctor in the ariny 
anit the gendarmerie. wod retired front military ser 
Viow in the reign of Kexa Slult. Minister of Health 
ws 1064 and 1046 |. Beyut, and Hokieni, 
a oguin under Makin from Deceasber 1047 to 
Sune THEA professor ot Te 


aed 
aot ianan oneness 
pope erring 
Pec a eo 
cia cores ence 
cara ara ena 
Made Minister of the Tatar, "Tranaferma tthe 

it Minister of Roads and Communications in 

‘1983. yd January 1996 on 

NE Sy pee ET 
opine tiated oe Anse ota 


As the 

signesd in 

Khorm 

1042," in which past he showed. son 
‘energy in collecting wheat, though is adiiinis- 
tention of the funds of the shvine Tai’ hitn open to 
Various meousations of eyiberalenient. — Recalled 
fram Khor 1815," Appointed 
Governor-General, Axerbaijan, December 1016. 
Mansur la bollaved 10. have 


ido 
the of the 


Daring the tive be wan employed in the 
Miniatry for Voreign Affaire he: was brought into 
ontant very frequently with thle Togaion, nad wae 
alway found tobe frilly and agerenble:” A clover 
funn. often. In the tunning for the pvt of Prive 
Ministor,  Sjeuks Peenchs 


89, Marztan, De. Tonal (Amin-al-Stulk) 

‘orn shout 1875, at Roshi, Studiod medicine in 
France, aud haa practived as an ocullst at Tabran 
for uboat the tat forty years. Visited London in 

wexlon With the Constitutional movement. in 
1000, Mle had several excursions into polition, 
having boon Minister of Ports and Telegrapbs when. 
‘over his Collowsitizen, the tate a in 
power Owe Ti property in es, ut ie 
Dot eh pnd wll prac 10 his appointment 
seyhiniter ot Pathe Heath ‘under 
altonoh in 1042, Ho roan 
Decewnibee 1042. "Took. a provni 
vising the Tehran elections. Y 

ofthe Anti-Naraatie Leg 
Minister of Health in Hakisai'e Cab 
Benevolent nnd ogreeahte manner 


90, Masud, Akbar 
‘Horn 1585. Bi 
Mua’ Mira 
wah, Was early. ‘as one of the moet 
intelinent ofthe Z's fourten sone, 
‘succeeded to the me 
{ince Mtnistor of Publ Woekw 
101K, Ministor for Foruign ABaies 1 


‘who arranged the abortive Anplo-Perian Twraty 


1020; Governor‘ eroianaba and! Hamdan i 
Noviber 10. ‘Governor-General of Fars i023 
25, and aga i 1900" Atvested sry ster the 
fat of Fur Mien tn 129, and Hep ee urea 
Innes seer Teheas foe svcel masihe Those 
teed gut Terai 08 wen he wat 
Mlowed to retorn Wohi’ vast propertion a 
around Isfahan. £ 

Tiled Ms own cer ai father's intgation 
a plat of honour a 3000." He secu te bane 
five own the ‘lum of this decd "Ee. bece 
seal ite Ep nde ated gland 
yas Png aad French del an peso 
anced clover and ing, "The ‘two-fold 
tigen of being YroDeni uals Gap proveoted 
Him soning beak Yo joer during’ tor Rghoe ot 
aon Shah 'Sineo the Tal of Itew, Shah he’ bos 
tontinued let fen pubic ura Uno he as 
pein wach tr wat gtng on, and has moe 
Serene the‘ wetleal conte of toe eeert 
Ahing Tota te tlc great ese fn Es 
Inet vilegs at Angharsbad, par alse ned 
very cally have'e port to ploy to shaping Perwa't 
Tote nthe west wt oars” Har one naring 
ton, ane deughter A Tanoan hoster 


91. Marudh, Abbas 
itr In 158 iy Tetum. dora tn otra, 
{oro sear in France. A Joualist by Profession, 
ind by nature. Proprietor with hia brother, Janval 
Mesooodi. of eno of the two principal veruseulet 
‘nity papers in Tehran (the (ttla'at) and of the 
Fronelr daily paper Jovrnal de Tehvew.” We boron. 
Janine ome Shah, wan Chow ine to 
eu. Syrin and Egypt on hie welding tour as, press 
representative. and kept the Tehran teas sorted 
‘wih a stream of nocotnta of the Prince's dalaga in 
that quan le that along wae perriltted 
to Perdana when speakiog of hele roonrehy. "A 
Deputy in the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and four: 

seen Maan 

Tm the thtteonth Majlis came out strongly in 
shin to QuvamssbeBaltaneh, boing soweedy besten 
ty ime af Ms opponente to. the riots of the iy 
her, 1042. "Vaid Palestine and Reyps in 
Tune 1048, Appointed Dinwctor of Tran 
Aicways, December 1844." Visited! United Stater fn 
April T045, ax one of soveral representatives of the 
‘Tehran pee invited by the American Government. 
Covnred’ the 1.N.0. meetings in Tondon in. ently 
1006 


15AS “A nephew of Dr. Musaddiq, 
Whose daughter we has married. Educated in 
Tebrun, partly al, the American Ce tered, 
the Ministey for Foreign Affairs in 1918. Persian 
seorary to the Garman Lagation in Tbran 1030- 
25. Katumed to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
19A8-27. Joined the Ministry of Justice in 1087 
fund appointed Attorney-General of the Court of 
Appeal. Sent to Europe by the Mioistry of Justine 
in 1020 0 take up an advanced course of ta 

which he studi 


national Law Conference held in Berlin ia 1005, 
Minster of Justice 1006, Member ofthe mision to 
- rae A 

Apri 1980.” Prime Minister, October 1200. 


Hece Shab made him resign in June 1080, and bis 
‘conduct of tho various nogotustions which bad taken 
Place while be was Prime Minister gave rise to a 
‘rong suspicion that he was favouring the Germans. 
Is fact. in the speech which he made to journalists 
xud Majlis Deputies sborlly after Matin-Daftary's 
discnisaal, Teza Shab accused him of not 
fully to tho Shab. However, itis dificult to believe 
this; th Shah being an absolute autocrat, receiving 
detailed reports from numerous sources, it, seems 
alike that any’ Prine, Miniter would rik the 
al wrath bs suppressing anything. He hin 
it was the Shalt who otdered hin to favour the 
Retired into seclusion in June 1040 until 
re Inter. Tt 1943 wos evidently hoping to 
fe-enter the political arena. Arrested as a suspect 
Juve 1043, but soon released. Minister without 
Portfolio in Qavamn's Cabinet, Februnry 1046, 
Stace ‘candidate foe Tebran in 
at wor alected lor 
Kohiay. An ative member of the ion 
Metented Quvntn-um-Saltaneh in De i 
Frencl nod Oermno, nian tte Bogs 
led in England. A very hant-working 
ficial, always very helpful when 
ker, with a thorough know: 


Misbab-Fatint, AWN, 
Hated to Trade alana 
‘known Tefahan tay 
to Seifpur Pati and 
er under the Ministry 

in var pots nd tape 

3 
‘ton wall wt 
Jteanian Oil Company 
cooperated satistactetly during the 

Talna troubles ofthe 


Politieal ‘Science at Tobran 
‘of the Ministry for Yorvign Affairs, and. served. in 
‘coriain ussian posta olso ‘Trebigond, A” porsonal 
freon of Ki who. wheo Minister for 
1084, appointed Monsed head of 
section of the Ministey which 
deale with Tussin. Consul-General at Herat in 
10, Head ofthe Gousuler Departnant of the 
for Foreign Affairs, November 1 
Gounselloe, Angora. Novetnbor 1038, 
try for Porwign Affairs about 
1040 sod in 1941 beoaine the head of the Consular 
fod Passport Departinent 
Persian Government representative at Beirut, 
ary 1044, with the rank of Minister Plei 


A somewhat dried-up individual. Speaks Russian 
‘and Freach, 


9S. Mudabbir-Nuri, Kazim (Mudabbir-us-Saltauch) 

Born 1804 in Shire Tn 1012 entered Govern- 
‘ment service and till 1927 was employed in Govern 
tment oifices in Fars. reaching the rank of Aasistant 
Governor In 1985 Governor of Yeed: in 1087 of 
Ardebil; i@ 1988 of Luristan; and in 1941 of 
Maranderan, where he had to cope with the 
inveding Russians im August and September of that 
year. In May 1043 appointed Governor of Infahan, 
fd eat unall and eo operative in collecting ran, 
fe. Recalled, 1941. Appointed Governor of Yazd, 
ao. 

A talkative man, fall of bright ideas and  groat 
sense of hia own importance. 
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96, Moqaddam, Hassan, Major-General 
nme Sbot ibe” Commented at Sony Bagh 


in 1920, General Officer Commanding, North-West 
Disision, December 1029, General Officer Com= 
manding Kurdistan Division at -Senneh 199, 
When in Kurdistan bad « reputation for efficioney 
snd energy. Was the undisputed rvler of the 
peorince of Kurdistan from. 1988 to 1041, General 
Officer in command of the troops in the West when 
the Ruso-British invasion took place in 1041, and 
alter handing over to the invading forces retired 
to Tehran, 

Being un old friond of Reza Shali he was retained 
in the army and in June 1042 was rondo Governors 
Genoral of Azorbaijan, on. account of his loeal 
Knowledge und alleged ability to got om with the 
Russians, However, being himself n landowner in 
the district he became involved in all sorte of 
sticaoery concerning his wheat, and tiled. 10 

Yor Tebran, Hy 


lay and finally din 
to. have: resisted 
‘tome time tho ordor to report to Tebran= instend 
‘Of obeying he rotined to hia estatox. nowr Maraghe 
Ministry of War Ioxpootor Juno, 1045 
Mugaddam givor the improssion of 
I cautious old. soldier, unable 


ng 1 clover 


ter be 
ul-Mulke 


ime aa juriet, Appointed Governor 
ta Fare in’ 1020.” Appointed. Minister of Yinan 

ed! wuthonity 

nv that Minit. 

However, during hie six months’ tenure of that 
portfolio’ be destroyed. indiseritninotely tho. good 
With the bad, and at tho end tho orgnniaation. was 
‘wor tha. before, i he proved himelf entirely 
Incapable of making reforms. Appointed Gavernor- 
General of Anerbaijan th 1982, and in, 1028 became 
Minister’ for Fovoign Afaits tor  othod. of four 
twogntha. Elected. aa « Deputy to the fourth fs, 
fd ani torn ofthe Mui from Tohenn Ovi 
{0 hin opponition 40. Ho Govornient im tho. sixth 
erin, slope ware taken to. provent his election to 
the seventh Malis. 

Tinprisoned nnd otherwise il-tronted. by. Mean 
Shab he spent the lash fow years of Teas eign 
in village near Toliran, Mendis the poll in the 
Tolan elections io IMM. Tried unsiceewsfully to 
‘unseat Sayyid. Zin 

Sponsored tho Oil Taw of Documber 104 
prohibiting the sevnt of any oil concomion, until 
after the departure of all foreign troops from Pernia. 
Made determined  offort to he. re-eleoted. to 
fifteenth Majlis but though Wwe obtained. m. large 
‘umber of votes, was dofoated by the sundidates of 
the Iran Democrat Party. A demagoguo, » windbap. 


98, Musavizadah, AW Akbar 
President of Brovincial High Court of Ustons 1 
snd 2 in May 1012. Was suspected of pro-Axie 
Setivtis in World War 11 and was tterned by the 
Trish aod. rolensod ix Suly 1049. Was tot 
enineot ‘fth columnist andi wai, by” the 
Minister of War, to bear the British no fl-wil for 
having boon interned, Member of delegotiin under 
Mounier Pir wk wnt Tabs In 140 to 
finncunce agrecent batween Cenfenl Gorérnment 
find Demoopata, Meraber of Qa 
Dernoorat Pa 








etians Supervisory Council 196. Appointed 
mroor-General of ‘Fetran in October 1946, but did 
nol Jake up the appointesent oting to his inclusion 
in Qu taneh's Cabinet of October 1M is 
Minister of Justice. 
Dropped from Cabinet in June 1057 «nd appointed 
Governor-General of Tehran. Relieved. of thix ap- 
ointment in January. 1948. 


9%, Mutamidi, Ali 
ee eh Had tn ratte 
alist Ee as Ane oe tte 
oat wiser carmen eae gaes 
Pi aioe alo ne 
Fe pre te ay el, ak 
rat atta tk att 
iit ett San 
gh 
iba i age oa 
ity. Head of the Department of Rogie 
area a en ean ae ter 
of Justice, March 1988 When the Minister of 
Sst late Dany at ae Sie at 
in Oetobor 1089, he took Mutamidi with hin as 
eg nl 
Wed hese Ohta A tur 
Private Seoret to the Prime Minister in Sobeily's 
aha a te i 
Sinigeetaemraieen eras 
raat Cnet ean eee ay 
‘dean in charge of the Road Board in 1942 
Per ner nicer ree 
July 1943, Member of Advinory Council of Anglo- 
pi rer 
Titi tt Soe Anbar Taf 
Tat Sat tn de 
English. 


100, ‘aban Twa (Muazse-d-Doukh 
Yorn in Tohran 1882 Joined the Ministry: for 
Forwign Affues in 1800. Consul at Batourn 1908. 


Consul ot Ashkibad 1010." Karyuzar at Meshed 
in 1012 Conwul-goneral at Tille 1910-21, Hae 
served 0x consul-genoral In India, Minister for 
Foreign Affaire for two months In Seysid Zin's 
Cabinet of 1921. Consul-goneral in Syria 1680. 
Minivtor in Iraq 1081-2. “Appointed president of 
‘the Irvn-Soviee Caspian Sen Fiherion Conpany, 
1905, “Minister nt Beumola, August 1087, Hecalted 
August 1988. 

Hood of tho Crspinn Fisheries Board again 1040. 
AA dificult pont which he held With some wuewea, ae 
he knows "Tussin well nnd wns often able” to 
testa, by fit play, he Tua pln 
fo guin completo control of that undertaking 
Ministor st Lisbon, Ovtober 1944, 

‘A corpulent little man, speaking French, Rossian 
sand Ringlish, Was woll ia with ‘Teymourtach, but 
survived the lattor’s all” Suspected of tm 
Irroyular wer of eustonne petiloge while er 
broad Quite. wellidisposed pervon, thotigh not 
exceadingly intent, 


101, Nafsi, Hassan 
‘Third son of the late Dr, Ne 
{ip Tehran 1596," Eaonted in 
France in 1900, where he 
ie Ministry a) when he ippointed 
Director of the ‘ction Departinent of 
‘Tehran Municipolity. Left for France in 1! 
whore he atudied law for wo years. Obinined 


Agree of doctor of law from the University of 
Paria and tbe diploma of the Schoot of Political 
Science.” Returned to the Ministry of Finance for 
two Seas nis Nada the roar 
al ofthe Court of Appen! in 1027, vod fa 28 
Fresthot of the Tibeesl al Commer Seine 
{he al of the Angoranian OM Coma gl 
‘sited London 102 Lat 
fsvnpany’s servien it 1000, snd Set “up private 
fractice x un advocate. in 1000; but ren 
Eis company’s lawyer. Has ote of the beat legal 
in Tehran. Visited Landon gain ia 1088 


jerougbi's Cabinet 1A, 
and did good work 
farveting the country 
Heesiguedl with that Cabinet ently in 1942. Persian 
went representative to nternational Bank 
ol Pinaprial Adviser to the Prime 
Minister under Qovum-us-Baltaneh, autunsn 1947. 
Post abolislwd in January 1048. 
Beek a Socaneere tase Daily kt 
Spoukx and French. A very #04 
‘with « sound knowledge of looal aid 
has heen very helpful on many oseasions to th 
eambassy of liga po 


102, Nalish, Said 
Seeond son of the late Dr. 
Horn in Tehran 1808, Kdueated 
Tae in Pree. Returned to Perini 10 
wos amployed in tt intry of tho Interior. 
Fecalrlad to. the. ‘iaisey ol! Puble: Werks In 
1016, where he held different penta till 1027. Sines 
then’ hax boen profomor of the Persian language 
‘and literature in various Haw ales done 
'& good deal of journal 
Tournal de Téhiewn wo oth sapere 
inso been active in promoting the frst Persian 
cinoma film. Has a great reputation ax x prose 
writer. Author of life of the poet Rudakl, and 
of 8 Pronch-Persion ” Bublished sorne 
violently anti-British articles in the local prea 
whon the D'Aroy Concossloa was cancelled. 1 
eartain knowledge of the Pallavi language A 
tmerober of the Iranian Aeadenny” (Farhongistan). 
‘Avacholar of sorte ani on active propagandist 
of pro-Fuasian views, Visited Moncow im auluron 
of 1045, 
Prominent in the Soviet-Inuninn Cultural Society 


103. Najm, Abul-CQasion 
one fekein 10. Son ofthe late Neji 
Mull, noted astronomer, 

Educated at the School for Political Science at 
Tolman. Entered the service of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affe in 1911,” Chiet accountant wt the 
Miniatey 1020-24. and gain from 1926-28. Trans: 
ferred to the Ministry of Finance, and appointed 
Dirwotor-Genersl there. in 1960,” Vader Secretary 
to that Ministry i 1988. In November of Unt 
Bibles tainted Minister 

iter in Tokyo earl 
pesca 
tion for Japanese rothods. Ambassador at Kebol 
10. 
Hie Majesty’« Minister, Kabul, reported that 0 
ineffective, bis co-operatiog with 
tian being adequate but ho more 
‘clernbly well. Minister in the 
shortlived Hakimi Government in the surminet of 
1045 but had not loft Kabal when that Governinent 
fell.” “Miniater for Foreign  Afeire in Hakina's 
Cabinet of November 1945. He did his best to deat 
with the Azerbaijan crisis but the difieal 
too great for him. 


Minister of «fn Hnkital's Cabinet, Decern= 


ber 1047 June 1948, 


14, Nakai Mohammad 

Bore about 10d educated in| Poring, peak 
French 

Secrecy ofthe’ Persia’ Legation io’ Bromele 

25 for pore gents, md hen: resaioad 
teaching Perna, Algo ated low, and 

sventually reluresd to Pers to join the National 
Bont os eed of is legal department, Tater 
Tramfrred to, the. Minty of Fosnce an. pire 
doereery tthe Sifter {Generel Arsictbaros 
Toit intame prradeat ot the Sachauge Comme 
tion. "At tie tod of 1043 private serttary 10 the 
Prime’ Minster (Soheil). "Has vised Bagtand, 
fod bia theta tt hi dectcrnie us» Gaerallon 
Ga Le. Perse en Tran 

Hs lt inc Oanral, 15 ws, 48 
Ieipe. to organi Government. Employees 
Tetaoa" Acidaton, Freaient of Abseaion of 
Taian, grefusues of Belgian Universities 

Miniter of Comaverce ia, Sai'e reconatitoted 
Cebinot of Aunt TO 

Minister of Ayricultur in Bad's Goverameot ia 
1048. 

Capable, intelligent and welldinpoeed towards 
ox. Truter af DF Homein Quis. Brotborialow 
faim 


103, Nakhchevan, Ahmad, Major-General (Sarlash- 


Hort’ at Tolan about 1808, The son’ of an 
emigrant. from Nakhelivan, in the Caveans 
Kalveated in Persia and France, Yitered the 
Consatk Division Selvin 1010, Countniesionedd 
In the eavalry in 1012.” From 1919 0 1020 served 
in Arerbaijan, Kurdestan and Gilan, At Kaavin 
In, 1120 he became » supporter of Rene Shab snd 

ined him for the coup d'Btat. In 1022 sent 6 

mice for three years’ course in’ lying. In 
returning to Persia in 1926 he flow all the way 
from Paris to Tohrwn, Direwtor af the Air Fares 
In 1027.” Suspended from duty at reinstated three 
times during 1600.2. Commanded. the sit force 
ain tron TH to dh end of 080, "Was conned 
‘the boat Persian pilot. Employed in. the Ministry 
St War carlin W00! Unter Sections for Wet 
im 1908 nd virally Minter, oving (prolonged 
Yacancy in that appointment. Acting Minister of 
War throughout the latter part of 1038 and. the 
‘whole of 180 nnd 1040," Iinpeisoned and. nearly 
executed by Teva Shah io a ft of rage during the 
‘attack on Persia in September 1041, | Minintar for 
War in Feroughi's Onbinet 141-42. "Not employed 
fn oficial posts since then: be has had. trouble 
‘With one eye. Proposed ns Military Attaché in 
London but did not proceed. Appointed Head of 
the Air Foroe in the early summer of 1944, Paid 
& formal visit to United Kingdom in November 
2244 somes with cbs et th Fean 
Air Forwe on Hurricanes. but was promptly 
Teplaced by soother officer, Subsequently. visited 
Atnerica, “Appointed ‘General of Army in 
1945. Transferred General Staff Apel 1046 

‘Speaks Fronch and Rossin, A gainbler, not 
very interosted in politics. A patriotic and fairly 
dependable person, well-dinposed to us and honest 


106, Nakbchevan, Muhammad (Amir Muvassaq), 


‘General (Sipahbud) 

Born’ at Teheee sleet 159, Mi father was an 
Offer in the Cossack Brigade Educated partly 
in the Rossian Military School at Tiflia. On his 
Peturn to Persia be joined the Cossack Brigade 
of the Military Academy at Tehran in 


a7 


192 as «reward for loyalty to Réza Shah; be Wad 
previousis been engaged in the fighting in Gilan 
with the Bolsheviks and Kushik Khas In 1028 
appeinted’ Acting: Chief of the General” Staff 
Acting Minister of War in August 1024; aténined, 
tho rank of Arie Lashkar in 1035, Relievod of 
his fametions es Acting Minster in April 1086, 
Hond of the Porean Stall College, 102 

‘An exceedingly stupid, fat mtn, who appears 
to owe his high appointments to a habit of oarrying 
ut orders with mo comment; nover holding wny 
opinion of Lis owa, he aever went far wrong, ani 
finally fell sinoply from the fot that his stupidity 


Frencle and w Tithe 


how 
Minit ofthe 
td wns tm charge of the 
st Tadayyun in” Docu 
Mister to" Chiua,damiary 
‘atin 


Tha Aranelated and, adapt 
‘a number of foreign playy, i 


hone of Molidte.  Sponkx Fronch 


108. ‘ikpay, Pane (Azizultah) 
Torn HRA By the Church Mission 
ian abit ab the American College 
‘Speuks English ool French. Started 
hie career in hie Miniaey of Fingnee.” Director of a 
lacy and dinpoctant ruil in Isfahan, Governor of 
Kermanshah in 1040-42." Keprerented fastory 
‘owners at Thterbational Labour Cunterenes in Pati 
Gotober’ 1043." Governor-General of Rersuanshah 
May 10M6 when he not hiosalf aluyoat untoservedly 
the task of promoting Goverament Interedts tn face 
of incronting Tudeh displeasure. Until the me of 
his recall ta Tehran, he resolutely porsued his policy 
Sf strengthening Bightwing opposition to the 
‘Tuddh and where unsurmountable opposition yas 
ot encountered, he directed. local aflaire with 
SXnmnplary eMiianey” Political Under-Secretary and 
‘ssetant to the Pritve Minister, Quvai-us Beltane, 
in July. 1040; granted, Minitaral rank Septem 
108: gnd. Minister of Posts, Telegraph and. Telo- 
pues der Qavatnn-uliane in Osan 104, 
Resigned Deootuber 1040 to hecotne 1 eatididate for 
Tahun in the elections for the Nfieenth Ma 
wn clectod nnd thereafter reappointed. Minster 
Dropped trams the Cabinet bn Hume, 107, 
Avzenlone.sdminintentor a frankly. pro-Beitish 
Ploneantapoken tl Intelligent. An inkrguer. art 
entirely banest. bit Oiefly and capable. Appears 
to be calightened ators regarding relat of 
‘employer and employe. 


109, Nurzad, Gholam Reza 

Born in Tehran about 1880. “Bauented in ‘Tebran 
Entered the service of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs in 1905 sind held different posts in. vari 
consulates in Russia. First secretary. of the 
Embassy at Moscow in 1922 Counsellor there 
in 1984, and later Chargé d’Affaires. Chief of 0 
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ection at the Ministry 1088. Consulsgeneral at 
Delhi 1088, "Head of the Consular’ Departivent, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, November 10 

Cousl-general at Stamboul, May 104. Recale 
July 1943 and sppoiated head of the International 
Rolmions Depurtmeot ia the Ministry for Foeeign 
Aduirs, Novernber 1949.” Transferred to tho Court 
1044." On Committee of Husso-Persinn Cultural 
Relations Socinty, 1044 

‘Speaks French and Russian, as well os a certain 
amount of English. A rather long-winded person, 
but quite hamless. 


110, Pahlavi, Shab Motamead Riza 
‘Tho eldest son of Klea Shab hy the daughter of 

‘Teytooue Khan; this lady Was the ex-Shah » eblef 

consort and. wae Knows 6s the Malika” 

Torn on 260h October, 1010, and pevelained Vali 
Atv. of heitapparent oo Txt January, 192, 
Eadlvented in ‘Tolran yinlér Wltors at feat, and Vben 
in Switectland at La Rosey. under the dirvction of 
De, Mindat Naflsi: Herrned. to, Persie inthe 
spring of 1090, Extremaly evn on football and 
other speets. Spouk excellent French und good 
Bglish 

trothed (oJund 1988 and marred rine 
wr of King Faron of Kaypt, nt Cairo oo 
Oth Moroh, 100, ‘The sarviagy wan prewwded bya 
very potnpous foueney thevugh Iraq, Syrin and 
Hagpt._ The principal wadding festivitles took place 
"Teliran in April on the couple's arival, and wore 
Jed hy ilelegutions frown "many. countries, 
Inshuling thi Kael of AUDlone anil Hee Tos} High 
fnew Priiciss Allee. the Duke of Spoleto aad 
ral Weygand. Tho only oftapring sa far is one 
daughter, Shahnar. born ity 160. Quon Fnusiel 
Tuas heen living in Egypt since 1068 and weems un 
likely 10 return to Peri. 

Mulan Winn sigesedet vo the vein, om the 
about He in 
dlotermined to interpret literally the provision of the 
Conatitution whioh say thut the Shah ie the cor 
mander of the armed foroes, and has hitherto 


2 os Sle, pte 290 


Jc in the rots of 8th Doge 
reabutte of Suals Cabinet in Beeoto: 
athe ne a pre 


Jani (in the reported 
‘Toran Conferwnie fit Novernber-I 
"hem King in feet os sll 
sadiniration for 

Didterty anti-B 


Britis expelled 
tn nia fact the latter aooated atthe advance of 
pa on obra, 
Tcome mgr amateur plot andi « 
sbi hove 
‘AL hour he strate Qavan-ue Saltaneh and has 
tala number of neta difercoces with bm slnce 
be Becune Prine’ Minister i 1040.” the later 
part of 1040 onl eurty mathe uf 1947 the Shale 
Pap en er en 
fe enchuraed the Opposition to Queam when the 
Lath Seas cea’ tis an spay fr te 
gam wo ete Bcc 14 
THa'haefateligenen courage isl capacity. for 
tatrigva,” To public oleranees. and” ofa Inter 
wasn be i stale Lut es no disrsndaaton ta 
The. choice Ot hs aloes ane lende 16 faethe 
vice a Te lat persone woes 


ILL. Pahlavi Royal Family 
‘The following ary recognised members af the 
Pablavi Royal Patnily :— 
Soas— 
1) Shabpar Ali Riza 
Noe foe Marl ‘sent away from 
Persia soon after ‘abdication in 1941 
tand remaited adroad, nominally completing ix 
‘education, until February 18 when he returned 
lunexpectedly to Tehran. Duriog his absence he 
married « French wotnan, but the marriage bas pot 
‘boon atficlally recognised. He i reported to be 
‘aman of violent character and to have Inherited 
fuch of hia father's temperatnent. 


©) Shahpar Abdel Riza 
Horn Toth August, 1924, He retuenesl to Tebent 

in January 0b3 alter several yours at Harvanl 

Univ Ho bas made » good impression on 

those wha have tet him. 

(4) Shabpar Ahmad Riza 

(Oise [ith eptember, 1025, Mantally ot tor 

mal. Mucried to Simin al of Tel 


Shahpar Mahmod 
yin Sid October, 1926. Present whereabouts uo. 
tan, but probed the United Sate 


Shahpur Hamid Riza 
Ore Selye ASE He ls school in 


United States. An unruly boy, 
‘away from wehcl, 


Faridun, 
: one daughter: divorced: 
second, Muhaminad Pahibud, « man of low arigi, 
‘The Hrinowes is prosideut of the Hed Lion and Sua 
Soolety. -Hhw travelled in the United States. 
(2) Shahduikht (Ashraf-al-MIui) 
(sen atch Ostober, 1910 ate sstr ot the Shab 
Married, fat, 1987, Ali Qawamn, not of Quwart-al- 
Mulk, divorced’ 1042; one son. Shah-Ram; I. 
‘Abnad Shaq, an Egyptian of good family, who foe 
‘soiuo time bas been Director of Civil Aviation. 
The Princess visited Moscow in 16 and the 
United States and United Kingdom im 1947 to stady 
social welfare organizations 


inn Shale acosnd wile was Malika Turan, who 
wens of Qajer stock om her fat She bore 
Shulam Ris, bot was divored after thr toate 
{Gn 1042 abe marred an acure merchant in Tebren 
Samed Maltpur) 
ea, Shah 
pt Fringes 
Raitt bows ied a dntghter te, 
Prince Abdul Rica 
Prince Absmad Hien 
Prince Mato Rit, 
Prince ‘Havead Ria 
Procter Fate, 


112, Pakravas, Fathullah (Amir-i-Arfa’) 

Torn eboot 1885. First became known as a snem- 
ber of the second Majlis, where it appears that he 
was the laughing-stock of his colleagues, In 1910 
he obtained the appointment of Persian Coneul- 
General in Constantinople. Frou Constantinople he 
went to Egypt ns consul-general, and later became 
Persian Minister there until he returned to Tebran 


in 109. Hecalled fron Moscow in Bebrunry 1084. 
Appointed Governor-General of Khorussan Novem: 
bar 1984. Reealled and brought to Tehran under 
surest on sorious charges of peculation and 
irregular comluct in February 1042 but wae released. 
Without trial, Appointed ainbussador to Italy late 
1045. Left to take up appointment May 1040, 

Speaks French Avently. Has a Ruminn wife who 
speaks fluent Englisis 


113, Pimavar, Hasan 

Thorn in Tehran shout 1805. il ucated in Teliran, 
Entered the service of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs 1020. First socrotary lin Cairo 195, Chiatgs 
daffoires in Cairo 11600. Tteturned ty Persia 198). 
Consul At Bombay 1982, Conaul-gencral at Mako, 
18. Howl of tho Beanonilo Scotian of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affaire 1911. Protnoted Director-General 
194%. Accompontert Quvam-us-Saltanel to Moscow 
Februnry 1946. Appointed Under-Secretary at Uhe 
Ministry for Forvign Affaire Sianary 1048 

Speske Frenah and some Knglish. Seen a 
eomsctentious afta 


4. Pishavari, Mir Jafar 

Torn in Tbe JADE but ie ttle known there 
hueving spent rood of his Mei. Tebena apd 
lavsbere War imprisoned in ‘Tebren as om 
Behthovk in tha tine of Reon Shah.” Pated Late 
Ying newpaper fir and fn 1046. wont te Table 
foe the elections for the “14th. Male and Me 
are wat supported in every pouihle, Was 
bythe Mussions but bin erodentisle wore subee- 
wantly rejected. by the Maja. ‘Younted the 
S Domokrnt' party in Tabriz tn Goptennber 1008 
tnd was elected" Frirue Minter”” the nuteno. 
Wine "Aetnjan *Gonerent iy December 
Tn thie eapecity came to ‘Tebras to” Apel 
1040 to ‘negotiate with the ‘Central Governinent 
shout the future of the witenomous republle which 
i “Anerbaijon. Vie tn Teale 
oops entered -Anerbaljan i 1046 
Teperted ts have heen Kiled f'n moter neat 

su Baku in August 1047. Wut hiv mame, 


‘of an imnpenting Soviet invasion of Areraija 


11S, Parvall, Abul-Qasim 

Born in Tehran about 1800, Educated io Tehran 
4 the School of Politieal Science, Entered the 
ervice of the Ministry for Foreign Afairs ip 1931 
A judge in the Foreign Office Tribunal from 1929 
fo 1924. Second secretary nt Brussels 1905-97, 
First secretary at Rome 1927-30. Transferred to 
the iment of Commerce in 1981, and 
‘employed ther aa chief of the Import Permits 
Section. In 1988 chief of the Passport and 
Rationality section of the ‘Minisry for Foreign 
Aftsirs. In 1904 appointed counsellor at Berlin 
Cousul-genersl, Hamburg. 1908 Hend of 
Persoanel Department, Ministry for Foreign 
Affaire, April 1930. 
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Head of the second sestion ef the Ministry for 
Forvign Affair, which deals with Traq wnd Turkey, 
WHE Miniwer ot Rens 1H-45 

Married toa German Indy 

Speaks: Freneh. A voluble little man; who hae 
«2 great ides of his own importance, and aw never 
gone out of his way to give te any help. 


116. Qadimi, Dr. Husain 
Boen in Tebran, 1808, 


tury for Foreign Aftsire 1022-28, Socretary 
ind for the Laaguo of Nations 1024-28 
‘Chief Of the Lengue of Nations and Treaty Section 
Wired A Adin at 
Gounsetlor at Berne 106 
Director f the Lawgue of Nations Section of the 
Advisory Departinent of Use Ministry, 107, od 
of the Lage of Notions Department, when that 
eotion won raised (om department in September 
Was. “Minister wt Terme 1ON1-44," Conant 
sine 1844. 

hs perfect. Fron 

ou hi 


117. Qajor, Abel Fath (Salae-od-Dautah 
Born the 1st Novoinber, TST, the third on of 
Musafarsid:Din Sha, Governor of Kermnanatal 
in 3407; of Zinjon in 1800 and IKK, ond. of 
Arnbistat: frou 1901 to. 1004, where te muoriod 
ihe. 1 Toeal chiet, Md fro "Tahron 
to Taristan in Apeil 1004, but wos: brought: hack, 
sod “aphuinted Governor ot Kunlistan i 100, 
‘Collected tribestnen, trom Laisa and tell 
sgoiust Mohaworoad AM Shab iy Juno. Or A 
Hight occurred in that’ month between I followers 
‘ond the Shah's trvope outside Nibavond. ite wen 
defeated and. took refuge atthe Brita consulate 
‘t Kermanshah, but waa handed over 0 the Persina 
nuthoritiee under proto of orwobal anf 
‘Theroaitee he was placed under survellanee. nnd 
‘wun considored” mentally: deranged. Expailed to 
Europe after coup A'Rtot ot 
ntored Vora’ wgsin. in May 1011. fromm tho 
direction of Mngind. To. the following ‘uly ‘hy 
selaod the enpital of Kurdistan. sd advnnead. ca 
ertandin Having arivad thr helt 
«lange foree of Lure, including the Kalhur. tice 
Soa rare es Tan i tnd 
‘od “Arinenian ierogulars. Were tent. paint, him 
nid inflicted n severe defeat on himn near Nubwran 
in September 1911, He then retreated 4 Jarra 
and ‘was agein: defeated fn November iit 
‘Atter some further adventures he: was. pernanded 
to.tenve--Bersia, yi raion fromthe. Persian 
Goveminent and revided tu Switeattand Ul. Tats 
Ta tut ear he foro penjoct tr gular Trrsla 
rough Tyunscanpin std’ False e -tevolt jn, the 
Avtarabad district Ho was ¢anght bya. Beit 
1018 before ervmaing 
vin Rn 
the following 
nilowed 0. ret 


Ha slipped over the Trag-Persina frootioe 
1928 somahow avoiding the Trag police quthoriies 
Hie preseace caved considerable. eenbarrionmt 
fo the new Paklavi Governsueot who realised, that 
Salar, however mind, wos 4 possible rallving point 
forces of reaction. However, after fullens 
nogotintions with various Kurdiah‘ebiefs, during 
which be contracted merringe with the daughters 
of some of them, be left Porsin in the autumn 
of 1998, ‘The Persinn Goveroment from that date 
Pld im a subsids of 1,800 rials por month fom 
secret funds up to Beptember 1088. "Salar was 


Avery effloiout nan 
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persuaded, to settle down at Haifa. after imving 
fgiven an wmnbiguovs promise to bebave himself 
On the cessution of his subsidy in 1959 he was 
inforwied by British authorities that he was irs 
to do what he liked. Since then he las been living 
‘it Alexandrian and ims, iot attempted to return, to. 
Persia after Reza Shah's fall; but his two sons, who 
have been living in penury ot Tehran for many Years, 
tary trying to get back some of the family. properties. 


118, Qaraguzlo, AW Riza (Baha-al-Molk) 

Tor about 1680. Owns property at Hamadan, 
and Is & cousio of the lato NasieuleMulk, Has 
lived in Europe for a number of years and ix « 

idunte of the School. of Political Seienves of 

‘aris. Elected to the fourth Majlis we member 
for Hawadan. Appointed Minister of Finance in 
102%, though he had held no Government offee 
before. "Resigned iy April 123, ue ho founil Alt 
hho wna controlled by De, Millepaugh, President 

joard of tho 


Ministor "of Justice "in. Quwan-9-Saltaneh's 
of Auguat TOK2: rosigned in. the following 
without having woeoroplished | wnsthing 
‘Aw honest poiitcinn. b 
munngtlng ew oa 
roquantly, to vat Parias Ah 
centric man, with reputation for honesty 


119, Qarugasty, Manan Al 
Mand younger wo of the late Nase. 

Milly Hogont of Porn. ‘Born in 1200,” Yedvented 
At Tarnow, ind Balliol Colloge, Oxford. Married 
the daughter of Teymourtnehe in 1081: nnd divoroed 
ber i 1006, ‘An attaché atthe Legation in Landon 
051. Th. the. same enpacly sat. Paris 10 
otirmed to Tehran ta ood of that ear, and 
dince eraployed inthe Mloisey for Ferg Mary, 
St'dat ta dhe ‘Trety Depariinent, and frown the 
‘ind of 1096 in the Protoect Departmen. Tru 
ferred tothe Minitry of Intorioe a tho end of 1997 

Tlotgned. trou Covernment sevice in 1008 ax 
teak to ehcken farming’ Ater the tall of Bern 
Sink "wae not employed. in Covernmeat. service 
tin Me beentye eoeetary to. Deo Milspough at 
the ea of WME; ad Alay 1048 xn plod 
St Coumt his Drotherin-tav Ala, being” Minister 
ot Court 

Charming but ieflective; hi failure to fu his 
arly promive bas been» diexppointinent, but 6 
elise in Anglo-Porsion co-operation. An Wealit 
wrth certain intelligence and.» repotation for 


‘Husain Quali (Amie Nizam) 
Pont in a she elfen son of the Tate 
Nisam, A member of the Qaragoahs family of 
Homndan and » nophow of the late Regent, Nasir- 
ukMalk-, Talented in -England and Avatria 
Pramod throngh the AMlitary Aesdomy at Vienna, 
fund seryod. with m commission fn an Auatrian 
infantry rogiment for three years. Taherited lange 
festates from hit father In the distret of Hamadan, 
but owing to his nbsence in Europe from 1021 
1a. 1030. these estates have been allowed to 
Seca yg Yeung’ ta, where be wae 
Kerinans in 1919, wi 
Nery popular, on account of his honesty and 
Inge Being 0 ich nen he wot impr 
At the timo of the coup d°Réat in 1021, and made 
fo pay 20.000 tomane as the price of his release. 
‘He! was 00 diggasted ot this unmerited treatment 
that he left Persia. snd vowed never to. return, 
Daring his stay in Europe he lost heavily nt Monte 
Carlo and Dehuville, Teymourtache met him in 


Burope in 128, ond him to. mature to 
Persin, which he did in 1029. Appointed Grand 
Mente: of Ceremonies at the Court in March 1929. 
Sent to Europe on private business for the Shah 
im March 1000 and returaed at the end of December 
‘A reputation for hotesty saved ln (rout sharing 
hin friend Teyroourtache's fall. Grand. Mester. of 
Court Ceremonics (Foreign) 1986. Distsiseed 
‘wing to royal imtabibity doning the Crown Prince » 
‘wedding celebrations in’ April 1990, snd retined to 
fils estate at Kabuds ‘eat Hatnadat 
“Aa eatremely agreeable ond iikeable can, with 
rare than a veneer of European culture, iy te 
best type of educated Persian, and is noted. for 
Iie honesty and integrity. Speaks Aueatly French, 
Gertaan. aod English 
Ts. tremendoouly rich with sample investments 
broad, Devotes touch Vine. and energy 10 
improving the lot of bis peasante.  Obstinate, but 
t fore of character ad personality.” Has gevat 
jwonee in Hatnadan area wheto be is kokol on 
ats experienced, wise and good. Honest, hard 


working and pro-Britieh, In June 1945 bequeathed 
‘peasants and distributed copies 
hem. Apeintad, the, Brit 
Tinperial Bank of Tron as two 


asa Youngest: sn ot the tale Tame’ 
gai (Saulat-ud-Dovleh), — Was appointed 
Gowortor of Fieuzabod in November 1943, but, pre~ 
erred moking frequent tripe to Tebran to living 
ft bis pont is at money by selliog 
monepaly goods deviined far the tribor ot alt 
feuormous pro 
15th Majlis. Went 
The reprobate of the 
‘oravery and recklessness, Tn 
ny and aadiatn, and ie credited ith a number 


powers of 
faking tnlsehlel. is gen 
child which ie intended 
‘excessce and by otbers to mean, 


row up 


122, Quitgai, Malik Mansur 
Barn 1007, ‘Third san of the Inte Saulatoud: 


Doulel, Stodied ot Brnscnone College, Oxturd, Of 

hawkdike appearance. and attractive personality, he 

tall rouch but slowly and tonds to repent hinneel 
Bnglish and German and a little 

Turkish and Turki. Reported 

Ly the tribespeople, where Nasir ix loated, 

to tribal pursuits of hunting and riding. Says that 

hho will to hi ‘Sppoae any Government | 

Interference with the tribe and that be i» prepored. 

to fight the army 


124, Quan Mirae oo of he Ite Sal 


A:Dauleh, Stodied nt Rewling University but left 
hecate of chronic asthioa Studied ecomornice of 
Terlin University. Deputy in 14th and 13th Maile 
for Nbaieh, A voluble speaker, Excitable and un 
troetworthy 


wt ft Ie tlre | 


1a. ‘Muhammad Nasir 
‘The eldest son. of the Late Saulat~ 
Eloted to the eighth Majlis as 
Tikhani and the most 
Influential chieftain. of 
uring 1980. Deprived of parliamentary, 
fan! nrrested for conspiracy in 1982. Fled frott 
Tohru during the general disorder in September 
YOU) nnd recovered his old position in Fars where 


Be is wow the sceepted but sot entirely undisputed 
leader of the Qashqai, Is the only ane of the four 
brothers who fs married, Does not emake or drink 
fand i a model family mon Tall, broadly built, 
Maring eyes. sight smalipax marks on fee, of come 
‘Aviast talkee and a good 
cy and, when living in 
ivilised "surroundings, is very reasonable and 
‘amenable. When living with the tribes he seetns to 
Tose his balance (where matters outside the 
parochial affairs of the tribes tre concerned) and to 
Be casily misled. This instability probably results 
from his varied earlier experiences includin 
imprisonment in Tehran with bin father who 
in captivity 

Until the summer of 1945, when he eventually 
Served up courage to came to Tehran, he seotns to 
have been generally in fear of re-lmprisontnent, . His 
‘Anniety to consolidate his position lends hin, ot the 
Prompting ‘of wthers, to see in himself future 
Governor-General of Fars, Prime Minister and oven 
‘Shah of Persia, 

Speaks little Bogtish and understands much, 
He had two Germans with his in 1048 and made a 
Janding ground, intended for German ‘seropanes 
hear Farrashband. He rebelled in 1948 ond was 

irvape unvler Geral Shabbat hat 


to. co-aporat Wan Tender of 
Aribal revolt in Fare in surnmer of 1046 in which his 
woke part. After some fighting: the 

® to. an understanding “with the 

Eleted to 


125. Qavam, brahim (Qavam-ul-Molk) 

Born 1885. The woo of Morse Habibullah. Khan 
nal Mulk,. who wns killed. aceideotally bn 
1016. During the wor of 1014-18 wos vorv 
Hrendly to. un, ‘and card on hie fatbr' 
tions) policy, of opposition to. the powerful 
‘group of tribes headed by the late Ismail 
han Soulat-ud-Douleh, Having inborited vast 
Propertion in Fars from i father, ox well na the 

titular ‘of the" Arab’ thes of 
province, he wielded. immense authority in, the 
south of Persin ot the time of Uhe coup d'Rtet 
@tUt2h, "Rew "Khon (lata. Rese. Shab) when 
Minister: for Ws sit Tata in 
August thins bo sboukd 
tealde at Tehran; he therefore became elected to 
the Majlis ax member for the Khatnseh (Arab) 
{eibex and thereafior thas resided a good deal in 
Tehran. Always on terms of close ftiendahip with 
Mis Majesty's Consul at Shiraz, the Quam 
in 1926 a British agrioultural expert to 
his vast estates; the experiment proved « 
failure through local opposition apd the Qavam’s 
Minginew; the British expert left. in 1088 Tn 
1920 fled to Europa. doubtless having foreseen the 
Qesbgai revolts of that year, Visited London 1020, 
Rouirned to Tehran the following year, baving 
ut hin two boys to school wt Beirut. His vast 
Properties were left in the hands of his servanta, 
Who remitted him a monthly subvention. In 1920 
various questions of validity of title to property 
were raised by the Ministry of Finance; and in 
1991 the wbole question was settled by the exchange 
Qf lands. The Quam was given crown lands in 
Nishapur, in the neighbourhood of Tebran, and 
elsewhere in the centro of Persia, in for 
his Fars propertion. It is believed that he did well 
out of these transactions, nd that he is one of 
the wealthiest landowners of Persia at present. 


61 


Js, Abe sinth Majlis of 1868 he was «Deputy 
for Balushistan. He had also wccompunied Meza 
‘Shah on several of his journeys, and wus goncrally 
‘supposed to enjoy His Majesty's full confidence 
In November 1988, however, on the arrest of the 
Minister of War, Sundar Asad, while in attendance 
fou the Shab at the Turcomin races, the Qavain 
‘seems to have become the object of suspicion, and 
Ibe was placed under arrest. with Avid. 


to Englind to. be edvented. his 

spoared to Hiaeo soltled down pormnenth 

‘peaceful courlicr at Tuhrun. Quiet in yoloe 

and retiring in manner, bo ia yet capablo of diving 

‘very hand bargain with his avn counteyinen, Ie 
ypear to have 


is host considered 
ly lind for some 

time held suxcruinty over » group of tribor and 
‘who attained great wealth and iofluence in Fare, 
irovgh backing the tight wide in the 1014 


inyod his part in the “‘ovente of 1941"; he 
and his family at one. time "100K beak” in’ the 
British Legation at Gulhokz and whon Ror Shah 
abnlionted and went to Isfahan i wae Qavnin who 
sont hy the Government. to oblain  Torn's 
nature to docurments hin ropartion 
tnd private foriuno to the tale and to hie won 
reapootivaly. 
Visited Toda 1941-42 and bought a house ab 
Bangalore 
Set back to Shiewe to help General Shull 
with hi attack on the Qushols in dua. 1048, 
‘Appaiuted Govornor-Gnnoral of Fare Beplombo 
but could: nob ngroe with ny of Uo nulitary 
thiafa about tribal pliey, and returned to ‘Token 
November 1048, Ho til enjoys. considerable 
{ndluenoe in Fare but resides gonorally in ‘Tebiran, 
The general tendengy among his own family, whose 
hetence but not 


th pon 
Te wont Al § 


falved, He. sulaoquently 

Shoibwni (oinily, daughter of Mhasiball-Manalik. 

He lind previously been. an undergrdonte at Bristol 
id hay, Woe vaalvtant military attachd 


narried daughter of 

ry ‘on daughter ie, morried to 
Aradullah Alain, #00 of the late Shaukat-ul-AMulk, 
‘and the other to Dr. Abul Quainn Nafis, 


126, Qavam, Ahmad ( 

‘ brother of Hassan Vousug, than whom ho ie 
younger by few yours. Bogan hin carver in the 

inisiry of Finance. Became Ministor of Wa 
July to October 1910, nd Minister of Interior, 
July to Novesnber 1911, and again in December 
19L1. “Minister of Finance, July to August 1914, 
and Minister of Interior, November 1917 to January 
1918, Appointed Governor-General of ‘Khorasan 
April 1918 nnd remained there for three years, 
during which he administered the province with 
luniform success during troublous tithes, Became 
Prine Minister and Minister of Interior, June 1921 
to January 1622, and Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs from June. 1022 to 
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February 1029. Bauishod to Europe in. October 
1023, hing accused. of having plotted against the 
life of Reza Khan (Reza Shab). Was allowed to 
fetum to Tehran at the ead of 1028 and arrived in 
March 1929, when be went to reside quietly om bia 
property at Labijan wear Rest, 

Came back to Tehran after the fall of 
Resa Shah. Priine Minister, August 1042, after 
he fall of Soheily. “Worked hand. but. gradually 
surrounded himself with his own relations and 
friends. Tried hard 40 gain control of the Ministry 
of War, but thiled to counteract the young Shalt 
enthusinatn for the conteol of the arias, ‘The Shaly 

position to itm wins shown in. the disturbances 
‘of the Sth December 1942, in which Qavam did 
sxtrnoly_woll and undoubted 2 great 
public seevieo in ing governtnet 
‘suhority, Theroatier. however, bbs teenie ‘more 
tid more involved in petty, intrigues and 
fevouritinn, and had to resign in February 104i; 
seo wheats bea nore olen openly ecune 
Gf being the ea natigaor ofthe roa of Decermbar 
x 

Wolloved ts have bee jn touch With the Tapanese 
Lvogation early tn 1942, and to Ive received. when 
Vein Minister in 142, micssuges Trot persons 
whom The knew to bo German agents, without 
{oforwing us, This was brought to the notles of the 
‘Shalt in Sanary Tou 

Hecatne Prive Minister in February 1046 with 

Mitional offers of Minister for Poteigh Afuire and 
Minister of The Interior. Hix polloy wow tin seek 
reconciliation with the Bovlot Gavorndsent.- For thie 

‘went to Mowoow in February 1940, 
lo for the arrest of Sayyid: Zie wad 
General Arta tn Maryh 1016, probably. at Russian 
Innatence, In April 146 concluded. an sgreement 
with the Htuasians granting ther ap oll concession 
{in the north, to he presetited for approval to the 
Aitevnth Maja Sutinitted to Russlan pressure to 
vettio the "Avera bletn by conciliatory 
twothode in votrn for whieh Uhe Red army was with: 
ly in May. Doiring his first your of office 
he destroyed the autonomous rigime of tho Azer: 
bajjan Democrats, broke up the Tuteh Party and 

‘wit trnio unions nod established the 
Denoorwt Patty with whioh he won «big majority 
4 the gonorol election held in 1947. This tajorty 
'y whstod uwny during the latter half of TOUT 
Docernbor he wan defeated in the Majlis ond 
ign. Iu dunury TOMB te went to Rurope 
for wodienl treatment. Hoturned tn Tehran ‘May 

rn 

riguing. ambitions and font’ of money but 
of ek experience ind ‘compton "Tein 
vine. patriot and hus generally heen friendly to 

His Majesty's Zinbases 


127, Qubdinn, Abbas (Amir Mahous) 
Torn bout” 1900, son of Daud Kh 
opmount chief the Kalo” Bupectad a 
ing pro-Gerwan ty 1OATAI8 when, Three. and 
Gormane soeupied Westers Persia. Soizod power 
in tho tribe after the «unter of Bolaimann "Avie 
‘sam by Pasha Khao, Qubsliaa's brother, in. 1822 
ede rowole agninot hina, wom captured and 
impr Vein and obstinate, he is at logger 
heads the whole time with moxt of his own family 
Deputy for Kormataha inthe foartannth Majlis. Ta 
ly 1040. succveded informing m union of the 
western. tribea to combat uw" Tudeh “nnd the 
Demoorate in Kurdiatnn,Keeleoted to ‘ileenth 
Majlis for Kereistahal 


cs 


Hesain 
‘Bom about 1802. Graduate of the Tehran 
Scliool of Political Science, Flix held various poxts 


funder the Ministry. for Foreign Affairs and was 
secretary in London for five years Edited, for 
@ abort time, 9 small Uterary review. Private 
Secretary to the Minister for Foreign Aflairs 1004. 
Soerstary and, foe a timo, Charge d’Affaires at 
Washington 1995, until relations were broken off. 
‘Accused of having abused customs franchise while 
in charge at Washington. Secretary in London 
March 1907, Consul, Izmir, 1989, Counsellor in 
London carly 104%. “etumed to Persia in 1 
Appointed. head of Third Political Department, 
Ministry for Foecign. Aflains, Apeil 1048. 

‘Speaks Englial and Freach. A quict and level- 
heated official 


Dr. Riza 
TW. In 1088 ho wns arrested by 
br mahdig Cocnewenih propagands 

Elected Dopiny tor Lahijan iu the Lath. Stalin 

Has boon» protinent member ot the Tudeh Party 

adneo is fourslathin and was & doealna 

ithe Tad Bury era 

Tose Kalte Lattowing paper 

ceditory invited by” the: btlnaan 

Sialt-the Cited Kingslann in 

trot did not areept, A genuine Co 

‘ot beat plbased 

the Todeh Party 

Heit. Rather natve 


130, Rahaman, Zain-of-\badin 

Torn about 1888, one of the. sons of the fate 
Shoikh-ul-imqsio, © Persian subject and stuall 
miujtohid of ‘Kerbola 

Hahoasna was eduonted in Inq and exune to 
Persia about 1010, He wne tember of the 
Democratic party and edited fit the nowspaper 

tubaoquently the wemboftolal pa 
Deputy to the i nd 
Aisth terms of the Majlia "Was sent to. Kurope 
{in 1928 on a mniasion %0 " boom "* Peraia, and stayed 
not af the time in, Paris. Was sppointed Under 
Seoretary:to the Ministry of Public’ Works st the 
‘ood of 1926 and Under Secretary to the Minivier 
of the Interior in April 1027.” In June 1027 he 
{alt from favour snd contioed himaelt to Journallam, 
‘and! accompanied. the Stab on his Journey wo 
Rhuristan im October 1028 1x prea represstativa, 
Tuahuaron le an atubitious wan, with plenty of 
is great ambition hus always been to 
iment post, whieh he hoped would 
Culinate in tainiateral oppein Wi 
object in. view, Iie dligeneded his 
up his Witte of "sbeikh”” This bronght itn three 
LUierent vnder-encretarsshifes in secession He 
is inteligent and clover inn cértain sense 

Went to Europe in 186 to. purchase print 
machinery. In the sutnmer of 1805 was ex 
to Traq and’ took up ‘bla realdence In Beirut; the 
Shah was said to have suapected itn of plotting 
fgninst the régime. 

Mlturied (o'Perd afer the fall Ot Rn Shab 
in 1941, nnd resumed is editorship of the tows 
paper fran. Ona mmission to the ‘ulema of Tew 
fm 1942, and. brought back certain mewmnzes 
‘addressed to the young Shab, Plunged into 
political intrigue in 1082 and after boing 
Gisappointed at not being accepted by tho Tra 
Government as Minister, became « sort of secrvtary 
and spy ity Soheily's ndministeation in 184M, but 
oon Minister in Paris 1044. Tn Febroary 
1045 made nuisance of himself to the miliary 
suuthorities in the British Zone of occupied Germany. 
ty sositontly ignoring ll arrangements nde fey 

‘when bo was permission to enter the 
zone to examine the credentials of number of 
persons claiming to be Persian, and by misusing 


he recotmendation given to him by the British 
“Mission in Pars to receive accommodation 

for himself and his unnecessarily large suite ond 
‘commiandesr the German broadcasting network 


lo be given to him 
it Feisraary 1047. 


‘Appointed Minister in 


seeretary of the Persian delegation to the League 
Gf Nations. Returned to Persia in 1924, and served 
fy the Ministry till ho was sent to Paris as 
ounsallor in 1000. Head of the Treaty. Section 
of tho Ministry in 1963, Minister at Berlin and 
The ‘Hagie 1985. Political Direotor-General in 
the Ministry for Forsign A@airs, Septeraber 1057. 
Minor ah Buceres for oumani, Orde, 

ulgaria and Yugoslavia, Decer 

‘Tranaferred to 'Vieliy in 041, ond. returned 
‘Joly 1942 to Tehran.” Minister in Bagdad July 
1043. Atnbaxsador to London Juno 1047. 

‘A very agreeable oan, not afraid of hard work. 
Speake good French. Mareied one of the tany 
Atughters of Farmons Parma in 1006, 


132, Razmara, Haji Ally General ( ) 

“Trained in France, at Saint-cyt, Then about 1900 
Melted tothe Koval edayat nui. Jane he 
anny aul comtoanded a togiment in 1081. Militar 
Governor ofthe Khainschtebor 1081. Commanded 
perations again the Rutlish insurrection of Soafar 
Haitan 1082.” General Ofcer “Commanding. Fist 
Tehran Division October 1041. Chit of the 
General Stat! July 143: relieved by Tissi Septems 
ber 1DK8.” Dirvetoe of the Bhah's Afilitary Seereta- 
Mat Ovtnbor 1048 

‘He was dismisved from the post of Chiet of 
Goneral Stafl at the enil af 1044.” He-attached to 
General Stain March 1946, In July 1046 hw wan 
Wwapposnted Chiol of the General Staf, even thought 
the’ Shah two" month. previously had expressed 
faxtreme distraat of him. Sinoe that dato. ho. hee 
Sicoemfully.Ingratiated  himeolt ‘with the Toyal 
‘anter- Promoted. general, March 148 

‘An able, ‘energetic. but corrupt. officer with 
reputation a» a dseiplinarian: io tact he I wald to 
have killed a man on parude for insubordination 
Nery ambitious and  groat inteiguer, ood time 
fail to any wind. " Ko uoprincipied ‘adventurer 
Speaks sone Knish, 


133, Dr. Issa (Sadiq-i-A"lam) 

"Born stot 1802." Eaented partly in England 
whore he was for w time miulahi’ to. Profesor 
wwe) and partly in America, where he be 
of Edgostion. "Rowe to. be 
. 1 ian Ape ner. 

Paional congress on. education im England” a 
1029, where he lectured on modern educational 
‘Mothixis in Persia. Principal of the Teachers’ 


nber 1041. On the resignation of that 
Cabinet in 142 became dean af the University of 
Tebron, Again Minister of Education in Suhaili's 
Feshulled Cabinet of December 1943. Minister of 
Edveation in Bayat’s Government of November 
‘144. As chairman of Tehran Telepbooe Company 
‘went to the United Kingdom to buy equipment for 


‘he Coop io 1947 Dviade 6 Becton hier 

este, Speer Deeg A, 
“inimeligent und goabesd nan spenng Ea 

atid. Presets Wall dspoved owarla: Anglo Gtzon 

toctds of «dentin, ho nln of several works 

tn elocation 


134 Sadiqi, Abul Fiasan 
orm att 10, 0 of wot 

‘wan many years «Dupuy tor Te 

tas lang’ sérvice fo the ‘National Tank, noaty Ia 
Yeluan= Deputy for Tatris in the fourteouth Majln, 
‘fe ecntributed 100,000 rile to the Tudeh, for thee 
flection support but be vot in s¥iapathy with them 

Woll-edueuted with a good knowledge of economic 
Airy. AE ove tin ler Geran influence, 


understanding wit 
King Director. 
Hoilways October 1046 and Minister of Roads and 
Comtauinications in Quvaniut-Saltaneh's Cabinet 
Getobee 1016,” Kenigned “December 146; 
Hointod June-Buptember 107; elected to fifteenth, 
Majlis for Telian, 


ABs. 


ind 1015, nnd again Minister of 
Interior in 1016 and in Juno 1017, tu the following 
Cabinat he was a Minister withou 

Besforw the war of 1914-18 he 
Dot when war brake out nie 
of Gerwvany and Turkey. oat 
fextrome ol Partnnms"* After the wat 
His Majesty's Legation domanded that he be exiled 
to some outlying province of By 

Appointed’ Peruin Awbassador to Turkey in 
Soomry 1081 Hetarned to ‘Tohran aw retirernent 
at the end of 1088 

‘Minister without porfollo tn Quwam.os-Saltaneh’s 
Cabinet “of Avguat 1942, nnd ‘continued in that 
capity, with ‘vague. dion, in. Sobely'e Cabinet 
‘of Fabrvary IOAR Highly respected and considered 
‘eit, but almont useless and senile, Dropped from 
Scheily's Cabinet Decernber 1048, 

Proposed Governor-General of astern and 
Western Azerbaijan. should ngreement be reach 
between nutonomour” Azerbaijan Government" 
and Central Goveroment. Took part 
With Misslon trom Auerhajan w 
April 1046 but with Wo official statun 

‘Spear French and Turkish, 


136. Sadr, Sayyid Muhsin (Sadr-ul-Ashraf) 

‘Born about 1878 An almost unknown person 
in Tehran politics until appointed Minister of 
Justice in Feroughi's Cabinet of the 7th September, 
1988. sok ea ee teres service in 
various judicial poste under the Ministry of Justice. 
Has been of the Court of Cessation, One 
of the sebool, who looks much better in the 
turban than in o bat. Was responsible for some 
‘of the new sections of the Civil Code.” Resigued 
September 1996. 





ot 


Minister of Justice in Sobeily's Cabined of 1045. 
Said to have buen one of the pro-German ” Rabud~ 
ay. in. 194 

Bessino Prime Minister on the 6th June, 1045, 
Feeigned October 105, During his period of office 
hho was bitterly attncked by all Left-wing elements 
tind accused of taing m renctionarg. "Did hin best 
{o texiat Soviet encroachment on Northorn Persin, 
but the preswure was too strug and he was replaced 
by Hakiini who was less unpopular with the 
Roasiana. 


137, Sa'id, Muhammad (Said-ul-Viareh) 
Born about 1885, Educated in the Caucasus. 
‘Sorved in various capacities in the Persiat consular 
ts in the Caueasus: viz, at Baku, Tiflis and 
jatum, Acting consul-gencrol ot Baku in. 1927, 
Had ot the Russian Department of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs in 1983. Appointed Chargé 
A’Alfuires at Moscow ia February 1084, Ministor 
iit Rome June 1986. Accredited also to Hungary, 
108 Atmbasindor wt Moscow, April 1988 
Roocalled from Moscow to be Minister for Foreign 
Afaien in Quwanses-Sallaneh's Cabinet Aug 
1044. Held the powt in Soheily of 
Fobruury 143, In tho running for Prine Minister, 
Doing favoured for that post by the Shab 1048, but 
Majlis would not agree. 
ied Prime Minister in March 1086, 
‘on the Och November, 1044. 


6 crisis whioh romulted in 8a'id"s resignation, 
Mleoted to 15th Majlis for Keraich, 
‘very agreeable official, whowe Russian iv 
otter thin bis Persian, He must bi 
Knowledge of the Caueasua and of 
of ndininistrotion, Me has a handsome Latvian 
willing to help, Appears to. have 
‘no delusions wbout Runain 


Sajjadh, Mohammad 

jar in’ 1809 in Tobean. Son of a, Mulla, 

in the Miniatey of Justice by tbe Inte 

later transferred to the Customs 9s 

oyed. iM 

tho Tobacco Monopoly until 1987, when be: became 

Under Seeretary in 0 ‘Communications. 
Acting Minister of 

‘nial in Now Sear 

inister of To igs Cabinet rn 

bor 141 and of the Tobran, Municipality 

in 1942, Arrested and. aunt to Sultanabad by the 

" nuthorities September 1968, 


Nowoinber 1045, Resigned November 1045, 

‘Minister of Nation Mewngmy wader Quvam-us- 
Saltanch,  Soptember-Decerober 197, and again 
under Hokimi, December 1047-Fune 1948. 

‘pent soveral years in Fravoe and speaks French. 
talkative and elover ows. with a rather attractive 
bir ot aeonery. but siperticial. Marsied his 
‘other's wile 


139, Salih, AMtayar 

Graduato of the American Celloge nt Tehran. 
Born about 1900. For some years employed as 
1s secretary in the American Lagation ot Tehran. 
‘He thon entered the Ministry of Justice, whore 
he hold various oppointmants ox judge, public 


prosecutor, de. Was transferred to the Ministry of 
Finauco through the influence of Davar, snd 
‘appointed dirvotor of the opium mcnopoly, and 
afterwards director of the tobacco monopoly. 

Head of the customs for a short time ‘Thea 
accountant-general 

‘Sent to Washingtou oa au econosiie mission 
1041. Retumed in the sutumn of 112 to be 
Minister of Finance in the hope that ke would 
work well with Dr. Millspaugh, but he proved 
dhappointment, quarrelied with Dr. Millspangh 
And, was allowed to reaign by Sobmly io. March 

‘Sent on x Commercial Mission to India 
September 1043. 

‘Member of the Fersian Delegation to San 
Francisco and spent soe time ia Loudon on hie 
way back to Persia, Minister of the Interior ia 
Hakimi’s Cabinet, November 1045 to Jonusry 


1916 when he distnimed Ghulse Hussein Ibtiha), 
Sayyid Zin Mayor of Tehran and replaced 
‘ariman, as being more aecoptoble to th® 


sain, 

In Hakimt’s Cabinet be was regarded us the 
leader of the appossoment group. In said to bave 
the wor of the Ametioan Embassy where hia brother 
is a Munshi, Minister of Justioe August 1946: 
renigned October 1040, 

‘An intelligent nid able nan. 
and English. 


Speake Fronts 


140, Sasa, Hosain (Adib-ws-Selianed) 
Hort about 187%, a native of Hosht. Spent hie 
carly career in the Ministry of Interior and wae ouce 
Governor of ‘Raabe ted. Minister of Public 
Works 10t to Juno 1022.” In March 1023. he 
became Minister of Interior for threo smooths. Whea 
the prmaant Shah became Pritne Minister in Octoboe 
10h, Samt't wax chosen as his aesistan, wot 
‘Augost 1924, he was appointed Ministor of Justice. 
arly Wo 1926 he wax appointed Governor of Teluras 
‘ond hold that poat until he was appointed Minister 
St Interior tat June’ 1027.” Appointed Governor: 
Gonerat of Azerbaijan in May 1091. Grand Master 
of Corensonien (ternal), 2988. Distnissed 
the ‘Crown Prince's welding ¢alebrations, heed 
1080. Ustandar’ (Governie-Cenaral) of the 1 
Ustan (Wosters Axerbaijon). July’ 1909, 
“Ambassador to Kabul 1000. Returned to Toliran 
July 1012 and bocaime Minstoe of State, without 
Yorttotl, in Qawasn-es-Baltaneh's Cabinet of August 
1012. Appointed Miniter of tho Tnterioe by Sobeily 
in July. 104%, onteusbly: in onder to supervise 
the elwtions tothe 14th “Moajlia, but he soon 
esignod. President of tho Parhangiatan (Academy) 
tr Tehran 1048. Cirand Master Ceremonies 1043 
Went to Tussia at invitation of Soviet Govern 
iment fhe anniversary of Science Academy in Taab- 
Keen 1048. 
‘Samii is a plewsant mao, but of little influence, 
He is not very enargotic nor highly intelligent, He 
‘no foreign language 


1. Revi, 
Born 


of the pe 
tribe, Tn 1920 came to Tehran for 
tho courses at the Pelitical 


ali 


served in the Raligic 
the Ministry of 


Ministry of Finance Appointed fn 1943 
Mina Ke the Maura Unkeatiys Broad bead 


Taw Faculty 1044 


ahet 


‘42. Sayyah, Hamid 
Bore i Taishan 1580, Brother of Humayan 
Sasyoh Educated at Moscow. Entered the 
‘envice of the Ministry for Foreign Affurs in 1016. 
ocne titoe o jodge io the Tribunal of the 
Ministry. Commercial secretary at | Moscow 
1022-26, A director of the Caspian Fisheries Joint 
Bound 1927-31. Chiet of the Bussisn section at the 
Ministry in 1062 In charge of the Eastern Dopart- 
tment, 116. Coasal-general nt Heinit, March 1004 
Minisier at Warsaw, June 1906. 
Minister of Posts and. ‘Telegrapbs in F 
Cabinet of September iM, and was most 
to us Again Minister of Posts and Telegray 
Guwaio-eeSaltanch's Cabinet of August 1 
Inqunry 1943. Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 
‘again December 1043. Minister of Communications 
in"Se'd's Cabinet March-August 1944. Accom- 
‘Moscow in February 1046, 
Mor Mfusgoue Marc 2040, 
ved Ostcber 1040 snd wos Minister of Cot 
‘nd Legustey antl June 1947. He-xppo 
dunlmesodor nt Moscow Novernbor 1047 
Speaks French and Ruesian. Married bia cousin. 
Patioreh Khanuzo Sayyah, but afterwards divorced 
‘An agreeable but not  briliant personality 
He koows too much abit Mussian methods ever 
{o incline towards brlaevisen. A good bridge 
Player 


143, Sayyah, Kazien 
Horm'aonse 1502, A fsnily of Tish devcent, 
somnatiroes calling themselves Sayyah-Siptolon, and 
fot related. (0. Haiuid. Sayyuh Served. fa" the 
Tal aya th RL gad “tae 
Irsonee by the Bash troops 1017, Then employed 
Er'the Cescanua where be'hed various alventues 
in 1030 and 1021. A steong supporter of Seyyid Zin 
in the Inttr's coup d'Btat of 1021, and wen the 
dll’ bo. fed. with  hitm 10. Switzerland 
Retured to Paria ntout 1023 and’ was inpeiniped 
by Tera Shah fr some tine ‘Then eiployed 
Cider’ the Misitry ‘of Todustey in supervising 
he acters at aaa. "Wa alot chat 
the, Fine ‘Arta’ Department at that place 
1012. Fell “tinder wusplcion aa" po- 
ding. to Ms relations withthe factory 
rneers roost &f whom wero Germans, Trans 
erred to Tehran 1913 and” put ia charge of the 
fieetine foatry Tn HOKh employed hy the 
mericane in the prise stabilaation rection of the 
Mivistey of Finabee.” Appointed. Haie-Tatina- 
tant" ae bead of the organisation secton of the 
Ministry of Taxerot TON", Kavty:Sayyak le wall 
now as strong, supporter of Sayyid Zin 
typoatrowat as "Hae Totieatnat” Wherstore, 
fined an outcry by all Left-wing lement sd 
Saess'whe favoured « palley ot epfinssereah towards 
the Spotmted ate ofthe directory of tie 
Tehran Electricity Company 1946 
‘A"tnan of the world, capable of good work, and 
tino be wet pre towards Sx Marind a 
2a 


Minister of Industey Devewber 1943, but: in 
coping with a strike ad the misfortune wocidentally 
{otal poe of the stiker. Hesignod March M4 
Military” attaché to Moscow, September 1044. 
etumed with Quvain ia Februsry 1046.  Appoiuted 
Deputy Chiet of General Stal, Noveuaber 1240 

‘An. utninble ond jolly old. suldict. Is  Babal 
Speaks Russian and Geran. 


14S, Shabbakhi, Mubammad, General (Sipahbud) 

‘Born about 1882, the won of a peasant Inbabiting 
the village of Ishtar, near ‘Tebran, but has now 
been beet to describe himeelf as n native of Axer- 
Baijen. posubly to cover up bis humble origin 

‘Hie etlisted in the Conack Brigade about 1001, 
distingushe Bitaelt by bravory tn the Bold, and 
feceived a conniason, Ta 011 ho was a captain. 
Hie attached himnelt to Rera Khan, whovo infoonce 
‘vith General Starosslaky secured ‘him. promotion 
io the rank of coloael i 1010. After the coup 
Wevat of 1021 be war appointed to commend tho 
‘Stan regiment of Vnfatey. Ka 1020 he was peo. 
noted general and given tommand of an iafattey 
Triton Tobron, “Tn 1090 he waa sent to come 
tunnd. the western division, but was recalled in the 
sing of 123 for worruption; ho, however, managed 
io ingeatinte Mowe "with tho Shah, and "was 
Appointed shirily afterwards "to comunnnd. the 
Tormian troope in Kurdistan, tn Docembor 1028 he 
Was sont to sontnand tha ircope fa Fars, but was 
uporsded by eneral Sbaibant 

Kppointed to command the troops in Axerbaijan 
in 162 Promoted to the rank of Air Lashgat in 
Marah of that yer, Pranaerd. Awana 

ral officor commanding, Sanvary’ 1090. 

HPAppolnied conunander “of tho. western  forvoe 
Osta 1041 with tho rank of marshal (sipahbud) 
Contellod the Kermanshah area protay thoroughly, 
iguoriag completely the civ goveror, Ul ho was 
ttanslored’ Us ‘Fney to_qvell tho  Qeabials. under 
Nar Guaba in February 048,” Te wos not very 
fuceasaal in Uhat catnpaiga aod after te defeat ot 
the garrion at Semirum in July 1043 came to 
TTohran to report. In is old age Ro agen toh 
Secs ry rope and approche Sa. 
Posted. of taking Iarge at Kerth 

Mioced on retired ist Ootobor 1D43. Heald to 
sel iat 147 a apoinia taper of oy 
Kertaljan 

“An. altmost entirely uneducated wurvieal from the 
Gonanck "Brigade, resembling. 10. "appearaice, and 
tanner there fanaa rot of tat orp, 

th Shu 


146, Shamsul-Mullc Arai, Asadullaly (Shahabovd- 
Daulah), K.CV.O, 

A Qajar prince: Born’ about 1880. Educated in 
Persia.” For many years employed in the Telegraph 
Department. Governor of Yeed in 1911. Minister 
‘of Posta and Telographs 1914-15, Minister of 
Public Works 1918. Master of Ceremonios at the 
Court 1993-25, Governor of Kermnanshah 1929 
Recalled 1989, and appointed Governor of Kurdistan 
in October 1984. Recalled April 1998, owing, it i 
‘suid, to having incurred tho displaasure of the Shah 
through not accelerating reforms in his provineo 

‘Holds the dignity of K.C.V.0,, received when in 
attendance on Ahmed Shah during his visit to 
Tandon in 1919. 

Gover Gesu) of Pars early 1042, but an 
superseded in the following summer, without having 
‘nocomplished mich: Governor-General of Kerman: 
shah Ootaber 1946. ~ 

‘Av rather porspous man, said to be a groat 
intriguer; bat hes aot averse to the society of 
foreigners, and probably regrets the good old days. 

‘Speaks English and French fluently. 

Fr 
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4147. Shayigan, Dr. Sayyid AU 


_Born in Shite in 1004, son uf the lite Taji 
Seyyid Haskin. “Educated at the Tobiran Tow ind 
Political Sebook aud ia Pari (Loctor ot Law). Pav 
fessor of Civil Law 1040, Dewn uf Faculty of Law 
Chder-Secretary of Stato in Minis 

iy IMO. he helped the Brit 

Vice ob law book 
‘GQuvam-u4 Saltanel’'s Cabinet October 1040 to June 
1047, Friendly but weak, und -inpreasionable 


148, Shirvani, Abu Talib (Baasn-es-Sultsa) 
Bors fa Tnfuhan about 1890. Educated ia the 
focal sebools, and also for two yeurs at the Church 
but cannot 
‘Teed a distoputable life is his youth, 
joining the famous Ueigand Riza Khan Jausani; 
‘orved leo under another brigand, Mashallab Khan. 
Started in onwvcaier Mian ot Ifa oA. 
In writing an articla criticising lla 
Khas Uh bend of th geadarmet, he waa arrested 
‘and whipped by order of the major” Tx 1021 wtartedt 

Si pager Mihan "at shea 1 


T 
kine wie into prominence of Uhe fall Of Tan 
Shab.” Mond of tho Department of 
ut had 40 resign owiog 10 Dota in 
nowapapers ucouring itn (with truth) of 
Chitin. Moe ota wand in Fas 
in Tafahan September 1046 for complicity 
in teal role in Fare! rleaped Novernber 10. 
An unprinciplad intrigue, quite without acrupte 
tind quite unteustworthy 


4, Sin AM Ae 

orn 18,» Kaducated in France 1012 und stayed 
‘in France tll tho outbreak of the 2014 ware "Took 
cour in pedagogy, "Hanplnyed aa tod 
Perainn wcretary nt the Froneh Legation fro nou 
361 o"Ap 1 At ih ate nee ae 
instructor tn payohology and lew at the Univers 
‘of Telrad; later professor. Want to Europe: Tat 
ind took a further courve in Pranes, cbicning: a 
doctorate in philosophy. Married the daughtet ot 
the late MaYat, and aequlred wealth. “One of toe 
trun of the Fronhsjonored "Young Perian 

ib hn 

Miniter of Taventon, August. 1042. Resigned 
from 'Soheilys Cabinet iu Avgost 1048. ‘Deat of 
th of Toian,  Mininar without Port 
‘Government 1944 
eruinn delogstion to San, Francisco 
Confervnco, March 1943" Visited United Kingdoen 
ster the conference. 
jim! by Seige Gonerament tw Pahlond 
foe the wetith anniversary ‘tthe Science 
Atadumy there, December 1045, 
paler of vata" Takin Cains 

voomber 1047. Resigned Apel 1048 after bafog 
ttscko inthe Majlis for saying that the university 

hou ba free nok only trons politi) but ala frwn 
Felgioun control. 

‘An intelligent wan with a parfect command of 
Freeh his ole ora Feehan Pea 
some reapecta.. Always polite and agreeable to talk 
Aero nia boncenn ron inea serine 


150. Sipahbudi, Anushievan 
‘Buen in Tolan about 1800. Educated in Tehran. 
atered the servi ol the 


served 
a diereat ont the Cancun ll 1018 Then 
hiol af a section at the Ministry’ in charge of 
Protocol Department im 1926 Minister ia Switeer- 
land 1020-38. Under’ ‘tthe Ministry for 
Foreign Afhirs, July 1003. At the rf 
1004 nade Misater at Home, being accredited lao 
te Vienna, Prague and Budapest" Arbestador at 
Moscow, June 1988, unt April 1088.” Alister, 
Paria, July 1908, and ‘also vctredited to Spain 
Sine oi 

‘Arbanedor to Turkey 1040. Minister for Foreign 
Altair Juno- October 1043.” Minister for Justice 12 
asn's Cabinet February YM Armband in 

aris Anguat 1H. 


‘Appointed Minister for Foreign Atlan by Qui 
‘we-Baltapeh in Juno 1947 but did not take up his 
post. Kecalled to Pervia ebruary 148, 

‘A man of no particular faraily, he has made bis 


Tad Ruan, “is aute wel spud wih bra 


Dat le atten to Inay to vise them. On triendly 
terme with Shah. Hates Russians 


4SE, Spi, Ahmad Al (Muvarrkhu'd-Daulab) 
ix June 10 ed up 58 & Ge 


araguly (oot i 18 
Was Under Secretary bo the Minit ce 
dnd Tastry at the beginning of 1041. In Februsry 
TDi "wos "Asting. Minister of Commerce. nol 
Todustry for a short while after the resignation of 
Nakab'l He seus removed from the Min 
Conner won Tlunry fo Uae unter of 19 
Teinained withoot an appuintment ntl Auguat 93 
Thien he wee aptaiated bend of tho Caspian 
Folie, pon eh ght hin nt ce aac 
with the Ieutaana “Clo ‘eth Qevum: 
TeBaltaneh et let the Cabinet tise 
1040. Dianne fron 
Cabinet nnd beninbed to. July 1040 
‘nllted ta rove to Teliran Dy 
oe a tive renal 
‘lel Whe alee 
O48 tried to got hitsolf put up ox Ve 
ut aly ob the app 


Sr thareyeenygeta 
roel te 
eat ace anh" 
appoint pt at of Roads: 
supe Unde Seman hy Mia of Ronde 
ssa eememar ar ete eae 
Meee tea 
p egre nents oye 
fpeeuinan beta caeieteneiees 
Directorate. Several times Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the absence of his chie!. Minister 
im Lobdon, March 1987, Minister for Foreign 
‘Alsi, May 1988 but dismeed in July, owing to 
peers 
(RS a etehons 
es Sasa a cee ae 
1089. Ambassador, Kabul, October’ 1990. 
Became Prime Minister, rather unexpectedly, 
March 1042. after having been Minister for Poreis 
pra kang bree erlettapra 


(during which tiwe he was the Persian signatory of 
Uso ‘Inpartite, Treaty of February 162). “His 
Cabinet fell in July 1942, partly owmg to lack of 
supjort from the Court and the army. Again 
Prine Minister on the fall of Qawam-cs-Saliane 


February 103, once more iy; this 
oe it was Jargely because Mu tamnis-al-Mulk could 
tok stand apd the Majlis did not want the Shah's 
Candidate, Seed. Proved hitoseif once more » hard 
arriod litle weight in the country and 
Thad 9 tusintein.himsett by various." combina- 
tioes and political deals with Majlis Deputies. 
During “104-45 he was. frequently 


ny of being Soo wellliapo 
Tusians. “Went to Egypt inthe 
deo member of the Persian delegation 


Minister with 
Maroh 10948, 

Appointed 
Avery. 9 

businesslike monn 

fable. In bis eontacta wit 

Toe hae. always given. the. 

ewe to, help and Yo.atrive ol fensonable. se 
iment, Me lias the reputation of being catty 

liar, and of rarely. keeping hin word. 

‘ally suispeoted of having taken « rent 
Has « Cauoanian wife 


15%. Sururi, Muhammad 
Ticrn aissot 1900. Served in various Government 
Dopartuvents. being one of the favoured young ti 
slectod by Davurs thon Mibister of Justicn, when 
‘revised the orgubisstion of the Mniatry in 1020 
Hos been judge in the Tebran courts, and Under. 
Secrotary at the Ministry of Juatica Dirvotor of 
the Agnoultural Bank 1942, but removed from that 
pont ine 1048 “Ponte. the Anintry t.ho 
fnerior to Woke after 1 tll Hale's retora Janusry 
OG. "Minister ‘of Interior in. Se'id's Cabinet of 
August IML and. again. in Bayet's Cabinet 4a 
Nonembor 1044-June 1045." He did well, Dut ine 
curred the disploastre of the Tudeh party when he 
frrested the worst of the profemional woughe of 
‘Tehran and imprisoned thom in Bandar Abie. 
Minister of Justice under Malis Decanter 1047 
June 1048 
Huilnesrtike nnd anil to be howests Taking tn 
rel initintive, but carrion out ordore eli. 


154, Tuba, Dr. Abdul Muwein 
Th eran about tnt. Puce ta 
ine in England and qualified in medicine 
Kars age Sea by ra 
foepital. Real name 
Tubatabai, of the Yeedi family of that name. 
Enplosed by the Anglo-Tranian Oi! Company as 9 
Avetoe 1940-42, and since practising in Tehran. 
to 16th, Majlis for Naum 
‘man who seams keen on Wis pro- 
‘he soungest daughter of Vosugh- 


158, Tabatabai, Sayyid Muhammad Sadiq 

Seaund son” of the Inte Sexyid Mobammad 
Tabetabai, who was a prominent figure in the 
Nationalist movement of 1906 to 1910. Bor in 
‘Tale abou 180, ‘Rlsed to the hid sod out 

ailises- In close touch with pro-Germans dui 
the war of 191418. ‘Emigrated to Tuckey in 1016, 
Returned in 1918 and with Soleiman 
Mirea in forming the Soci ing thi 
phase ha was in close 


38311 


Daring this 
tout ith te Soviet 


o7 


‘Emibasay. Ambassador to Turkey 1924-27. Recalled 
ig 102 nd offered n pout an nudge in the High 
Court of Appeal, but did not accept it, 

‘Was more or fess under arrest for about ten yours 
im Tehran anti the fall of Meza Shak 1041 
Gradually entered. politionl life after that aud 
initiated and fostered the"? Milat"” Barty: ("Tho 
Head ‘of the Klcetion Committee for Teliran 
1043-44, ond hitnself elected Deputy. 


‘offered bad advice liberal 
be taken seriously. Ho and hie friends pride themm- 
selves on their pateiotiam and the pursuit of the 
middle way between Britain and the U.S8.R, For 
reasons unknown he is generally rogardod asa 
‘“pational "figure Would. like. to. be Prim 
Minister. Unauccenstul candidate for ‘Tehran i 
‘ections for fifteenth May 


186, Tabatubal, Sayyid Zin-od-Din 
Horn about 18% Sun of the Lote Sayyid Alh 
Yard ‘Tabatabai, Edited the newspaper Rad 
(Thunder) 10. Tobean in 1913-16, Played 9. con: 
‘doenble politioal dle in 1917-18, Soot to Baku 
by. Voaug-ud-Dowleb in 1010 a8 Persian reprovon: 
tative to Caucasian Azerbaijan; returned to Tobran 
in May 1920, Carried out coup d’Btat with the 
holp of tbe Cosaache in February 1021, and welead 
the reine of offina, Appointed Prime Minister with 
full powers by Ahmed Shih on te tet Muro, 1021, 
fand ‘effected ‘numerous arrests, His. refor 
too radical nnd hs fell fram. power in ty 


‘Took n prominent part in the Pai 
‘at Jerusalem in 1030. 


i" 


to think of 
‘Muzaflar Vieux 


whieh th 
aesiane wore pained in fulsome language. Iie 
ranve came forward « gol deal i the 

uring 1048, and 9 " 


thirteenth 
iid the Shak, bowever, were stond: 
turn, the former becauve 
‘unforiunnte letter. and the 
latter trough tone thot tbo Sayyid might become 
# dictator, However, he returned to Tehran ia 
Septembor 1043 and was elected to the fourtoonth 
Majlis trom Yeed, his native place. Cansed annoy 
aoe by insisting on wearing) a woollen bat of 
Cavcasinn style, and alienated some of his frionds 
by-n appearance of stubbornness and obstinacy. 
‘Founded a politienl party which jo the summer of 
1045 was offically. launched under the name of 
““TradehicMilli"" o National Will. His followers 
claimed that the party utabered about 9,000 in 
‘Tehran, nb the ond of 1945, Ts the particular bug- 
tea of the Tudeh and the Roatane who nevr 
of vilifying him a the orch-enemy country 
‘andthe principal tool in Bersin of imperilinta, 
reactionaries, de, Turing the nearpanic which 
prevailed in Tehran fa November-December. 1945, 
as a rapult of the approach of the Azerbaijan 
Democrats towards Quevin many leading politicians 
and Deyuties began seriously” to. consider. that 
Soyyid Ze shoul be exiled tom Pea at» sp 
to the Russians. 


F2 





Arrested by avani-us-Saltanad on 1th March, 
1040,  Keleused to house detentioe i March 1047 on 
account of il-heulih, am aout afterwards 

Tt is no exiggoration to way eh 
tho anti-Pudelt forces i 


interest to interfere with h 
‘A ini of outstanding of purpose and 
courage. Personally. attractive, religious without 
being fanatical or obscuraatint, he is at the ame 
Tinie shor-tempored and iunpationt of 
The compurative luck of success of his party was 
lve first to furious Soviet opposition, secondly, to 
his having been out of contact with the country for 
‘wonty-threo yanrs, and thirlly to the i 
‘of reconciling” hie progressive ideas with’ the cone 
sn of ony oi flowers ox. whowe 
ial ad he won dependent Prone 
aud Bgl # ee ea 
Hue something of the mystic in hin 


4187, Tadayn, Sayyid Muhammad 
Boro about 1864, w native of Birjand in Kast 
Porvin; educated in Tehran, where he gradusted and 
became a schoolmaster. After the split up of the 
original Democrat party in 1912, T became 
the leador of one of the more important Democrat 
faotionn, Io was elected » Deputy from Tehran 
to the fourth tor of the Majlis, and from Birjand 
to the CN nd wnt ‘aa elected President 
‘of the Majlis in the second half of the fifth term, 
‘andl goin at tho boginning of the wiath term. In 
February 1027 he wan 
cation, but in December 
‘mont owing to diagreomont Wi 
the Cabinet, 
the: 
wary, 1028, the Shah ondered hich to resign, and 
hi tall wan anid to bo due to the personal anitnosity 
towards him of Teymourtasbe, In June 1090: he 
was appointed Governor of Kerman. 
‘Me was recalled from Kerman in March 1981, and 
hho appoare to believe that one roason for his recall 
hat he Wan too friendly with Lieutenant 
‘Nool, then British Consul. 
surned to palin on Yh fall of Rena, Shab 
was Minislor of Education in Feroughi's Cabinet 
1041-42, and spoko cloquently in fwrour of the 
‘Tripartite Tronty of 1M. Minister of Food after 
Farrukh in 1042: rosignod in July 1948. Minister 
of the Interior, Beptembar 1088, and! did wel in 
running the jut was not inoluded in. the 
Foahatlod” Caio of Teeember." 104 
“Tried. in the xummer of 1947 on a charge of inter. 
fring Inthe stoma ar the ih Sj aa 
nei 


se, Hea 
‘orm at Tend abt 1888. Son of a mulla. Land: 
cwner and propor of various conceran st eed 
"grea tal of the. Newwab tunity of: Yeud. 
Busted a the Mj on ervoos occas, and bas 
torved as president of the. nancial. Commieiog 
OF the Soils In tho thirteenth Maia was one ot 
the. vice-president and wae considered one ofthe 
lending: mernbars ‘of tho’ Majlis, Served ‘on the 
Commiter ofthe Anglo-Tabinn Relief Fund, 104, 
til was ipl fa ocal kote’ Wat 
largely respoaibe for the success of Seyi Zin-ed- 
in inthe Yerd elections ot 1048, 
th ait od rt ofthe Sha 
fo vx Anoured of various pocalices 
mating wae red Fee scaled 
nthe fourteenth Matis he_ was, with Sarsid 
Raton Jal Tas the sot ishucolat Dene, 
tery anti-Soviet he worked hard fo maintain the 


Majlis mojorty egsinst Soviet premure. Though 
very slow to specch and’ manner bo is extremely 
eiute'aad bad’ peolound Hoowledge of his Mais 
‘ollengues: ned: particelariy-of "Usa weak polata: 
Though patriotic he would not allow his patfotiam 
to interfere ubduly with bis perscaal tatereste in 
Yead. He bes » congenital aversion to the obvious 
gure sad digs ty achewe hi shyctives by 
Sevious teans through the agency of others. 
would be idle to pretend that he has progressive 
‘Arrested Noveunber 1046 or political sctivities 
against Qovatt-on-Saltanel. “Released | February 
ion 
159, Tagicaded, Hasan 
Bora in Tabrie about 1680, the son of a small 
preacher. He wes cdveated in hie native town, and 
ed’ to haunt the. booksellers shope, where be 
‘Siege eagerness Knowing Ta 
bie sary youth be wee an ardent Netiooslist, and 
yin ‘coanaied with tha Natale torereat ta 
ert troen tbe He was elected to the 
first term of tbe Majin and was co of its most 
Prominent tnembers. Mobainmnd ‘All Shab hated 
Eid feared him, and, when the Shab made » cow 
Teta in 1008 against the Mails, Tagieadoh took 
rufuge in His Majeaty's Legatioo. The demand 
nade by the Shah that he abould be given up. wes 
tatused, and Tagizadeh was eventually anpestied, 
itn that_he west to Europe, Hie 
ou and Combeidge. but returned: 40 
Tabris ot the eod of 1008, "He was elected to the 
Vern at the Majlis in-1000, and, after the 
‘capture of Toran: by the Natiooaliet Joreos nnd tbe 
Sbaiention st Sub 


Senin ates senna 
etcetera 
Shoe ees 
Semen ne aera 
pata ISS 
ink can mentraetee are 
mercial ‘Troaty in Moscow in February 1021, and 
a age 
Se 
pple free Tenet 
oe Ma erntar 
bition, Appointed Governor-General of Khorasan 
are peace cers 
soe Seer neers 
=a eee 
Sree ecto 
eee Se 
Minn of Panes in ation Ppa 
Sei ee ne eh omen 
for reasons which are obscure. The Shab is said to 
Stertcyies cee ent 
‘in connexion with the purchase of He was, 
however, soon re-employed as Minister in Paris. 
BR ae See sa 
Pa Ey 
se fe ron eee 
at the Cony ‘Orientalists. at Rome in 
ter 1 
Appoint ‘Minister in London by Perot 
‘1941 and became ambassador in 1944. e es 
een. uno x 
pinta as aes Se 
‘Persian ease when the Security Council considered 
ace ee ee 
pean eee a ae 
ax 


Elected Deputy for Tabriz in fifteenth Majlis snd 
‘as the five years of bls appointment in. London bid 
ended be agreed Uo return fo Persia to take his seat, 
‘As an old friend he helped Hakimnl when the latter 
becatte Pathe Minister in Deoe 

He i married to « German ond 
fivently. Speaks Bnglish and French less we 


160. Uvaisi, Ali Mohammad 
Bor in ‘Tehran 1884. Educated st the School 
of Political Science at Tebran, Entered the service 
of the Ministry for Foraign Affairs in 1008. V 
Soostl at Baku 1004 Kargunar at Darejex 1906, 
Deputy Karguzar at Tabrr 1906, Governor of 
Ensel’ (now. Pablevi) 1908. Passport Officer 
Constantinople 1900-14. In the Ministry of Public 
Werks 1018.” Served in this Ministry it. various 
fe until 1081, when he was appinied Governor 
Freyeads  Goversot "of Rhmstsn 1086 
Appointed as commercial representative in the East 
(Cetin, ‘Chinn sod, pan), with hoogauarters 
‘bay, March 1996, Employed in Tebran, 1945 
in Ministry of Commerce and Industry, a& Under 
Bocretary of States A 
‘Speaks French Aucntly, nd ix a ploasani 
‘sonversationalist. Married (6 « Kuropeat Indy. 
Has great ideas on commerce und development 
chornea, Not populur with bie eulleagues. 


161, Varasich, Muhammad Alt 

War UnderSecretary to the Ministry at the 
Anterioe oil is 1042 was transferred to the Ministry 
of Finanee, 1044-40 Governor-General of Tataban, 
‘there ie enjoyed the auppart of tho Slvah and. wns 
Considered ‘by His Majesty's Contul to have been 
hhemeat nd done his best ta maintain law nnd onler 
Minister of Posts and. ‘Telographx in Hakiai’s 

jee I TFune TOMS, 


ria, Wut of & Maanderan 

way years in tho Depart 

Ministry of Public Works, 

od In the Mnitey of Commerc since he fonner 
Tinistey was divided up. Under-Secretary in the 
Ministry of Comtberee until April 1098 when ho 
inister on the dismissal of M. Ala. 

He hax paid several visits to Europe, notably to 
Germany when the Clearing Agreement with that 
countey was negotiated in 1085, and to Moscow in 
1909, whien the question of renewing the Rurso- 
Tranian Trade Agrooment arose. Head of Agricul- 
tural Bank in 1942, but was removed to make room 
for obe of Qnwutn-as-Saltanch’s political nominees. 


i, February 1048 Mi 
Becinbor 2048, "Secretary of the 

Caltural Relations "Comittee. | Februsry 
Memtvr of the National Banke Supervisory Board, 


1045, 
“Biveated in Tehran st tha Ecole Palstechnque 
(Darul-Funun), and speaks French and Engli 


163. Vossug, Hasan, G.CB. (Vussuq-0d-Daulah) 

‘Born sbiut 1808." Began his" career inthe 
Minit of Finance | Elected « Dept tothe fat 
and second terms of the Majlis, and in 1008 chosen 
fo be a momber of the Nationalist Commaittan, 
which directed the affairs of State after the sbdi- 
ation of Mubatumad Ali Shah. His first Cabinet 
Sppointment was as Minister of Justice in October 
Thoe.” Tn the following month be became Minster 
of Finance, but resigned in July 1910. In July 
1011 he became Minister for Foreign Affairs. Again 
Miniter for Porsign Aftaire in January 1913, he left 
tor Europe in June of the same year. Minister for 
Foreign Atsire, July-August 1014, and Minister of 
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Finance, August-December 1919, Prime Minister 
Sey Sihistes tor Foreign Affix, August 2010 
Buy JOLT Prime Minister end Miniter of Interior 
from August 1918 to Jue 1020. Negotiated the 
glo-Perian Convention of 1919, Visted Bury 
in Sune 1920, end only turned to Persia, at 
Bogumng of ah “Ayton 9 Pomne 
eSTune Iga, bot resigned in November to take his 
Sst'%s Paiameoe, “Elected an a. Depity from 
Fas to he soveoth terms of the Maj 1225-00, 
[npouted President ofthe new Acadeny for tho 
faicion of the Persis language, December 1006, 
‘Rinna a great ality and charactr~ He boca 
sopapeing over the Anglo-Persian Convention. bu, 
tte'y moat able and convincing defence of his acts 
se'Frine Minter during the period 1018-20 before 
the Mts, be regained’ Tange teasure of popu 
ian 
hat to. rope for» sarove operation 1040; 
ie i atin Yo Hea he wat 
Sppointedisbesnsdor 10 Purkey” ty ‘is brother 
Gerace Sultaneh fn 1912, ba obi nok jroeed 
Tietursed to Persia summer 10." Tn pow to od 
fo uae an souve peti potion 
peaks Prench doen also title Bnglish 


164. Yazdan Panah, Murtera, General (Sipabbud) 
ling cya 
shopkeoper in the vil of Serdasht. In 1007 
gates aca Sy Gon Coa fae 
Eee rien ere er 
pro-Russian sympathies, and consequently gain 
eee ner 
Tsang tort 
‘ho was intinate with Reza Khan, and accompanied 
term tea ct 
‘culminated in the coup d'Rtat, Was promoted 
neral and given command of the Central Division. 
isicttasinatee tgs mteeeyoe 
ee gegen ener 
atts heels pete Soe 
where n't tenia 'b we 
ot tna emt fe a 
Saat acs tbe ace 
cel a adn ye 
ie tty 00. Con 
rh ce 
sre th as 
fo torn ere Nr ta 
Londer of military eontingant chosen to roy 
aaa an Pace Bene Sen a 
Minister for War in Hnakiani's Cabinet, December 
vot 
ed reagre ee td 
seis oe Sotiotin eso 


ndunt of 


thw is devoted to the monarchy, Ho 
few senior army officers who aro 
‘Bpeaks Ruvasian and has a Russion wife 


165. Yazdi, Dr. Mortara 
Tom about 1000, Fxivonted in, Germany: where 
hyo is reported to have joined the Communist Party 
Otten Yepresenta ‘Tudeh workers. in negotiations 
between thom and their employers. Th ently months 
fof TOM6 roade a tour of the south and south-east in 
fio effort to whip up Tudelh support and. wax 
ibe in large mensure for the troubles in Tafahan 
"Arel of that year, A.member of the Dineoting 
Conamuttee of the Rvsso-Persian Cultural Relations 
Society 1048, Minister of Health under Quvamn-us- 


* 
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166, Zahidi, Fazlollah (Basie-I-Divan), Major- 


General ( 

Born in Harnaden aout 1888. Hig fathor wie 
Yor many yours io charge of the late Nasir-ul 
Miles property at Hacasdan. Joined the Const 
ltiotial movement ond was wounded, Joined the 
Gonaucke ond Uhtis enti info contact with Reaa 
Roan, under whom Iie served. Rose to the rank 
‘of general iq 1921, Commanded the troops at 

Ta 1894 coonmanded the tro 


ror delegation to 
od abaequeniy ved 


Commanded” trope. ab  Isahan 1042, and 
frdunly took eharg ofall deparmeots of Goverm 
Touak; proof was fond that he. wee working wi 

so bana wrote hy 
‘ou of Perla to thn ubirin of TOR 


the Ger 


More of a politician than » soldier, Made « good 

deal of money ht Kiistan. Being capable of 
foncronity he wwe got Unpopul 

Ser iiecmeds cs ese ee 

Marvied the daughter of Mussoin  Pienie 

-Mulk) in 1927, but divorved hee and 

fubervently marie ane af the rich Tiehadieh 


active momber ‘of the Muaswat 
party in Azorbafjan, and in 1910 became « ember 
of tho short-lived Azerbaijan Government. After 
its tall he: went buek: to ‘and fow sents 
after returned to. Persia, where Davar emploved 
hicn in the Ministry of uate as wn adviser He 
was subsequently transferred to. the Ministry of 
Finance, und in 1908 beenme w member of the board 
of the National Bank. On the appointment of 


Aa aia Sosa ak au been 

hi badd end see pesgaad abe gene 

ofthe yet veswaias Atuater at War ie Baas 

thind Cabinet, December 1043, Minister of War in 

Sas Cabins Mare and Apel TOA ie Dheces 

Nove ber 1944, Hakimi’s Cabinet, May 

Stine Sue 10k Beat, a 

Saniba sin tn sicane 

io and houeat aan with 

fC becbprnnd oC itary Unni a unt 

of Tyarist days. Had sound ideas sbout eliminating 

sgerpiin tin ares at ached tes 
"red 

ied to. sine t Furl Babrainy 

Speaks Russian oxtrowely wel abil sttor 

Spa I ly a 


a 
id employed in the Mir 


"to Mires Mu 
Khon Voroughi while the latier wos Minister for 
Forwign Affairs, He was subsequently posted to 
Washington, where he spent more thon ay. 
i seorvlary to the Persian Legation. He 
recalled to Tehran in about 1027, and served in 
the Ministey of Justice for a time under Dayar 
ft the time when the Ministry wan being funda- 
mentally reformed. He was for time a judge 
Cour de Cessation. Ho then wos trniaderred 
the Interior, were bo. Wo 
‘Secrotary Miniter of 
the Inter, Mirzn All Khaw Mansur, wae oe 
10 the Ministry of Noads on the 64 Jas 
1009, From thenesforward he served aw ‘Actiag 
Minister of the Interioe until: Ferought'* Cabinet 
Was formed in Septornber 1088 
Froeeeded to Haglan we coramiaaiouer of the 
Persian Government with the Anglo-Persian Oi! 
Company in December 198 w 
wo children. Honorary coun 
in Landon 1987, sel 
Returned to Persia December 1040. Under 
Sooretary at the Ministry of Justice from 1941. 
Hos always boon helpful i settling eases and giving 
advice on pointe of Persian Inv. Oa Hikn 


7" Minister of Pawnee 164 
hairan of Indvsteial nad Ating Ba 
tsa rat nod Mioiog Bank, 
‘Speaks English and Prencl 
seat at td wally ot pean 
in 1 joined th teh-i-Milli- 
‘very high regard for Sayyid Zia, 7 Sm Dae 


No. 14 
SOVIET-PERSIAN RELATIONS 
State Department on Denunciation of th 
peste mn of the Soviet-Persian 


(No. 3839. Secret) Washington, 
(Pelegraphic) July 8, 1948 

‘Tehran telegram No, 635 to you and your 
telegram No. 389 to Tehran: Soviet- 
Persian Treaty of 1921. 


of 1924 
Sir O. Pranks to Mr. Bevin, 


(Received 9th July) 


State Department have asked United 


States Ambassador at Tehran to inform the 
Persian Government that for the following 


reasons the United States Government do 


not consider that the 1921 treaty should be 
denounced :-— 


(a) Some of the ‘provisions are advan- 
tageous to Persia. 

(b) United States Government do not 
consider that article 6 permits the 
Soviet Government unilaterally to 
introduce forces into Persia. 

(c) The denunciation of the treaty at 
the present time might with some 
justification be considered by the 
‘Soviet Government as an unfriendly 
act 


7 


Wl) Public airing of Persian-Soviet 
differences might, in view of the 
general Soviet position in the world 
(questions of prestige in Berlin and 
Yugoslavia), provide rather than 
deter Soviet interference in Persian 
affairs, 


2. State Department hope to give us very 
shortly their considered views on the ques- 
tions raised in the letter from Burrows to 
Creswell referred to. in Tehran telegram 
No, 585, 





No. 15, 
PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
MONTHLY REPORT FOR JUNE 1948 


Mr. Creswell to Mr. Bevin, 


(No. 240) 
Sir, Tehran, 6th July, 1948. 
With reference to my despatch No, 200 
of 9th June, I have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during the month of June 1948, The prin: 
cipal event was the change of Government 
at Tehran, M. Hajir succeeding M. Hakimi 
as Prime Minister in spite of considerable 
extra-parliamentary opposition which gave 
rise to demonstrations lasting several days. 
There were no outstanding developments in 
foreign affairs; frontier incidents with 
Soviet connivance continued on 
Azerbaijan frontier. 


Internal Situation 

2 As forecast in, my despatch under 
reference, M. Hakimi’s Government did not 
survive for Jong. On Sth June M. Hakimi 
made his report to the Majlis, reviewing 
the period he had been in office and asking 
for a vote of confidence. In the division 
which followed he failed to obtain an 
absolute majority and his Government 
resigned. The defeat of the Government 
was followed by five days of indecision and 
intrigue, while the fractions debated the 
election. of a new Prime Minister. 
Althongb there was no question of his 
taking office himself, the influence exercised 
by Quvam-us-Saltanch was considerable, 
and it was widely believed that the new 
Prime Minister, whoever he might be, 
would lead a caretaker Government and 
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(Recoived 13th Suly) 


would withdraw whenever Quvam was 
rendy to take office, ‘The refusal of M 
Suhaily to be considered as « candidate (he 
had recently been appointed Ambassador 
to Franice) narrowed the field to MM. Hajir, 
Muhammad Said and Bayat, and on 13th 
Tune M, Hajir was elected by 66 votes ont 
of 120, 

8, The announcement of M. Hajir's 
délection as Prime Minister ‘provoked an 
outbreak of hostile demonstrations in 
‘Tehran, ‘The active instigator of these was 
the mullafi, Kashani, but the name of 
Sayyid Zia was widely associated with 
them. Beginning om 12th June, the distur- 
ances culminated on 17th June, when a 
large crowd encountered soldiers and po 
outside the Majlis and soveral people were 
wounded, The Chief of Police hnd already 
issued a warning to rioters, and on 19th 
June the Prime Minister himself drew the 
attention of the public to the article of the 
Penal Code against incitement to disorder. 

4 Meanwhile the Prime Minister had 
chosen his Cabinet, which was presented 
to the Shah on 21st June (see my despatch 
No. 229). Its members had for the most 
part held office in recent Cabinets, but the 
Prime Minister, like his predecessors, 
seemed to find the Billing of his team a 
difficult task, and, as finally constituted, the 
Cabinet did not give an impression of 
uniformity or cohesion. It includes, how- 
ever, several Ministers who are known to 
bé pro-British in sympathy and progres 

bd 





and M. Hajir has expressed 
determination to tackle the country’s 
chief internal problems with all means at 
his disposal, The new Government's pro- 
gramme was announced on 22nd June. ‘The 
Geclaration affirmed Persia’s adherence to 
the charter and principles of the United 
Nations and her determination to safe- 
guard her rights on all frontiers. ‘The 
internal programme included measures for 
reducing the cost of living, increased local 
participation in Provincial Government, 
reform of the Administration, the imple- 
mentation of the Seven-Year Plan, and the 
formation of a Persian company to exploit 
the petrol of the northern provinces. The 
Prime Minister referred to negotiations 
with the Anglo-ranian Oil Company and 
o the question of Bahrein in his first press 
conference, but did not mention these 
questions by name in the Government's 
official declaration of policy. 

6, ‘The debate onthe: Government, pro- 
gramme in the Majlis continued for several 
days, and though individual members did 

i hesitate to attack the Prime Minister, 
it became clear that the opposition to him 
Was not strong, It also became known that 
the Shah was in favour of an early vote of 
confidence for the new Government, Qut- 
side the Majlis the name of Sayyid 
faded from the headlines and Kashani’s 
opposition confined itself to the religious 
newspapers, where an attempt was made to 
make the demonstrations of 17th June 
appear as no more than a peaceful 
religious procession, At the conclusion of 
the debate on 20th June, M. Hajir obtained 
tighty-eight votee out of « total of ninety- 
six Deputies present, 

6. The suspension of activity during the 
change of Government reduced the legisla- 
tive work of the Majlis to a minimum, 
In the first week in June many Deputies 
who were opposed to M. Hakimi’s Govern- 
ment stayed away in order to prevent 
business being done, but on Sth June the 
Rice Bill was passed, with the inclusion of 
‘a clause, irrelevant to the main subject of 
the Bill, prohibiting importation by 
foreign traders. Thereafter there was a 
Jong and almost unbroken lull. Discussions 
on the Seven-Year Plan and on the Senate 
Bill continued in commission, and the 
Labour Law was reported to be ready for 
submission at the end of the month. 


Foreign Affairs 
7. Continued reports of frontier viola- 
tions by the Russians kept the press and 


public in a state of some anxiety at the 
beginning of the month. A frontier post 
con the Araxes River was reported to have 
been attacked on the night of 10th June, 
and there have been other attempts at in- 
filtration. On 15th June a Soviet fighter 
aircraft made a forced landing at Bandar 
Gaz on the Caspian Coast. These incidents 
formed the subject of a note from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Soviet 
Ambassador, who in his reply denied all 
knowledge of the incidents, for which he 
said the Soviet Government was in no way 
responsible. The negotiations with the 
Soviet Government for an agreement to 
regulate commercial exchanges during 
1945-49 were brought to a standstill by the 
fall of the Hakimi Government. 

5 In the first half of the month the 
Helmand River question figured largely in 
the press, Unfriendly references to 
‘Afghanistan provoked an open letter from 
the Afghan Ambassador, in which he tried 
to prove, by reference to a note from the 
Persian Embassy in Kabul, that too much 
water, and not too little, was flowing into 
Seistan, ‘This attempt to make capital out 
of the spring floods only aggravated the 
situation, and many newspapers demanded 
a show of force on the Afghan border. 
After further discussion the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs issued a statement con 
firming that both Powers had submitted the 
dispute to the United States Government 
for arbitration. 

9, Considerable progress was made in 
the negotiations between His Majesty's 
Government and the Persian Government 
regarding the settlement of claims between 
the two Governments arising from the war, 

connexion with the use of the Persian 
railways and with damage inflicted on the 
Persian navy. Substantial agreement was 
reached on both these matters, and by the 
end of the month the negotiations were 
about to be concluded, in each case, 
exchange of notes. ‘A new civil 
operating internal services in Persia—the 
Eagle Airlines—began operations during 
the month: it is under B.O.A.C. technical 
management and control. 

10. The long-standing uncertainly about 
the exact scope and function of the United 
States Gendarmerie Mission has been 
brought to an end by an exchange of views 
tetween the United States Embassy and 
the Persian Government. The head of the 
mission, General Schwartzkopf, has now 
been transferred after five years’ service in 
Persia and has been succeeded by Colonel 


Pierve; the functions of the mission have 
been clearly defined as being purely 
advisory, and the executive command of the 
gendarmerie rests with the Persian 
Ministry of the Interior. 


‘The Provinces 

11, M. Tagizadch (former Persian 
Ambassador in London), who is one of the 
Deputies for Tabriz, spent the first half of 
the month in his constituency, and on his 
return spoke in the Majlis on the situation 
in Azerbaijan. He contrasted the present 
unhappy state of the province with the 
prosperity he had known in the past. He 
Urged that deportations to the south should 
be stopped, that the railway from Tehran 
to Tabriz should be completed, and that 
wealthy merchants and landowners should 
remember that it was their duty to return 
to their province. The announcement that 
one of the Ministers without Portfolio in 
the new Cabinet, Jalal Tmami, has been 
given the special task of dealing with the 
affairs of Azerbaijan may mean that some 
of these abuses, which, to a lesser degree, 
are true of most of the provinces, may be 
remedied. 

12 In the south there has been little 
activity. Tt is not yet clear whether 
General Ahmadi’s visit to Fare and 
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Khuzistan has had “any effect on the 
smugglers, but eight merchants have been 
arrested in Ahwaz and the Governor- 
Gerieral of Khuzistan has formed the 
pany for selling grain at fixed prices, which 
Was referred to in the Monthly Report for 
May. Highway robbery in Fars continues 
on a reduced scale, and on 12th June a 
bandit was publicly executed at Shiraz, 
‘The tribes have completed their move to 
summer quarters and the collection of arms 
continues at a leisurely pace 

13. In Isfahan the future of the 
Pashmbaf factory has not yet been decided 
It is being run for the time being by a 
committee under the supervision of the 
Governor-General. No noticeable progress 
has been made with the Kuhrang irrigation 
seheme, 


Headquarters, Iraq, through His Maje 
Embassy, Bagdad, United Kingdom High 
Commissioners at Karachi and New Delhi, 
and to all His Majesty's consular officers in 


Persia. 
T have, &e. 
‘M. J. CRESWELL. 


Sess 
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No. 16 


VISIT OF THE SHAH OF PERSIA TO LONDON 


Mr, Creswell to Mr. Bevin. 


(No. 253) Tehran, 
Sir, 20th July, 1948, 

In confirmation of my telegram No. G04, 
I have the honour to report that the Shah 
left Tehran on 18th July for his visit to 
London. 

2. There has been considerable opposition 
in the country to the Shah's proposed 
journey, and it was not until 12th July 
that His Majesty took a definite decision to 
proceed with it nevertheless. ‘Though 
this opposition may have been due in some 
degree to the activities of those who were 
interested in disturbing the good relations 
between Persia and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and in some degree also to opponents 
of the dynasty who expected that the Shah's 
position would be strengthened by this 
Visit, the majority who opposed it did so 
for reasons of genuine concern about the 
internal political situation here and for the 


(Received 27th July) 


welfare of the Shah, and because they 
sought to avoid the additional responsi 
bility which would fall upon. them during. 
His Majesty’s absence. 

3. In partioular, members of _ the 
Government were "apprehensive of a 
repetition of the intrigues and demon- 
strations against the Prime Minister 
which, as 1 reported in my despatch 

229, occurred in the middle of last 
mith, and both the Prime Minister and 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs seemed 
anxions that the journey. should be post 
poned until a later date in the belief that 
conditions might be quieter in two or three 
months’ time, In the two interviews 
described in my telegram No. 568 of 
12th duly I did my best to assuage their 
misgivings and pointed out, as I believed 
to be the case, that there was no reason to 
think that political conditions would be any 
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better in two or three months than they are 
at present. I also made it clear to them 
that ‘he. King’s invitation having been 
extended for a definite date and having 
been accepted in principle, it could not be 
assumed that this invitation would be 
repeated on a later occasion if the Shah 
were now prevented from travelling. Con- 
stations between the Government and the 
court continued throughout the morning of 
12th July, and at about 4 p.m. of the same 
afternoon the Shah caused me to be in- 
formed of his intention to carry out the 
Visit as planned. 

4. A considerable amount of opposition 
hhad also made itself felt in the Majlis. The 
Shah, learning of this, not only conveyed 
his decision to the President of the Majlis 
in « private audience on the morning of 
13th July, but also summoned all the 
Deputies to the palace at Sandabad at 
6 pan, the same evening in order to 
announce his decision, Before the 
Deputies were received by His Majesty, the 
Majlis held a seoret session to discuss the 
journey. Though there were one or two 
criticians of the method thus adopted by 
the Shah of communicating hix decision to. 
the Chamber, the Majlis as a whole proved 

le and, as so often happens in thix 
try, the voices which had formerly been 
raised in doubt and opposition now con 
tributed to. the chorus of adulation and 
praise once the Shih's decision had been 
made known, Nevertheless, I think that, 
had the Shah not taken a firm decision on 
12th July, the opposition to his journey 
would have increased. Tt is also tue that 
had the Government of M. Hakimi not been 
ed by that of M. Hajir in June, nnd 
the new Government not been able to 
reinforce its position as it did by obtaining 
an overwhelming’ vote of confidence, the 
Shah's absence from this country at this 
time would not have been possible. 

5. Thave given you this brief deseription 
of the political background here in order 
to clarify the reasons for the Shah’s 
apparent sensitiveness on certain points of 
© protocol nature which, though having 
little importance in themselves, made it 
possible for the journey to be represented 
in « more favourable light to the Majlis 
and to the public. For instance, both before 
and since the Shah’s departure the news- 
papers have made much of the fact that 
‘lis Majesty's visit to London took place on 
the personal invitation of His Majesty The 
King. Had he heen unable to say this, T 
fee! certain that it would not have been 


possible for the Shah to make the journey: 
The Shah’s interest in the actual ceremony 
of reception at Northolt and his first 
decision to leave Tehran in his own aero- 
plane, only transferring to the York 
aircraft provided by His Majesty's 
Government when the party reached Malta, 
are also attributable to the same causes. I 
am giad to say, however, that both these 
questions were satisfactorily solved, and 
that the Shah decided to travel all the 
way in the York after I had made it clear 
both to the Prime Minister and to mem- 
bers of His Majesty's household that a 
departure from here in an aircraft other 
than that provided by His Majesty's 
Government would both put us in a difi- 
‘cult position as regards responsibility. for 
His Majesty's safety during the jour 
and might also. appear somewhat u 
gracious in London since His Majesty's 
Government had offered the aircraft at the 
taxpayers’ expense. 

the last week there has also been 
certain amount of uncertainty about the 
composition of the Council. of Regency. 
‘This was finally announced in an Imperial 
Firman dated 15th July, and will consist 
of the three elder princes, brothers of the 
Shal—Ali Reza, Ghulam Reza and Abdal 
Reza—of the } Minister and the 
Speaker of the Majlis, and of M. Hakimi 
and M, Mohammed Saed (former Prime 
Ministers), Sayid Mohammed  Sadegh 
Tabatabi (a former Speaker of the Majlis), 
and General Amie Ahmadi, Minister of 
War, Meetings willbe attended also by 
M, Sami'i (Master of Ceremonies at the 
Court), and the function of the council is 
defined as being the study of important 
questions of national policy at the request 
of the Government, with the responsibility 
of communicating tapidly with the Shah 
himself on matters requiring an urgent 
decision. Legislation will apparently 
receive the Royal assent only after reference 
to the Shih by the Conncil of Regency. 

7. In spite of his request that | his 
departure from the aerodrome shonld not be 
a ceremonial occasion, the Shah was seen off 
by a gathering of several hondred Deputies 
and members of the Government with their 
under-secretaries, Various speeches were 
made before the aircraft took off at about 
5 am. The Diplomatic Corps were not 
present as a body. bnt the French and 
Italian Ambassadors and the Swiss Chargé 
d’Affaires as representatives of the countries 
which the Shah is due to visit, as well as 
myself and members of the staff of His 


Embassy, were present at the 


8. I feel confident that the Shah's visit 
will do much good both to the relations 
between the two countries and to His 
Majesty's position in this country. After 
the original wave of criticism had spent 
itself the journey seems to be popular here, 
and the press has made much of the Shah's 
i to the country which is the home 

1 justice and individual freedom.” 
Tt has al2o emphasised the coincidence of 
the journey with the opening of the 
Olympic Games and His Majesty's interest 
in sport, while denying that the journey 
was being undertaken for political motives 
Tt will provide an opportunity for the Shab 
to attain a degree of detachment from the 
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Tehran, 

Brd August, 1945 
y despatch No. 240 
of 6th July, [have the honour vw submit 
the following report. on developments. in 
Permia during the month of July 1948, 
The principal event of the month was the 
departure of the Shah for Europe: the 
jovernment continued to prepare legisla- 
for submission to the Majlis and was 
eoupied. in particular, with the prepara- 
tion of the Budget : there were no develop- 
‘ments in foreign affairs beyond a sounding 
made by the Soviet Ambassador regarding 

the policy of the new Government, 


Foreign Affairs 

2. In Ist July, in the course of a courtesy 
call on the Prime Minister after the forma- 
tion of his Government, the Soviet 
Ambassador outlined the terms upon which 
the Soviet Government. would be prepared 
to settle outetanding questions with the 
Persian Government. He said that, the 
questions of the return to Persia of the 
Bank-i-Melli gold, of the Customs claims 
arising from the war and the cessation of 
frontier incidents and hostile propaganda 
from the Soviet side were minor matters 
Which could easily be settled if the Persian 
Government were prepared to give Moscow 
Some satisfaction in the form of a 


Gay-to-day problems of this country, and 
to learn much of post-war developments 
and present-day political trends, He will 
also be able wo supplement his knowledge 
of the theory of Western European con- 
stitutions with a direct acquaintance with 
the actual working of a constitutional 
monarchy, with which he has hitherto had 
no direct contact. He will thus be’able to 
return, in a few weeks’ time, in a better 
state of mind to deal with the problems of 
this country 

9. [am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing- 
ton and Moscow, and to the British Middle 

st Office, Cairo, 


No. 17 
PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
MONTHLY REPORT FOR JULY 1948 


Mr. Creswell to Mr. Bevin, (Receieed Vth August) 


“gesture” to restore Soviet prestige in 
connexion with the rejection last autumn 
of the proposal for forming a Soviet 

sian oil company, and if the Persian 
Government were prepared, to terminate 
the activities of the United States Military 
and Gendarmerie: Missions. ‘The Prime 
Minister consulted the’ United States 
Government and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, who were in agreement that Persia's 
attitide to this approach should be one of 
firmness, that the Prime Minister should 
demand the satisfaction of the gold and 
Customs claims, and the cessation of 
frontier incidents as of right and should 
not he led on to discuss the wider political 
issues raised ; but that there would be no 
‘objection to the opening of negotiations for 
‘an agreement to cover current commercial 
exchanges ‘This advice was given to M 
Hajir in the middle of the month; the 
matter was, however, ptireued no further, 
‘as the Prime Minister did not wish to re- 
open it. by summoning the Soviet 
Ambassador again. It was rumoured at the 
end of the month that M. Sadtchikov would 
shortly return to Moscow, whither he had 
been recalled for consultation. In the 
course of the month the Soviet Consul- 
General at Resht, and the Soviet Consuls at 
Ahwaz and Kermanshah, all left their posts 
for leave oF consultation; and a further 
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sign of a change in Soviet policy was the 
closing down of the Russian school in 
‘Tehran and the Irano-Soviet Cultural 
Society. 

3. There appears to have been an unex- 
peoted hitch in connexion with the delivery 
to Persia of United States armaments 

der the Arms Credit Agreement. The 
difficulties connected with the payment of 

ing and transport charges (see Tehran 
jespatches Nos. 70-and 151) appear to have 
arisen afresh owing to unwillingness on 
the American side to meet these charges in 
‘addition to the cost of the very great reduc- 
tion im prices quoted in connexion with the 
sale of the arms themselves, 

‘4 The Helmand river dispute did not 
develop further during July, but it is note- 
worthy that the "show of force’” men- 
tioned in. paragraph & of my. despatch 
under reference was duly. forthcoming in 
the second half of June. Fifteen Hurri« 
canes of the Hurricane Regiment were 
moved to Zahidan, ostensibly to carry out 
gunnery and bombing practice, The Chief 
of the Persian General Staff confirmed to 
the military attaché that one of the objects 
of this exercise was to impress the Afghans, 
whose Air Force is reported to consist 
largely of Ansons. Independently of the 
American proposal for a neatral commis 
tion to settle this question, biluteral discus 
sions are to be resumed between the Persian 
and Afghan Government 


Internal Situation 

5. News of the impending departure of 
tho Shah from the country for his visit to 
tho United Kingdom and’ Western Europe 
gave rise to a certain amount of opposition, 
both on the part of the Government, who 
were nervous of the additional responsi- 
bility which would devolve upon them 
during His Majesty's absence, and on the 
part of a number of deputies, some of whom 
may have heen moved by reasons of hostilit 
to British policy or to the dynasty, thou 
in most cases their opposition was due to 
nothing more than vague nervousness and 
anxiety. The Shah was himself carefal to 
pay due consideration to these feelings, and 
after detailed consultation with the Gov- 
ernment on the internal situation in the 
country, in which the possibility of a post- 
ponement of the visit was mentioned, he 
made an announcement on 12th July about 
his forthoming departure on 18th July 
and sunsmoned the members of the 
Majlis to the Saadabad Palace on the fol- 
lowing day in order to explain his decision 


to them. In the event, once the public had 
been notified of the visit, reactions were far 
from unfavourable and the press as a whole 
welcomed his journey to London both as a 
contribution to the improvement of Anglo- 
Persian relations and as a means of 
making the Shah more closely acquainted 
with the democratic and Parliamentary 
traditions of the United Kingdom. 

6, After the sucessful vote of confidence 
reported. in raph 5 of my despat 
Une reference, the position of the Govern 
ment is thought to have weakened slightly, 
as many of its critics are believed to hold 
the view that Mr. Hajir has been trying to 
please all the deputies all the time, His 
Action in appeasing the Mullahs by impos- 
ing strong police measures. as regards 
Ramazan has been specially criticised 
Nevertheless, there is little doubt that the 
Government still has a substantial majority 
and it has settled down to the preparation 
of various legislative measures which will 
ahortly be brought before the Majlis, ‘The 
most important of these is the first com- 
plote Budget’ which will have been sub- 
mitted to the Parliament in the last four 
years, previous Governments having lived 
from hand to mouth by adopting the expe- 
dient of making monthly votes equivalent 
to one-twelfth of the annual budget. The 
Senate Bill and the Labour Law are also 
expected to be submitted to the Majlis in 
the course of the next few weeks. Finally, 
the Commission entrusted with the study of 
the Seven-Year Plan has pursued its 
Inboure and it is expected that the Bill will 
be submitted to Parliament in the course 
of a month or #9. ‘Though there were at 
‘one time bts of the Government's keen- 
noss and sincerity over this matter, I under 
stand that detailed discussions between the 
Prime Minister and the protagonists of the 
plan in the latter halw of the month suc- 
ceeded in convincing the latter that M. 
Hajir does, in fact, mean to put the plan 
forward with sufficient eagerness and 
energy 

7. New Government regulations for the 
allocations of foreign exchange for imports 
were announced on 28th July. The Majlis 
has also approved a Government measure 
exempting from the provisions of the 
article in the Rice Bill restricting the 
activity of foreign traders (see my despatch 
No. 240) all goods which had heen ordered 
but had not yet been passed through the 
Customs when that Bill was approved. ‘The 
Bill itself has given rise to protests from 
many foreign diplomatic missions whos 


tory action has been taken 
Government against Pers 
Sweden. 


The Provinces 

8, The proposal to grant an amnesty to 
persons implicated in. the Azerbaijan 
Democrat: régime, and to allow those who 
have been deported to the south to return 
to Azerbaijan has created some anxiety in 
that province. The authorities there feel 

that the law and order which they have pre- 
variously enforced for the last eighteen 
months is not likely to survive the return of 
the Muhajjirs, and they regret that M. 
Tagizadeh, and more recently Dr, Martin 
Dafiari have, in their speeches in the 
Majlis, painted an unjustifiably gloomy 
icture of Azerbaijan. These feelings 
ave to some extent offset the good impres- 
‘sion made by the appointment of a Minister 
responsible for Azerbaijan and the hope 
that the new Government was getting 
the heart of the matter when, on 16th July, 
the Governor-General, Ali Mansur, was 
recalled to Tehran. It is reported that he 
is to be succeeded by the present Minister 
of Court, "Mahmud Jam, when the latter 
returns from Europe. 

9 In Khuzistan the Governor-General 
continues to keep a watchful eye on Tudeh 
activities At Khorramshahr  Rear- 
Admiral Zeli and the local governors ha 
formed a committee for this purpose, but 
rumours that the second anniversary of 
the oil workers’ strike on 14th July would 
bo marked by distarbances proved yround- 
less. Although their visible activities have 
recently amounted to little more than the 
distribution of pamphlets, the Tudeh 
Party in Khuzistan have succeeded in 
creating a feeling of uncertainty among 
the authorities Both the number of meet- 
ings and the attendance of the Central 
Union of Oil Workers have dropped in 
recent weeks. Public security is reported 
to be bad near Khurramabad, in Luristan, 
but to be good elsewhere in south-west 
Persia 

10. For some time the Javanrudi, one of 
the more turbulent Kurdish tribes, who 
inhabit an area north-west of Kermanshah, 
have been giving trouble ‘They have 
encouraged smuggling across the Traqi 
frontier, they have taken illegal toll from 
travellers and, in contrast to neighbouring 
tribes, have not contributed materially to 
the Government's measures of tribal dis- 
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armament. During the second week of 
July the G.O.C., Kermanshah, ordered 
some five hundred troops to the tribal area, 
He hoped to bring the Javanrudi to heel by 
peaceful means, and employed three air- 
craft to drop leaflets, but when one of these 
was fired on he decided to use force. One 
of the loyal neighbouring tribes was called 
on to co-operate with the Persian army, 
largely with the object of preventing the 
escape of the Javanrudi across the border 
into Trag. With the aid of this tribe two 
military columns succeeded in bringing the 
Jayanradi leaders to heel after a brief 
engagement in which afew tribesmen were 
killed. Four military garrisons, each of 
about battalion strength, are now to be 
established in Javanrudi country to super- 
vise the handing in of arms by the tribe 
and to remain until conditions have 
entirely quietened down. 

11. In the Bakhtiari country there has 
been a brush between two minor triber— 
the Mahmud Saleh and the Mamivand— 
over pasturage rights. This incident has 
increased the determination of the military 
to disarm the Muhmud Saleh, who are 
reported still to possess between 2,000 and 
3,000 rifles 

12. Prospects for next spring’s harvest, 
are causing anxiety. In Kbuzistan the 
Governor-General continues his consulta: 
tion with the grain company, and hopes on 
the one hand to obtain help from the 
northern provinces, and on the other hand 
to prevent the leakage of wheat to Iraq and 
Kawait, which ail continues in’ spite of 


recent measures. In the irrigated parts of 
Northern Khorassan the harvest promises 
to be good, but speculators have already 
started buying forward at high prices, 


relying on there being a bad harvest in 
Southern Khorasan and Seistan, A 
Wheat Commission has been formed by the 
Governor-General of Khorasan to devise 
a means of preventing the harvest from 
being cornered by the northern landlords 
for their own profit. 

18. Tam sending copies of this despatch 
to His) Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow and Bagdad, and to 
the British Middle Eust Office, Cairo; to 
Air Headquarters, Traq, through His 
Majesty's Embassy, Bagdad; to the 
United Kingdom High Commissioners at 
Karachi and New Delhi; and to all His 
Majesty’s Consular Officers in Persia, 

T have, &e. 
M. J. CRESWELL, 


Sea ere rere te ee 
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No. 18 


VISIT OF THE SHAH OF PERSIA TO THE UNITED KINGDOM 


Mr, Bevin to Sir J. Le Rougetel (Tehran) 


176) Foreign Office, 
12th August, 1948, 
As I have already informed your 
xcellency in my telegram No. 475 of 
ist August, the Shah of Persia left the 
United Kingdom for the second part of his 
visit to France, Switzerland and Italy on 
Sunday, tst August. He was seen off from 
Northolt by Lord Mountbatten on behalf 
of The King, and was flown to Paris in an 
RAF. aircraft provided by the Air 
Ministry. It has been arranged that this 
York aircraft will later be fown to Rome 
at the end of the Shah’s continental tour 
to take him and his suite back to Tehran, 

2. The visit which has just ended marks 
tho first time a ruler of Persia hax visited 
tho United Kingdom since the olflicial visit 
of Ahmed Shah Qajar in 1919 and the 
present Shah is the first of the Pablavi 
dynasty to visit this country and. to. be 
invited to be the guest of His Majesty The 
King. Although the initiative for the vi 
came from the Shah himself, the sugaestio 
was welcomed by Hix Majesty's Gover 
ment. Public and official opinion in Pers 
was not wholly in favour of the visit, 
largely owing to a genuine concern about 
the internal political situation in Persia 
and for the welfare of the Shab. This 
opposition was, however, overcome by: the 
Shah's own firmness, helped by his declara- 

hat his vinit to London was being 

Jo at the personal invitation of The 

King. In the event the Shah, after leaving, 

the Palace to stay at the Persian Embassy, 

became the guest of His Majesty's Govern- 

ment and Ini visit was therefore a semi- 
private one, 

3, The Shah had originally intended to 
fly to the United Kingdom in his own B17 
aircraft and had asked for an R.A.P. pilot 
and navigator to assist him on the journey. 
‘The Air Ministey were, however, unable to 
accept this request owing to-a shortage of 
TLA.E. personnel experienced on this 
American-type aircraft, As it was con- 
sidered that the Shah’s previous experience 
as a pilot was insufficient to guarantee his 
safety on a trans-continental flight without 
such expert assistance, the Air Ministry 
agreed to provide an RAF. V.LP. York 
aircraft, which had been used previously 


by the Duke of Gloucester, to fly the Shah 
and the immediate members of his suite to 
the United Kingdom. The remaining 
members of the Shah's party were accom 
modated in the Shah’s own aircraft, whic 
flew in convoy with the York. 

4. ‘The Shah left Tehran on 18th July 
and, after a stop of two nights at Malta, 
where he was the guest of the Governor, 
arrived at the RA.F. aerodrome, Northolt, 
on the afternoon of 20th July. ‘The Shab 
was met at the aerodrome by the Duke of 
Gloucester on behalf of the King and, after 
inspecting a Guard of Honour mounted by 
the RAB, drove to Buckingham Palace, 
where he wax met by The King and Queen, 
‘The King’s Guard, formed by the Cold: 
stream Guards, with the King’s Colour and 
Band of the Regiment, was mounted in the 
quadrangle of the Palie and waa 
inspected by the Shah on arrival. 

Shah wns the guest of Their Majesties 
22nd July and was invested with the K 
Victorian Chain at the dinner party given 
in his honour by The King on 2ist July. 
On the following morning the Shah gave 
‘Tho King the Order of Pahlavi, First Class 
(Nishan-Pahlavi) with Collar. After 
visiting the House of Commons, where he 
was introduced to Members by the Deputy 
Speaker; and attending Their Majesties’ 
Garden Party on 22nd July, the Shah left 
the Palace for the Persian 


romaining members of the Shah's 
wore accommodated at Claridges. 

3. The Shah's programme for the 
remainder of the vinit was a busy one, as is 
apparent from the attached copy(’) of the 
programme printed for his visit. . The 
Prime Minister gave a dinner party for 
the Shah on 2ist July, and as I 
expected to be absent, it was arranged that 
the Lord President should give a reception 
for the Shab on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government on 30th July. The Shah was 
also entertained to luncheon at the Mansion 
House by the Lord Mayor of London and 
the Lady Mayoress.. Although no formal 
discussions were held, the Shab bad an 
opportunity for informal talks with most 
of the members of the Government at these 
various functions, The Shah also visited 


(0) Not printed. 


the Auglo-Tranian Oil Company's Research 
Station at Sunbury, the Bristol Aircraft 
Factory and Oxford University, where he 
spent the day as the guest of the Vice- 
Chancellor. Apart from these official 
visits, arrangements were made for the 
Shah to be present at Goodwood, where, as 
f fortunate coincidence, one of the winners 
backed by him was named “Tran.”” The 
Shah also saw several theatres and was. 
taken out to supper afterwards, where, to 
the surprise of the suite, he danced in 
public 

6. The Shah spent one day with each 
# the three Services and I shall be writing 
to you separately about the results of these 
visits. Tt is, however, of interest that all 
three Servite representatives have reported 
ndependently that they were greatly: im: 
pressed by the Shah's technical knowledge, 
lis grasp of the strategic values of modern 
warfare and his well-balanced views on 
the posible rile of the Persian armed 
forces. ‘The favourable impression made 
by the Shah was not confined to the Service 
representatives alone, and his modesty, 
round judgment, energy and interest in 
current affairs were remarked upon by all 
those who came in contact with him. 

7 Although it is perhaps to early to 
ames the long-term value of the Shah's 
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Visit, it can confidently be said that it has 
helped towards a proper appreciation of 
the: policy of His Majesty's Government in 
Persia, and thus to the improvement of 

as between the two countries. The 

stay at the Palace, his visit to the 
House of Commons, and the opportunities 
which he has had to meet members of the 
Government, leading officials and other 
curinent public figures will have also given 
him an insight into the working of a con 
titutional monarchy in practice. ‘The visit 
has also enabled the Shah to take a short 
respite from the particular difficulties of 
his position in Tehran and given him an 
opportunity to obtain a free exchange of 
ideas with disinterested persons, His vom 
jarative freedom from the ceremony of the 
Persian Court and the welcome with which 
hie has been received! both publicly and 
privately, wilt have lao con 
hope, to the Shah's personal 6 
have helped to strengthen those | 
relations with the Shah on which we place 
#0 much importane 

8. 1 ain sending copies of this de 
to His Majesty’s Ambassadors at Was) 
ton and Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo, 
Tam, & 
ERNEST BEVIN 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN AZERBAIJAN, ist JANUARY-30th JUNE, 1948 


Consul-General Pott to Mr. Bevin: 


(No. 22) 
Sir, Tabriz, 24th July, 1948. 

During the period under review Soviet 
activities and propaganda continued to 
keep the population of Azerbmjan in a 
state of tension. Soviet intervention. in 
the province was genuinely feared in the 
light of events in Czechoslovakia and later 
in. Berlin. ‘These Soviet preoccupations, 
however, and Soviet designs elsewhere in 
the world, combined with the absence of 
any organised pro-Soviet_ movement in 
Azerbaijan, seem to haye contributed to 
sparing the province and to have allowed 
it to recede, at any rate for the present, 
still, farthor into the background of the 
world scene. 

2 Within Persia attention was also 
focuseed on the province by the Shah's 
visit to Tabriz at the end of March and 
AM. Taqizadeh's account of his tour of the 


(Received Vth August) 


province in May. Besides M, ‘Tagiva 
other Deputies from Azerbaijan voiced in 
the Majlis local dissatisfaction with the 
administration, but all failed. to carry the 
population with them in their proposals 
for « general amnesty for those implicated 
in the Azerbaijan revolt, 

3. A high standard of public security 
was maintained and such subversive activi- 
ties as took place were kept underground. 
‘The many landowners and merchants who 
eaw no future. in Azerbaijan during. the 
Russian occupation and the Democrat 
régime and left for ‘Tehran found no 
strong, stable central Government. such as 
‘might have induced them to return to the 
province. The economic life of the 
province, which they could have revived in 
some measure, remained more or less mori 
bund. No crises, however—in fact nothing 
of great moment took place ‘The public 





ressed no very strong feelings on any 
Such unemployment as there was 
did not obtrude itself, That no mischief 
‘occurred from within the province is due 
as much to. the loyalty, patience and 
resignation of the Azerbaijani as to the 
existence of martial Jaw and to the efforts 
of the Administration 
4. Soviet protests about the employment 
of American military instructors and 
advisers in Persia condemned the United 
States-Persian Awreement of 147 ns a 
breach of Persia's obligations under the 
Perso-Soviet Treaty of 1921. Simul- 
taneous attacks by the Soviet propaganda 
machine on alleged American. military 
ies in Azerbaijan and an alleged 
proposal for the grant to the United States 
of an oil concession in Northern Persia 
caused apprehension in the province. It 
was feared that the USSR, sooner or 
Inter, would invoke articles 5 and 6 of the 
1921 trvaty with m view to justifying a 
military. reoccupation of the province in 
the interests of her sqcurity. After an 
intorval, there was renewed and increased 
approbension at the news of repeated 
lutions of the Azerbaijan frontier, with 
Soviet connivance, by armed irregulars, 
arge numbers of whom had been seen from 
Persian territory. Those incidents took 
the form of probings of the frontier by 
night, and clashes occurred with Persian 
frontier posts. At the same time the olan- 
destine Azerbaijan Democrat radio in 
‘Trans-Cancasia continued to. promise the 
carly “liberation "’ of ‘the province and 
the setting up of a‘ National Govern: 
ment.” Hut all this Soviet activity proved 
to be part of a war of nerves. Persian pro- 
teats were made, and by the end of June 
the incidents appeared to have stopped 
5. ‘The Shah’s visit to Tabriz, which was 
‘one of a series of visits to various towns in 
Persia, was on the occasion of the finals of 
the national football and — basket-ball 
championships, It evoked further proof, 
if proof was needed, of the devotion of the 
Azerbaijani to the Persian Crown. It was 
also the means of bringing home to the 
ernment local dissatisfaction with the 
administration. There were many com- 
plaints regarding the Governor-General, 
Ali Mansur, and it was thought that he 
would be recalled. The high cost of living 
and unemployment were the main 
grievances. Prices of most local produce 
in this relatively fertile province were 
excessive owing to the large margin of 
profit. Pabilie works provided employment 
for too few. Although it would be an 


exaggeration to say, as M, Tagizadeh said, 
that the streets of Tabriz were thros 
with beggars, there is no doubt that large 
numbers of unemployed and casually em- 
ployed in the towns and the countryside 
subsist near starvation level. In Tabriz 
begging by unemployed is for the most part 
done discreetly from door to door, and alms 
are freely given in true Muslim fashion. 
Lack of snow at one time gave rise to real 
fears, which were exploited by Soviet 
propeganda, that the wheat and barley 
vests would fail, But there was at no 
time any serious Jack of bread (and harvest 
ospects proved in the end to be excellent). 
These conditions, however, were not unique 
to Azerbaijan. They existed elsewhere in 
the provinces in Persia. The difference 
was that the Azerbaijani felt that he was 
uot reveiving the special consideration from 
the central Government to. which he 
believed himself entitled by reason of his 
exposed position and the help he bad given 
to the Government in the liberation of the 
province, He remained peaceable and 
inarticulate, but his loyalty, it seemed to 
him, was taken too much for granted 
4, None was more anxious than the 
Azerbaijani himself, even the absentee 
landlord or merchant sit Tehran, to 
forget the Azerbaijan “allair” and’ to 
strive to return to the prosperity he had 
once known, But he could see in the 
“northern neighbour's" behaviour else- 
where in the world no hope of a return to 
normal conditions, It was with misgiving 
and dismay, therefore, that the population 
and the local Persian civil and military 
authorities heard the Azerbaijan Deputies, 
who had already called for a xtop to be put 
to the deportations to the south, plead for 
srpeneral:ainntaty: fon. those compatriots 
who had betrayed their country (whether 
‘or not they had acted through fear of 
ignorance) and for the return to. the 
province of the politically unreliable ele: 
ments banished to the south, If these pro- 
posals, and M. ‘Taqizadeh's proposal for 
the abolition of martial law, are approved 
by the Majlis, it is difficult to see (even 
assuming that those who took a leading 
part in the Azerbaijan revolt and those 
ilty of murder and looting are not 
amnestied) how an increase in subversive 
activity and a heginning of civil disorder 
can be prevented in Azerbaijan, It would 
seem that all the improvements in the 
administration recommended by M. Tagi- 
zadeh and other Azerbaijan Deputies 
including the removal of restrictions on 
political liberty, the elimination of corrupt 


officials, the delegation of wider powers to 
the provincial authorities, the execution of 
capital construction and public works 
‘schemes and the reopening of trade routes 
could never, in the aggregate, offset the dis- 
advantage of having back in the province 
a Soviet Fifth Column of Azerbaijan 
Democrats “muhajirs”” whose 
jelled by their brethren 
ing in hiding. Unemployed and 
other discontented elements who had 
hitherto been restrained by the existence 
of martial law might well, in the end, be 
suborned by the propaganda of iet- 
sponsored demagogues, ‘The smouldering 
embers would indeed be kindled again 
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7. It now remains to be seen, however, 
what action will be taken with regard to 
Azerbaijan by the new Government of 
M. Hazhir. ‘The Azerbaijanis are unen- 
thusiastic on the subject as they deplore 
the fall of M. Hakimi, who enjoyed 
undoubted popularity amongst them as an 
Azerbaijani and an honest politician, So 
far, at least, M.Hazhir has made the 
gesture of appointing a Minister without 
Portfolio, Jamal Imami, a member of n 
well-known religions family of Azerbaijan, 
to supervise the affairs of the province, 

Thave, ec. 
SLIE POTT. 
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No. 20 


PERSIA: ADMINISTRATION OF M. HAJIR'S GOVERNMENT 
Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin. (Received 24th August) 


(No, 275) 
Sir, Tehran, 13th August, 1948, 

When Hajir’s Government received, on 
20th June, a vote of confidence by 88 votes 
to 6 (as reported by Mr. Creswell in his 
telegram No, 521), the prospects both of 
political stability for some time to come 
and even of some progress in administra- 
tion and economic reform seemed to be good. 
‘The relative calm of the last month has, 
however, been caused more by apathy and 
the hot weather than by a sense of security, 
and the reforms have not yet left the paper 
on which they are written. 4 

2. A number of parliamentary commis- 
sions have been charged with the investiga- 
tion of certain branches of the Adminis- 
tration. One is dealing with reform of 
municipalities, one with general questions 
of justice, and a commission composed of 
the Under-Secretaries has been meeting at 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to discuss 
the selection of personnel. M. Pirnazar, 
the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
has been the target of considerable criti- 
ism in the press, and the announcement 
that the counsellor and first secretary of the 
Persian Legation in Brussels had been 
removed has not increased public confidence 
in the civil service. 

3. There has also been criticism of the 
appointment of two Under-Secretaries to 
assist the Prime Minister himself. One of 
these, M. Moaddil, has the title of Parlia- 
mentary Assistant and the duty of answer- 
ing for the Prime Minister in the Majlis. 
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He is also charged with the general super- 
vision of the Press and Propaganda Office, 
which is directed by M. Faripur. The 
other is M. Jehangir Tafazuli, brother of 
the proprietor of Iran Ma, Although 
described as Political Assistant, his duties 
are not clear, but he is known to be on good 
terms with the Russians and is believed to 
be employed to guide the Prime Minister 
in his relations with Left-wing politicians. 
The interviews which the Soviet Ambassa- 
dor has recently had with the Prime 
‘Minister have pravoked lively comment, but 
no details are available. Before his depar- 
ture on leave the Soviet Ambassador was 
accorded the unnsual honour of a luncheon 

at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
4A further step towards internal 
reform was a letter of the Prime Minister's 
to all Governors-General, published on 31st 
‘oly, callings, oxiferonce: to dixouss. the 
protection of home industries, and to fix a 
Proper proportion between the cost of 
‘agricultural produce destined for the fac- 
tories and the finished products of industry. 
Owners and workers of all concerns employ. 
ing more than 100 workpeople were to be 
resented. At the same time the Prime 
inister announced that another confer- 
fence would be held to study agricultural 
questions and the relation between land- 
owners’ profits and the share of the culti- 
vator. The Minister of Agriculture, M. 
Bushihri, has announced his dnlention of 
hasing -agrivultaral, machinery from 
Mhroad, and suggested that greater use be 

6 
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made of oil as fuel in order to arrest the 
serious deforestation of the Caspian 
provinces. 

5. After his election the Prime Minister 
niade the budget his personal concern, and 
as result of his efforts it was approved by 
the commission on Ist July and a draft was 
published, but it has not yet been debated 
in the Majlis, and on 24th July another 
provisional twelfth was approved. 

6, The Labour Bill is second only to 
the budget in importance. Until it 
becomes law, aud until the position of 
the Ministry of Labour is regularised 
and a Minister appointed, there can 
be no prospect of a permanent improve- 
ment in the relations between employers 
and employees, ‘The original Bill of some 
fifty articles has twice been redrafted and 
is now reduced to twenty-one articles, but 
the passage of a Bill of this length’ still 
‘wens to look too much like bard work for 
the present Majlis, A budget of 20 million 
tials for the Ministry of Labour has been 
approved by the Budget Commission, and 
the Under-Secretary, M. Habib Naficy, has 
formed a commission of factory inspectors 
which will supervise the activities of 
fucto pectors all over the country 


7. ‘The Majlis has done practically 


nothing. In the first half of July the 
special commission to investigate charges 
of corruption against Qavam-us-Saltaneh 
roported in his favour by 3 votes to 2 
Whon this verdict was announced it created 
an uproar in the Majlis, ‘The next step 
was that the report of the special commis: 
sion whould be referred to the Commission 
of the Ministry of Justice, and thia was 
known to favour Qavam, His opponents, 
after anigeily expressing’ their opinion that 
the whole affair was illegal, left the Majlis 
and again absented themselves from the 
session of 15th July, where their absence 
prevented public business being done. On 
18th July there was again no session as 
most of the Deputies were present at the 
airport at 4 am, when the Shah departed 
for Europe. At the following sessions a 
law was passed allowing foreign trarlers to 
import any goods which were already on 
the way at the time the law of Sth July 
came into force, a provisional one-twelfth 
of the budget was also approved, and on 
25th July the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
made a statement abont the Shattel-Arab 
and announced that ‘negotiations were in 
progress with the Iraqi Government for a 
permanent settlément of the boundary dis- 
pute. The Majlis then adjourned until Sth 


Angust. Two sessions have beet held since 
the recess, and at neither of them was there 
a quorum, 

S. The Fast of Ramazan was this year 
enforced by the Government with unusual 
severity. ‘The most vociferous opposition 
to M. Hajir's election as Prime Minister 
came from the religious leaders, and it was 
pethaps to be expected that he would take 
steps to assure them of his orthodoxy and 
devotion to Islam, M, Hakimi’s Govern 
ment bad already appointed a commission 
to make proposals for the restriction of the 
sale of alcohol, and on 3nl July a decree 
was issued prohibiting its sale at the 
religious centres of Meshed, Qum and Rey 
This was followed two days later by a 
police order prohibiting during Ramazan 
the sale of alcoholic drinks and the sale of 
food in restaurants during the hours of 
daylight. Except’ in the ease of the three 
hotels frequented by foreigners, which were 
allowed ‘to serve meals, these regulations 
have been enforced. 

9, On 26th July a decree of the Council 
of Ministers was’ published altering the 
exchange control regulations. Under this 
decree the control exercised by the Banke 
Melli is increased, and ite effect should be 
to narrow the gap between the official and 
free market rates of exchange. It has been 
attacked as unpatriotic by those who believe 
that all Persia's problems could be solved 
by the enforcement of a rate of 60 rialx to 
the & 

10, There is evidence that the G 


provinces. The Bill for the creation of 
provincial universities has been approved 
in commission, and the Prime Minister has 
issued instructions to Governors-General 
about the collection of the harvest. M 
Jamal Imami, the Minister without Port- 
folio charged with the affairs of Azer: 
baijan, made a statement to the press on 
2nd August, in which he announced that 
a trade route had been opened from Tabriz 
to the Mediterranean and that measures 
were being taken by the Government to 
improve local coumunications, to facilitate 
the issue of licences to Azerbaijan mer- 
chants and to grant a credit of 10 million 
rials for Tabriz University. The proposal 
for a general amnesty for those concerned 
in Pishevari's Democrat Government has 
also bee widely discussed, and, it is 
believed, will shortly come into force. 
Although proposed by the Majlis Deputies 
for Azerbaijan, it is viewed with some 


disquiet by those responsible for keepi 
law and order in the province. 

11. The inactivity of M. Hajir's Govern- 
ment has disappointed the country. No 
organised opposition to it has yet emerged, 
but the press is now increasingly critical. 
Sayed Zia is still believed to be in contact 
with Ayatollah Kashani, but even if they 
went seriously into political partnership it 
is doubtful whether such a union of oppo- 
sites could achieve anything constroctive. 
‘The return of Qavam-us-Saltaneh has 
taken away Sayed Zia's chances of the 
leadership of a reformed Democrat Party, 
bot Qavam himself still seems content to 
remain in the background—perhaps secure 
in the knowledge that without the votes of 
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his party Hajir would not-have come to 
power. Abbas Iskandari, who led the 
small minority which voted against both 
Hakimi and Hajir, put down a written 
interpellationon 20th July on the old 
subjects of Bahrein and the southern oil, 
but this has not yet been debated in the 
Majlis, and when it is there is no reason to 
suppose that Iskandari will be able to 
command more than the same handful of 
Russophile Deputies. 

12. [ am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at Wash- 
ington and Moscow, and to the British 
Middle East Office. 

Thave, &e, 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL, 


ee 
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No, 21 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO THE VISIT OF THE SHAH OF PERSIA TO 
LONDON 


Sir J, Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin. 


(No. 232) Tehran, 
Sir, 25th August, 101 

T. have received reports from His 
Majesty's consular officers in Persia 
regarding local reactions to the visit of the 
Shah to England. These. reports were 
written in response to. Mr, Croswell’s 
instructions at the time, in which he par 


absence. In 
throughout the country has remained quiet 
except for occasional disturbances con 
nected with the cost af living, which would 
probably have occurred in any case 

2, Perhaps the most striking feature of 
these reports is; that public opinion on the 
whole seems to have taken the visit as a 
matter of course, and except among. the 
merchants of Shiraz there was no appre- 
hension, such as was felt in Tehran, that 
the situation might get out.of hand, It 
was generally assumed that the visit would 
have political. results. but there were many 
theories as to what those results might be. 
Tn Meshed, for example, it was hoped that 
after seeing how true democracy worked in 
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Great Britain the Shah would put an end 
to corruption in Persia, But, the less 
optimistic view. has also boen expressed, 
That the people's hopes for an end to 
corruption in Persian politics would be 
defeated, and. that opinion would then react 
violently not only against the Shah but 
against His Majesty's Government. 

'3..1t has been freely said (notably at 
Isfahan, Kermanshah and Tabriz) that the 
visit. would result. in. closer relations 
between Great Britain and Persia and the 
strengthening of the latter's. position 
vis-i-ris the Russians. In some casen the 
pleasure which this: thought, afforded. was 
qualified by. the fear that the attitude of 
the Russians might stiffen correspondingly. 
From. Isfahan: comes the report that some 
people (whom. His Majesty's consul 
describes as partisans of a neutral foreign 
policy rather than supporters of the Tudeh 
Party) considered that the Shah should 
now pay a visit to Moscow, 

T have, &c. 
(For the Ambassador), 
M. J, CRESWELL. 
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No. 22 
PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
Monthly Report for August 1948 


Sir J, Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin. (Received 15th September) 


(No. 204) 
Sir, Tehran, 6th September, 1948. 
With reference to ‘Tehran despatch 
No, 261 of 3rd August, I have the honour 
to submit the following report on events 
in Persia during the month of August 
1945. There were no further developments 
of note in relations between Persia and the 
Soviet Union; the Shah concluded his 
successful tour of Europe with visits to 
France, Switzerland and Italy, and re- 
turned to Tehran on 27th August: and the 
Majlis, after a recess of fifteen days during 
Ramazan, had some lively sessions and 
massed a further vote of confidence to the 
Jovernment, ‘There was little sign, how: 
ever, that M. Najir was meeting with 
success in his campaign for lowering the 
cont of living, and tn the second half of the 
month shortage of grain gave rise to dis- 
content in the provinces. 


Foreign Affairs 

2 The Soviet Ambassador left Tehran 
for the USSR, on leave on 11th August. 
Before his departure, M. Sadtchikov had 
& further conversation with the Prime 
Minister on similar lines to that of 1st 
July. He still insisted that some gesture 
must be made by the Persian Government 
to atone for the cancellation of the Oil 
Agreement, but was less precise than before 
on what form the gesture should take Tt 
also seems possible that a new commercial 
understanding acceptable to both sides may 
be concluded, and negotiations are continu- 
ing. Immediately after the Soviet Ambas- 

jor's departure, however, a deputation of 
the Tudeh Party waited on M. Hajir and 
presented him with a list of political 
measures which they considered essential 
for the restoration of internal and external 
stability. ‘These demands were much as 
would have been expected had they been 
dictated, as M. Hajir believes they were, by 
the Soviet Embassy. ‘They included the 
total suspension of martial law, with- 
drawal of American military advisers, can- 
cellation of the agreement of 3rd October, 
1947, withdrawal of the Bill for the 
formation of a Senate, and abstention from 
borrowing from abroad, as well as the 
general protests against interference with 


the freedom of press and speech, and lack 
of measures to assist the labouring classes. 
It now appears certain that there is being 
a general withdrawal of all Soviet per- 
sonnel not considered essential, and besides 
the withdrawals mentioned in paragraph 2 
of my despatch under reference, all Soviet 
children are being returned to the U.SS.R. 
for schooling. There has, however, been 
a loll in the frontier incidents. 

3. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, in 
an official note, again raised the question 
of the status of Babrein. He was informed 
in reply, on instructions from you, Sir, that 
the Persian Government were well aware 
that His Majesty's Government do not 
recognise any Persian claim to Bahrein, an 
Atab sheikhdom in special treaty relations 
with His Majesty's Government, who are 
responsible for its foreign relations. Tn 
areply dated 26th August the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs reiterated the Persian 
claims and stated that any agreements 
concluded with the Sheikh of Balirein were 
regarded by Persia ns invalid, Neverthe 
less, when on the interpellation by M. 
Abbas Eskandari the Majlis discussed 
Bahrein at length, the Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs in his reply made no mention of any 
recent protest to this embassy, and was not, 
therefore, faced with the necessity for 
admitting that this protest had been 
rejected. 

4. The dispute over the water of the 
Helmand appears to have quietened down 
for the moment. ‘The Foreign Affairs Com: 
mission of the Majlis debated the subject 
and approved the continuance of bilateral 
negotiations with the Afghan Government 
Military forves on both sides of the fron: 
tier in the Seistan area have, however, been 
strengthened and difficulties have been 
experienced in the implementation of an 
Agreement between the Anglo-Tranian Oil 
Company and the Afghan Government for 
the delivery of petroleum products to 
Afghaniatai, possibly as a Pertian reprisal 
or in preparation of a bargaining counter 
to use in connexion with the Helmand 
‘water question. 

5. The United States Senate has now 
finally approved the credits to Persia for 
the purchase of arms and their transport 


to a Persian port, but no arms have yet 
begun to arrive. 

6. Towards the end of the month the 
Yugoslay Minister issned a statement say- 
ing that he could not submit to the 
“ terror” now reigning in Yugoslavia, and 
left Tehran for the Soviet Union with 
several of his stall, M. Mirosevic, whose 
appointment as first. secretary was notified 
shortly before the Minister's departure, has 
assumed charge of the Jegation and issued 
& statement. saying that the Minister’ 
attitude is not shared by the whole legation 
staff and is not approved of by the Yugo- 
slay people. 


‘The Shah's Visit to Europe 

7. The Shah left the United Kingdom 
at the beginning of the month and con- 
tinued his tour through France, Switzer- 
land and Italy, No particular political 
significance seems to attach to these visits, 
though the Persian press featured His 
Majesty's statement in Berne that he fully 
understood the profound necessity for 
Swiss neutrality, The tour, which ended 
with the Shah's return to Tehran on 27th 
August, was prolonged ten days over the 
period originally planned, and the Persian 
press reporting declined noticeably in space 
and enthusiasm towards the end. In spite 
of Hix Majesty's request that the formali= 
ties attending his return should be reduced 
toa minimum, many trinmphal arches were 
erected and Ministers, Deputies and heads 
of foreign missions attended at the aero- 
drome to greet His Majesty on his return, 
which was marked by a display of con- 
siderable popular enthusiasm, 


Internal Affairs 

8. The Majlis reassembled on 8th 
August after a recess of a fortnight 
‘Though its activities were reduced at first 
by the numerous public holidays marking 
the end of Ramazan, there was a lively 
debate in the second half of the month on 
the proposed amnesty for _ political 
prisoners from Azerbaijan and Zenjan. 
‘The draft decree had caused alarm to 
officials and the military authorities in the 
northern provinces, and the Prime 
Minister, to avoid awkward amendments, 
hurriedly withdrew it and substituted 
another. This was duly passed in the face 
of violent opposition from Left-wing 
Deputies, who created a disorderly scene 
in the Chamber. In anticipation of this 
measure a number of people previously 
depated to the south have already begun to 
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return to Azerbaijan, while others who had 
remained in Azerbaijan in hiding haye now 
begun to show themselves again. On 20th 
August the Majlis began to debate the 
interpellations tabled by MM. Abbas 
Eskandari and Ardalan on the subject of 
Bahrein, the A.1.0.C, concession, the state 
of prisons and the new foreign’ exchange 
regulations. This debate ended in a vote 
‘of confidence for the Prime Minister hy 93 
votes out of 101, the division being taken 
without particular reference to the subjects 
of the interpellation. Opposition to M. 
Hajir in the press has increased during 
the month, and he temporarily suppressed 
four newspapers which, however, at once 
reappeared under new names 

9. Negotiations have been opened be: 
tween the Ministry of Finance and the 
AL.O.C. on the “Iranianisation” article 
of the concession, ‘There has been consider- 
able clamour in the Majlis and press in 
favour of « revision of the concession, and 
the Chamber has authorised the Got 
ment to. engage three expert: 
“neutral ” countries—to assist the 
try of Finance in negotiating with the oil 
compan f 

10, The Government's new foreign ox- 
change regulations (paragraph 7 of my 
despatch under reference) have now been 
in operation for some weeks. ‘They have 
reoulted in the establishment of different 
effective rates of exchange for various types 
‘of goods, and in the stabilisation of the 
free market (at present at the rate of 230 
rials to the £) by sales of Government 
exchange. The new regulations do not, yet 
cover all classes of merchandise, and a new 
decree is already in draft which will 
deal with industrial and agricultural 
machinery. 


The Provinces 

11, Except in Azerbaijan and the rice- 
growing Caspian provinces, where pros- 
pects are extremely good, the harvest is 
likely to be below expectation, Canditions 
are especially bad in Khuzistan, where 
there has been a general rise in the prices 
of food-stuffs, Grain from last year’s 
harvest is now ranning low elsewhere and 
there have been shortages (resulting from 
bad distribution, smuggling and the with- 
holding: of stocks) at Ardebil, Kazvin, 
Bujnurd, Semnan and other places. 
Demonstrations occurred at the first. two 
places and led to the temporary imposition 
of martial law at Kazvin and to an emer- 
geney decree authorising the Government 

o 





to control, and where necessary to forbid, 
the transport of grain from one locality to 
another. 

12, Tn Isfahan there has been a certain 
efforvescence in the relations between 
workers and mill-owners and between rival 
trade unions. "The employers are appre- 
hensive that Khaivan, the héad of the inde- 
Betident union is exusing disvenxion stiong 
their employees; while Sadri, the Isfahan 
Touder of E'S.KL, has delivered an attack 
onthe ‘employers Conditions appear 
favourable for agitation by Tudeh, whose 
seventeen Yoaders arrested in April have 
now been released. ‘They will not be re- 
employed in the mills, but this would not 
seom to reduce their potential capacity for 
mischief. ‘The Governor-General has 
warned the mill-owners to look out for a 
revival of Tudeh activity. Elsewhere in 
the country’ there is little sign of Tudeh 
progres 

13, The Prime Minister's promises to 
Fenton the prosperity of Azerbaijan have 
not so far impressed the Azerbaijanis, ‘The 
cost of living continues to be high, and 
action #0 far taken it limited to projects 
for the improvement of communications. 
Novertheless, Soviet propaganda continues 
to fall on stony ground and the loyalty of 
the population of Azerbaijan is not open 
to doubt 

14, Tribal conditions both in the Bakh= 
tiari and Qashgai areas remain quiet. ‘The 
Governor of the Bakhtiari is reported to 
be in Tehran complaining of army inter- 
ference with bis tribesmen, and similar 
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interference is reported from the Qashgai, 
though relations there between the trib 
and the authorities remain generally good. 
From his exile in Tehran Abul Qassem is 
reported to ‘be inciting the Bakbtiai 
leaders against the Govertior. There hi 
been no revival of trouble with the Java 
radi Kurds in the Kermanshah district 
(the special campaign against them was 
reported in paragraph 10 of my despatch 
under reference) and it is reported that of 
the 600 ritles declared by the tribesmen, 300 
have been, or will shortiy be, handed in, 

15, Considerable progress has been made 
in the improvement of roads and the 
asphalting of the streets of Shiraz by M 
Ardalan, the new: Governor-General of 
Fare who was formerly Minister of Roads 
Work on the Shiraz water supply project 
has begun, and the Government has been 
conducting enquiries into the possibilities 
of reviving the trade of the port of 
Boshire: Contracts have also been signed 
for asphalting the streets of Isfahan and 
for the Kubrang tunnel and irrigation 
scheme. 

16, Lam sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at Wash 
ington, Moscow and Bagdad, and to the 
British Middle East Office, Cairo: 
Headquarters, Iraq, through His 
Embassy, Bagdad; to the United 
High Commissioners at Karachi and New 
Delhi: and to all His Majesty's consular 
officers in. Persia. 

T have, &e. 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL, 


No. 23 


RETURN OF THE SHAH OF PERSIA TO TEHRAN 


Sir J. he Rougetel to Mr. Bevin 


(No, 298) Tehran, 
Sir, 8th September, 1948. 
With reference to Foreign Office tele- 
an, No. G17 of 2st August, 1945, 1 have 
ic honour to report that His Majesty the 
Shah returned to Tehran on Friday 27th 
‘August, Before his arrival a message of 
welcome from all ranks of the army was 
telegraphed to him by the Chief of Staff, 
and fifteen fighter aircraft of the Persian 
Air Forge escorted him from the frontier to 
Mehrabad aerodrome. There His Majesty 
was greeted with a salute of twenty-one 
guns and was received hy the Imperial 
Family, the Prime Minister, the Diplomatic 
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Corps and a large gathering which re- 


resented all sections of the population of 
lt his speech of welcome, the 
Prime Minister said that the Government 
had, with the support of the Majlis, done 
their best to contribute to the country’s 
welfare in spite of the activities of ill- 
disposed persons. The Shab, in repiy, re- 
minded the Prime Minister that he would 
never haye left Persia if he had not 
believed that his journey was in the 
interests of the country. He had leartied 
that Persia was known and respected by 
other nations and was ised as having 
a place among the free peoples of the world. 


It.was not, enough, though, to, be content 
with that. The two essential points were 
that Parliament, by passing the necessary 
laws, should ensure the welfare of the popu- 
lation and that. the people themselves 
should have a sense of patriotic duty. He 
assured the Government of his satisfaction 
with the progress made in. his absence, 
and looked forward to discussing at greater 
length on another occasion the many 
problems affecting the present situation 
and condition of Persia, 

2 The President of the Majlis welcomed 
His Majesty in.a short speech, the Turkish 
‘Ambassador spoke on behalf of the Diplo- 
matic Corps and further speeches. were 
made by two of the Majlis Deputies. M. Ali 
Mansur spoke on behalf of former 
Ministers, Dr. Sinssi on behalf of the Uni- 
versity, M. Abbas Khahili on bebalf of the 
press and the Mayor of Tehran on bebalf 
of the remainder of those present, His 
Majesty then drove from the aerodrome to 
his summer palace at Saadabad, escorted 
by motor-bicyclists of the potion and 
followed by « long procession of cars, In 
spite of the Shah's own request that his 
return should not be the subject of expen 
sive demonstrations, over twenty triumphal 

them most elaborate, 

Duilt over the route, which was lined by 
enthusiastic crowds, Animals were sacri 
ficed, flowers thrown under the car and 
teams of athletes performed in honour of, 
their sovereign, At Saadabad the Shah 
reocived the religious leaders of the 
country 

3, Public rejoicing continued that. even 
ing and for the next two days. Buildings 
wore everywhere floodlit and decorated 
with flags, and there was a firework dis- 
play in the main square. On 28th August 
the Queen Mother gave a reception and on 
the following evening the Shah was the 
guest of the Prime Minister at'a reception 
at the Sahabgharanieh Palace 

4. On the morning of 30th August His 
Majesty received in audience representa- 
tives of the industrial and labouring 
classes of Tehran: and of the Armenian 
and Jewish communities. ‘They were intro- 
dnced by the Mayor, M. Doulatabadi, and 
requested that the Shah should give orders 
for the election of a Municipal Council for 
Tehran and for the formation of ‘a com- 
mittee through which’ the people could 
directly approach their sovereign with 
complaints inst’ the Government. 
Apparently the Shah made no reply to this 
request 
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5. On Tuesday, Sist, August, His 
Majesty received the Majlis deputies in 
audience at Saadabad. After thanking 
them for the work they had done in his 
absence, His Majesty explained in genera) 
terms that he was impressed by the 
patriotic spirit of the countries which he 
had yisited and also not only by their 
determination to repair the ravages of war, 
but, by. the extent of the reconstruction 
which hud already been achieved. ‘The 
Shah then went on to deal separately and 
in turn with each of the four countries 
he had visited, In England he was struck 
by the orderliness of the people and the 
speed with which they got things done. In 
particular he was impressed by our 
parliamentary procedure. During the visit 
‘of some forty minutes which he paid to the 
House of Commons, he heard no less than 
thirty-six questions asked and answered 
overnment and Opposition were not 
divided on essential principles but, worked 
together for. the common, good, He added 
that public business was transacted when 
only about 100 Members of Parliament 
were present out of a possible 600 or s0, 
and he fayourably compared this with the 
state of affairs in the Persian Majlis where 
the quorum rules 0. frequently prevented 
any business being done. In France the 
Shah was also. impressed by the way in 
which the Deputies worked together for the 
country’s good, and by the skill. with which 
Parliawentary. business was handled in 
spito of the mmltitude of political parties 
He emphasised that although France had 
suffered so much daring the war, sho was 
now able to play an important part in 
Europe, and raid that he was innpressed 
by tho energy with which deficiencies in the 
armed forces were heing made good. ‘The 
Shah compared Switzerland with Great 
Britain for the remarkable smoothness and 
good order with which the life of the 
country was conducted. In spite of the 
paucity of her natural resources Switzer- 
land was ‘one of the ‘richest countries for 
her size in the world and had very highly 
developed social services and an impressive 
army, the size of ‘which showed that the 
Swiss. were prepared to defend their 
liberty. In Italy the energy of the people 
and the work they lind done to repair war- 
time destruction had) won the Shah's 
admiration, and he was impressed by the 
way in which the Government's orders 
were carried out throughout the country. 
6. In conclusion, His Majesty emphn 
sised that Persia must learn to benefit from 
or? 





the experiences of the countries which he 
had visited and to draw inspiration from 
the progress which they had made. Persia's 
contribution to victory in the war was 
well-known and appreciated, and all the 
vernments with whom the Shalt had been 
in contact were anxious for the best 
possible economic and political relations 
with her. It was therefore up to this 
country to increase production and thus 
her holdings of foreign exchange. The 
Shah did not believe that another war was 
imminent or that it would become so unless 
an unforeseen and unaccountable factor 
aroee, 

7. In reply to a question, His Majesty 
said that a foreign loan was no danger to 
a country confident of her own independ- 
ence, He added that social progress in 
Persia must be in an orderly fashion and 
from above. Each country had to find a 
balance in her internal arganisation with- 
‘ont which there would be a constant danger 
of rovolation, and the first conditions 
necessary for this balance were that the 
Jw should be just and that it should be 
properly enforced. It was the duty of the 
ruling class to ensure this. Tf they did not 
do so they would be the first victims of 
thelr own negligence. ‘The world was 
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moving fast and Persia was not isolated 
from the world but was one of the links 
in a wide chain of nations. 

8. Both the Shah’s return and his speech 
to the Deputies received, on the whole, 
favourable notice in the Persian press 

cept for those of the extreme Left, the 
newspapers were united in welcoming His 
Majesty's return and many special editions 
were produced for the occasion, but those 
opposed to the Government were inclined 
to criticise the Prime Minister for the way 
in which the Shah’s reception was organ- 
ised. In particular, the triumphal arches 
were said to have heen erected contrary to 
the Shah's expressed wish and paid for by 
contributions forcibly exacted from the 
people. Only the Tudeh papers and those 

ed with Sayed Zia ignored the 
Shah’s speech to the deputies. It was 
printed in full by the more responsible 
papers and was the subject of a number of 
ding articles 

9. Tam sending copies of this despatch 

His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow and Baghdad, and to 
the British Middle Bast Office, Cairo 


JH. LE ROUGETEL. 


No. 4 


PERSIAN BUDGET: DEBATE IN THE MAJLIS 


SirJ. Le Rongetel to Mr, Bevin, 


(No, 305), Tehran, 
Sir, 19th September, 1948. 
ith reference to paragraph 5 of my 
despatch No, 275 of 13th August, I have 
the honour to inform you that the debate 
on the budget, which opened on 26th 
August, still continues in the Majlis. In 
the effort to produce « Bill simple enough 
to receive the approval of the Majlis wit 
out undue delay, the Government have laid 
themselves open to the charge of failing to 
provide the Deputies with adequate in- 
formation and have now to face the long 
and largely irrelevant debate which their 
proposals were designed to avoid. The 
Government has been op; by M. 
Haerizadeh, Deputy for Sabzavar, and 
M. Tagizadeh, Deputy for Tabriz and for- 
mer Persian Ambassador in London, The 
latter, in a well-reasoned speech, effectively 
exposed the faults of the present Budget 
Bill,-but it. seems unlikely that his 


(Received 2st September) 


criticisms will do more than prolong the 
debate. The Government's supporters 
have, in general, admitted the imperfec 
tions of the Bill, but have urged that an 
indifferent budget is better than none at all. 
A large number of Deputis 

nounced their intention to 9 

subject, and as the debate has already been 
interrupted by the discussion of a Bill to 
organise the pilgrim traffic to Mecea, it is 
almost certain that another provisional 
twelfth will have to be voted before the 
whole budget becomes law. After the bud- 
get debate is over, the Prime Minister will 
answer M. Azad’s interpellation of the 
Government on their suppression of cer- 
tain newspapers and alleged breaches of 


the Constitution. 

2. On 26th August the debate was opened 
by M. Mokaram (Daragaz), who spoke in 
favour of the Bill and said that the prac- 
tice of financing the country by a series of 


provisional twelfths was retarding 
economic progress. He criticised certain 
items of the Bill and, when the debate was 
continued on 3ist August, he concluded 
with an exposé of the needs of his native 
province, Khorassan, where public health 
and education had been neglected, and 
where the decree prohibiting the cultiva- 
tion of the opium poppy bad. brought 
hardship. To counter this, he suggested 
that the sugar-beet industry should be 
increased 

3. M. Haerizadeh (Sabzavar) made a 
long, rambling and bitter speech, in which 
he attacked the Government both  col- 
lectively. and individually, and repeated 
again and again that the Shah was sur- 
rounded by corrupt flatterers who were 
encouraging him to rule rather than to 
reign, and that the army was too large, too 
expensive and too fond of interfering in 
politics. He deplored that the provincial 
and departmental councils had, in practice, 
ceased to exist, and advocated suffrage for 
women as well as men. ‘The Soviet Govern- 
ment had abandoned all her concessions in 
1921, and His Majesty's Government 
should now annul the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company's concession, called "the 
bridge of victory "” wax poor compensatic 
to Persia for all she had done for the 
Allies ini the war, and in this connexion he 
attacked the Government for their weak: 
ness over the railway claim. The Foreign 
Minister was accused of passivity over 
Bahrein and the Shatt-el-Arab, and the 
speaker concluded with an attack on the 
Prime Minister, whom he held personally 
responsible for the difficulties and internal 
dissensions of the two previous Cabinets. 
He blamed M. Hajir for having organised 
the Shah's reception in such a way as to 
estrange the sovereign and his people, and 
for having failed to invite representatives 
of the press to his reception in honour of 
the Shah’s return 


4 This speech, which had continued into 
the session of 2nd September, was 
quently interrupted, and when M, Haeri- 


zadeh was unable any longer to make him- 
self heard the President was obliged to 
suspend the session for a few minutes. On 
its resnmption, M. Sadeghi (Tehran) 
reminded the Majlis that no budget had 
been approved in Persia for the last five 
years. The present Bill was not perfect, 
but it was the duty of the Majlis to approve 
it. He was followed by Engineer 

Hedayat (Tehran) who answered M. 
Haerizadeh’s attack on the army and paid 


89 


a tribute to the work of the Imperial 
Organisation for Social Service. 

5. On Sth September, M. Taqizadeh 
(Yabiriz) condemned both’ the substance of 
the Budget Bill and the form in which it 
had been presented to the Majlis. The 
Deputies, he suid, were being asked to 
approve a number of round figures without 
any. explanation of how they had been 
arrived at. He asked for details of the 
£2 million sterling from the railway 
settlement which was said to be for the 
purchase of cartridges. He did not 
believe that any sound principle underlay 
the proposals, but that. they bad been 
devised solely to benefit the greedy ruling 
class. In spite of the poverty of the people, 
the Administration for the last twenty-five 
years had spent the national budget almost 
entirely on themselves, Huge buildings, 
like those of Chicago and Paris, had been 
built in Tehran and were still being built, 
and probably dance-halls were next on the 
list, The Civil Service had been allowed 
to swell fo unmanageable proportions, with 
the result that Government employees en- 

xd_in_ polities, edited newspapers and 

y disputed with each ather, yet. the 

Jyget allowed for the engagement of 
jovernment. employees. 

6, M. Tagizadeh criticised the 8 million 
tomans allotted to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, which represented one-hundredth 

e budget, and he objected to the 
foreign exchange. Missions 
abroad were too large. He asked what use 
were the legations in such places ax Brazil, 
Poland and Yugoslavia, and said that 
would prefer to see the money that they 
cost used to build hospitals in Luristan or 
Kerman, or to provide a water eystem for 
Bandar Abbas. Instead of appointing 
political, commercial, cultural and fina 
Gia} attachés in large numbers to countri 
in Europe and South America, the Govern. 
ment should follow the example of the 
Danish Government, who had recently 
abolished the posts of military attaché in 
certain of her missions abroad. Yet Den- 
mark, compared with Persia, was a rich 
country. 

7. Tn conclusion, the speaker briefly out- 
lined the points which he considered should 
to eoverod by the budge 81 wore to bane 
fit the people as a whole, These were 
agriculture and irrigation, industry, com- 
munications, the control of profits, public 
health and education (including compul- 
sory education in hygiene), housing and 
what perhaps can he best described as 
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moral rearmament, He praised the Shah 
for the sincere interest’ which His 
Majesty showed in serious reform, briefly 
lamented the delays in the judicial system 
and the unhappy plight of many prisoners 
and, in conclusion, in marked contrast to 
M. Haerizadeh, said that he had nothing 
personally against the members of the 
present Government but had spoken out of 
‘a sense of duty to the nation. 

8. On 7th September, after the inter- 
pellation of M. Azad had been read, Dr. 
Shafagh (Tehran) spoke in favour of the 
Bill. He realised» the necessity for 
economies, particularly in the Civil Serviee, 
tut they” must be effected. slowly. A 
detailed plan was needed to restore the in- 
dustrial position of the country, which had 
declined since 1941, and he hoped that the 
Bill for the Seven-Year Plan would be 
Approved as soon as possible, He did not 
doubt the good faith of Hix Majesty's 
Government over the A.1.0.C. coneession, 
and welcomed the talks which were in pro- 
gress between representatives of the Per: 
rian Government and of the A.LOC, A 
nation which had given India her freedom 
was not likely to have sinister designs on 
Persia. He asked the Majlis to approve 
the budget proposals 

9. AC the conclusion of Dr, Shafagh's 
speech the President ruled that debate on 
the Bill in general was closed, and that it 
would now he debated article by article. 
Engineer Razavi (Kerman) said that the 
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country's finances had been in disorder 
since the time of Dr. Millspangh, criticised 
the gendarmerie and the postal service, and 
asked why the revenues from A.1.0.C. 

Ities were not shown in the budget. 
M. Batmanghelich (Ardebill) offered to put 
400 tractors at the disposal of the Ministry 
of Agricalture. 

10. Most of the sessions of th and 11th 
September were taken up with the discus- 
sion of « Bill to organise pilgrimages to 
Mecea, which was accorded a vote of double 
urges However, it was eventually 
dropped without a vote being taken, and 
the debate on the budget was resumed. Dr. 
‘Taba’ (Nain) said that the budget must 
first be approved, in spite of its failings, 
because without it the Government were 
prevented from carrying out further re- 
forms. He praised the work of the for- 
mer Minister of Finance, M. Najm, and 
emphasised the need for a thorough purge 
of the Civil Service. He went on to speak 
‘at some length on the inadequacy of the 
medical services in Persia, outlined. a 
scheme for State scholarships for sending 
medical students to study abroad. Above 
all, more doctors were needed in the 
provinces. ‘The debate continues. 

11. Lam sending copies of this despatch 
to Hix Majesty's Ambassador at Washing- 
ton and to the British Middle East Office, 
Cairo. 


No. 25 


CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE PERSIAN MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


International Situation 


Mr, Bevin fo Sir J. Le Rougetel (Tehran) 


(No, 292) Foreign Office, 
Sir, at October, 1948. 
‘Tho Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs called on me this morning in Pari 
After an exchange of compliments he said 
that T would be ‘aware of the general 
position of Persia. She had hiad a very 
difficult time since the. war and, although 
things were better than at the time of the 
last’ exchange of notes with the Soviet 
Government, the position was still a diff- 
cult one and world events had their reper- 
cussions on the internal situation, He 


agreed with me, however, that the Soviet 
Union was likely to leave Persia more or 
less itlote for the time being. He told me 
that in a frank talk with the Soviet 
Ambassador he had explained that no Per 
sian had any designs against the Soviet 
Union and that they all’ wanted good 
relations with Russia. But the Russians 
were: suspicious and interpreted quite 
wrongly the presence of United States 
military instructors in Persia and the 
Persian application to the United States 
for arms. : 


2 1 reminded the Persian Foreign 
Minister of Generalissimo Stalin's remark 
to me in Moscow that the Petsians might 
attack Baku and my retort that it seemed 
‘a pure flight of imagination to suppose that 
the Persian army would attack the Red 
army, ‘The Persian Foreign Minister said 
that he had explained to the Soviet Ambus- 
sador that in a country where communica- 
tions were so difficult and distances so great 
an army was necessary for the maintenaxice 
of internal order. An army needed arms, 
and more particularly the Persian army, 
which had Jost most of its arms as a result 
‘of the Allied entry into Persia, But itwas 
simply ridiculous to describe all this: as a 

jet security. I said that 
this;of course, was only an excuse. 

3. The Persian Foreign Minister then 
raised with me what he described as the 
essential question. He did not think any 
country, including the Soviet Union, 
wanted war, but in the present situation 
war might como of itself, since any incident 
might lead to War. He asked me my views 
on this, 

4.1 said I very much doubted now 
whether an incident would tead to war. 
The sitnation had been dangerous a few 
weeks ago, but the Western world was now 
organising itself and 1 thought the 
Rossians would take care to avoid any 
incidents, Some time ago, when the Gatow 
ir crash bad been followed by disorders 
in Berlin and by Soviet attacks on the City 
Council, T had feared that this was all part 
of deliberate Soviet provocation, But we 
had kept our heads and, now that the 
Berlin question was before the United 
Nations. 1 doubted whether the Russians 
would let incidents occur, and, if they did 
oceur, I thought they would want to pre- 
vent them developing: into a dangerous 
situation, While clearly we might be 
faced again with grave danger, I was now 
turning: orer in my mind whether. the 
Russians, in accordance with the Marxist- 
Leninist theory, might not now intend to 
carry ont a calmer policy and so lull the 
world into a sense of false security. That, 
in my view, was the real danger facing us 
for the next ten years, Without being in 
any way aggressive towards the Soviet 
Union we must all safeguard our security 
by creating and maintaining the right 
degree of organisation capable of resisting 
Soviet aggression if it occurred. ‘Thus 
world peace could be built up to last for a 
Jong time. I did not think that the Soviet 
Union wonld take on the rest of the world 


by herself, and she was by:no means sure 
of her satellites. ‘There were, of course, 
great danger spots in the Far Rast, Ger- 
many and Austria, and elsewhere, but we 
might still reach a settlement of these 
problems within the next twelve months 
A. great deal depended, however, on 
whether the Russians succeeded in dividing 
the rest of the world. Provided the free 
nations maintained their solidarity and 
helped each other, thei 1 had no fears 1 
quoted as an example of such solidarity 
the question of the Italia Colonies: We 
made no secret of the fact that we wanted 
trusteeship for Cyrenaica, which was 
important not only to us but to all the 
countries in the Middle “East and:in the 
area of the Indian Ooean, including Persia, 
for the maintenance of communications and 
world peace. There were other similar 
issues in regard fo which we could help one 
another. Summing up, Taaid that T had 
considered the world aituation to be worve 
fouror five weeks ago than to-day, ‘Th 
Russians had originally been. working on 
the assumption that they could ouxt us from 
Berlin in four weeks, but our airlift 
now providing almost as much for Berlin 
as the trains had done. We bad broken the 
blockade. ‘The present method was costly 
and we should prefer to return to more 
normal methods, but we could continue and 
develop the airlift. 1 thought ‘the Polit 
buro must now be reflecting that further 
expansion was not quite so easy as they 
had thought 

5.1 then drow the Persian Foreign 
Minister's attention to the importance of 
social development and of offecting every 
possible improvement in the standard 

ing of the common people. ‘The greatest 
Soviet propaganda weapon lay in bad social 
conditions; and: the best defence against 
communism lay in constant industrial and 
agricultural development to raise the 
standard of life. 1 considered a great pro: 
portion of the income of every country 
ought to be devoted to such a purpose. In 
thow days of wireless and easy communi 
cations people could easily be stirred up by 
bad conditions and propaganda to a revolu 
tionary frame of mind, Therefore all those 
countries which had similar conceptions of 
human liberties should concentrate on 
greater social development. In Great 
Britain communism was almost non- 
existent because steps had been taken by 
the Government for the well-being of the 
people, who, as a result, did not feel that the 
Communists could do anything more for 





them than was being done. Therefore 
communism had little appeal for them. 

6. The Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs fully agreed with me and said that 
the Persian Government had every inten- 
tion of developing und improving social 
standards in Persia, which were far from 
satisfactory. ‘There could be no comparison 
in this respect between Britain and Persia, 
However, there was some excuse for the 
Persian Government. They had had great 
difficulties for many years past and more 
especially during the war period. Nor had 
their difficulties ended with the war. 
‘Thore had been the Azerbaijan crisis and 
tension with the Soviet Union continued. 
One comforting factor was that the Per- 

ian people as a whole bad no confidence 
in Russia and werv suspicious and sceptical 
of Soviet promises. Their eyes had been 
completely opened by the Azerbaijan crisis, 
‘Tho Persian Government realised that 
Britain had her own economic difficulties 
and they were therfore placing their main 
hopes in American material assistance for 

nproving the standard of living and 
cloping their industry and agriculture, 
ut they would be very grateful for such 
help my-Great Britain could give them. He 
only asked for our agreement in principle 
to do this and had no concrete proposala 
to make, T said they could, of course, rely 
on us in this respect in so far as we could 
help. 

7. The Persian Foreign Minister then 
mentioned to me in this context that he had 
spoken recently to the representatives in 
Tehran of the Angloranian Company. 
He had explained to them that he wanted 
the company to be popular in the country 
so that every Persian felt that the company 
was creating better conditions for the Per- 
sian people, He had been happy to note 
& real spirit of comprehension in. the 
response of the representatives of the com- 
pany. I said that T had also spoken to 
the company and asked them to do all they 
could within reason to make the Persian 
people regard the presence of the company 
in Persia as a benefit to the State and to 
T asked the Persian Minister 

Affairs how the company’s 
mes were going. He said that 


the people 
for Forei 


housing 
he thought things were going ahead well, 


8 The Persian Foreign Minister then 
asked for my views on the possibili 
the desirability of a regional pact in the 
Middle East.” The Treaty of Saadabad 
was only one of consultation and concilia- 
tion. Did I think it should be enlarged 
and strengthened! I replied that I thought 
it better to wait until the United States 
elections were over. We could not do very 
much without United States financial and 
material assistance. Therefore, while 
studying the question now, we should delay 

ion until after the elections. ‘The 
Persian Foreign Minister did not dissent 
from this. He remarked that he did not 
think that the Soviet Union would take any 
action now in regard to either Persia or 
‘Turkey since the Russians realised that any 
increase in the Soviet threat to either 
oe might mean war. 

9, The Persian Foreign Minister then 
said he would like my help over a relatively 
small question, ‘The Persian Government 
had made certain purchases in Germany 
during the war, but the Anglo-American 
authorities in Germany were now asking 
them to pay again for these goods. This 
had surprised the Persian Government. 
‘There had already been conversations on 

in London and Tehran. He 

to trouble me with the details, 
but he hoped I would ask the Foreign Office 
to show a more sympathetic attitude to: 
wards the Persian point of view, I said 
that I knew nothing about this question 
but: would look into it. 

10, Finally, the Persian Foreign 
Minister told me. that, while Persia had 
preferred not to put forward her candida: 
ture for a seat on the Security Council, she 
was a candidate for the Economic and 
Social Council and for The Hague Court. 
He hoped that Persia could count on the 
support of the United Kingdom Delega- 
tion. I said that I was not myself very 
familiar with these United Nations ques- 
tions, which were being dealt with by the 
Minister of State. I would, however, 
speak to Mr. MoNeil and ask him to get in 
touch with the Persian Foreign Minister 
to discuss the matter further. 

Tam, &. 
ERNEST BEVIN, 
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No. 26 


POLITICAL SITUATION IN PERSIA 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin. (Received 4th October) 


(No. 319) 
Sir Tehran, 2th September, 18, 

I have the honour to submit the follow- 
ing brief review of the Persian political 
situation as it is seen in the capital to-day, 
As presented in this despatch, it may seem 
to have an actuality which in fact it 
scarcely possesses; in spite of the Western 
political jargon constantly on the lips of 
the more modernised section of the popula- 
tion, Persian polities remain profoundly 
affected by undercurrents of personal pre- 
judice and intrigue difficult for the Western 
‘observer to discern; much less to fathom, 

2. With the possible exceptions of the 
Prime Minister and the Minister for Wa 
the Cabinet can in no way be distinguished 
from its predecessor in efficiency or in 
determination. The reshufile (reported in 
my despatch No. 320) is unlikely to have 
any effect beyond slightly reinforcing the 
Government's position in the Majlis. 
‘Thwarted as he has been at every turn by 
the Majlis, the Prime Minister has had 
little opportunity of doing anything posi- 
tive; he does not seem to be « strong man, 
ut he hax displayed considerable resource 
in resisting the constant attacks to which 
he has been subjected. 

3. At present the Majlis contains four 
recognised “fractions,” namel 

(a) The Democrat Party, supporting 

Quvam-us-Saltaneh and consisting 
of thirty-five deputies. 
(0) Ettehad-e-Melli (Nai 
consisting of twenty-five deputies, 
‘of whom the most active are. the 
brothers Mas'udi, owners of the im- 
portant newspaper Ettelaat, Matin 
Daftari also belongs to this group. 

(e) Ettefagh (Accord), consisting of 
thirteen deputies led by Malek 
Madani, Deputy for Malayer and 
leader of the recently formed Rasta- 
khiz (Resurrection) Party 

(a) Taraghghi_ (Progress), led by Dr. 

Ettebar, Deputy for Borujerd, and 
consisting of nine deputies. 


In addition to the established “ frac- 
tions comprising eighty-two deputies, 
there are two groups not yet officially 
accepted as “ fractions,” namely, the dis- 
sident element of Qavam’s Democrat Party 


led by Sardar Falher Hikmat, President 
of the Majlis, with fifteen deputies, and the 
Melli (National) group with fourteen 
deputies, of whom the principal is Tagi- 
zadeh. ‘The Independents, amounting to 
another twenty deputies or $0, contain some 
Soviet supporters and also some followers 
of Sayyed Zia-ud-din. With the possible 
exception of the Democrat Party, none of 
these “fractions” has any. stability, 
Members are constantly passing from one 
1 the other, and if the new fractions men- 
tioned above are formed it is probable that 
they will derive some of their members from 
fractions, It will be observed 
‘rime Minister has no“ fraction,” 
Sardar Fakher Hikmat's group, which will 
probably be raised to the status of frac- 
tion,” is fairly solid behind the Govern 
ment, which also has some support in the 
other fractions. 

4. The position of the Government and 
tho exectition of its programme are likely 
to be affected more by the eventual result 
of the indictment brought against Qavam 
than by any other single consideration 
In spite of the apparent preoccupation of 
the Majlis with the budget and other 
‘matters of State importance, it is the politi- 
cal future of Quyam with which it is pri 
cipally concerned. — Qayam’s “ fraction 
is intent upon obstructing any positive 
action by the Government while the fate 
of their leader hangs in the balance: simi- 
larly, a group led by the brothers Mas'udi 
and with followers in the other fractions is 
determined to discredit Qayam and to that 

* Vwlieved to be formulating new and 
serious charges against him, 

Just as the Prime Minister has no 

recognisable following in the , 

so he has no press Indeed, the vast 

jority of papers violently oppose him 

enly accuse him on the one hand of 

incompetence and on the 

other of planning a dictatorship. Qavam's 

y contrast includes several well-run 

and apparently well-subsidised papers. 

‘The Prime Minister's position is, however, 

much strengthened by the fact that he is 

known to enjoy the Shah's moral support. 

The Shah is known to have had four long 

interviews with Qavam-us-Saltaneh. since 

his return from Europe, but, generally 








speaking, His Majesty seems to be holding 
aloof from politics. Indeed, it is now 
rumoured that he will not take an active 
part again until be has set his own family 
affairs in order, The reported fall from 
favour of two deputies generally believed 
to be intimately associated with the Royal 
Family lends colour to this theory. 

6. Of the other potential influences, 
the Tudeb Party, while it claims to have 
extended its influence, is in fact held in 
leash by police vigilance and its supporters 
are confined to the small though important 
industrial section of the population. 
Sayyed Zia has forfeited much of his popa- 
larity by his open opposition to the Court 
and his growing reputation for intransi- 
gence and fanaticsm, The possibility of 
his reappearance as a political figure of 
importance cannot, however, be entirely 
excluded. 


7 The only conclusion which it seems 
legitimate to draw at present is that the 
Goverument is unlikely to achieve anything 
positive until the question of Qavam’s 
political future has been settled. It is not 
yet possible to foretell what the outcome 
will be, Against his superior political 
prestige and ability, his experience, his 
personality and his important following in 
the Majlis must be set the opposition. of 
another considerable group of deputies, 
whose number is uncertain, and the rooted 
antagonism of the Shah. 


[Tam sending copies of this despatch to 
is Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing- 
ton and Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo, 
T have, &. 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL. 


No. 27 


PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
MONTHLY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1943 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin, 


(No. 331) 
Sir, Tehran, Sth October, 1948 
With reference to my despatch No, 24 
of 6th September I have the honour to sub- 
mit the following report on events in Persia 
during the month of September. ‘There 
havo been no developments in. Persian 
relations with the Soviet Union; the 
pilgrim tealfic 19 Mocea has been resumed 
after a lapse of several years. M. Hazhir 
has re-formed his Cabinet, but the budget 
has not yet been approved and the prestige 
of the Government is declining, A decree 
forbidding civil servants to ditect news 
papers or take part in journalism has 
created considerable excitement, A 
iamentary Judicial Commission has 
quitted the former Prime Minister, Qhavam 
-us-Saltanch, of the charges | brought 
against him, 


Foreign Affairs 

2 The Soviet Anibassador is still on 
leave, and there has been remarkably little 
Soviet activity either in Tehran or the pro- 
vinces, where the Soviet consulates are for 


(Reesived th October) 


the most part thinly staffed, 
of closing down, the V.O.KS, cultural 
centres continues, and women and children 
of Soviet nationality have left Khorassan 


The policy 


and the Caspian provinces. Reports have 
been received of the evacuation of civilians 
from certain villages in the neighbourhood 
of Soviet Astara 
8. At the end of the month w number of 
pilgrims, variously estimated at between 
8,000 and 15,000, left Tehran for Mecca by 
road and air. Although the discussion of 
ide for a special organisation 
the Majlis, the Red Lion and Sun Society 
have arranged for ambulances to. accom 
yy the pilgrims. A former Prime 
ister, M. Sadr ul Ashraf, has been 
pointed by the Shah chairman of a com- 
mittee to supervise the pilgrims’ welfare, 
and it is reported that the counsellor of the 
Persian Embassy in Cairo, who has gone 
to Jedda, will shortly be appointed Mini 
ter there. The Shab has presented a sword 
and a Koran to King Tbn Sand, and the 
religions leader, Ayatollah Behbehani, has 





been invited to be the guest of the Sandi 
Arabian Government while he is in Mecca. 

4. The Persian delegation to the third 
session of the United Nations General 
Assembily, which is at present sitting in 
Paris, was headed by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and’ included M. Ad 
Minister without portfolio. On 25th Sep- 
tember M. Isfandiari spoke in general 
terms, reminding the Assembly of the fate 
of the Leagué of Nations, and assuring 
them of Persia's adherence to the letter 
and the spirit of the United Nations 
Organisation. 


Internal Affairs 

5. During the month the Majlis has been 
alnidst solely occupied with the debate on the 
budget, which has still not been approved 
in spite of the Prime Minister's efforts to 
obtain the co-operation of the Deputies 
The Budget Bill has been condemned by 
M. Tagizadeh and others, and many Depu- 
ties, speaking ostensibly on the side of the 
Government, have not only criticised 
details of the budget, but have taken the 
oppottonity to review at great length the 
whole position of the country, The right 
to speak and to conduct business after their 
own leisurely fashion is jealously guarded 
by the Deputies, Althongh they have 
agreod to hold a session every week-day 
while the budget ix still being debated, at 
none of the special sessions has there s0 far 
been a quorum, With seventy amendments 
to it already tabled, the budget does not 
rem likely to become Iaw in the near 
future. Another provisional twelfth was 
approved on 26th September. Meanwhile, 
internal reforms are hanging fire, and the 
Labour Bill and the Seven-Year Plan Bill 
are waiting their turn on the Majlis 
agenda. Work on the former by a parlia 
mentary committee has, however, been 
continuing. 

6. Discussions between the Persian 
Government and representatives af the 
Angio-Iranian Oil Company have con 
tinned during the month. On 19th Sep- 
tember the Prime Minister told the 
Deputies that the discussions had reached 
2 point at which he would welcome their 
advice. and asked them to form a committee 
to assist him, This they refused to do, 
saying that-it was the duty of the Govern- 
ment to continue the discussions with the 
help of their expert advisers, and to submit 
a report to the Majlis in due course. The 
Government have now made their detailed 


posals which “are being considered by 

the representatives of the A.1O.C 

7, Barly in the month a decree of the 
Council of Ministers was published which 
forbade Government employees, on pain of 
dismissal, to engage in business and to own 
or edit newspapers. ‘This decree, although 
apparently reasonable, in fact strikes at 
the roots of the Tehran press, Since the 
abdication of Reza Shah in 1941 a very 
large number of daily newspapers, man 
of them little more than political pamphlets 
with a stall circulation, have appeared in 
Tehran. ‘Thore is no tradition in this 
country of an impartial civil service, and 
Government employees, who are more often 
thin not aspiring politicians, play w con 
siderable part in journalisin.” "The Prine 
Minister haw been’ petitioned to repeal the 
decree, which has been condemned by all 
sections of the prose as an attack on their 
liberty. It was also the subject of an intor 
pellation of the Government made by M 
Azad on 5th September. The Prime 
Minister expressed his readiness to reply 
to this at once, but it was subsequently 
decided that he should do 40 after the 
budget debate, 

8.On 28rd September the * Prime 
Minister announced a reshuffle of the 
Cabinet and introduced three new Minis 
ters—M. Golshayan, Minister of Justice 
M. Varnstch, Minister of Finance; and 
M. Ashrafl, Minister of National Economy 
‘The Prime Minister bimself became Minis 
ter of the Interior, and Dr, Shadman, 
formerly Minister of National Economy, 
became Minister of Agriculture. ‘The for 
mer Ministers of Justice and Agriculture, 
MM. Mafi and Bushebri, had announced 
their resignation some days before, and M 
Fahimi, formerly Minister of the Interior, 
was appointed Governor-General of Azer 
baijan, ‘These changes do not appear to 
be of much significance, though it is pos: 
sible that the Prime Minister hopes, by 
unburdening himself of the portfolio of 
Finance, to speed up the budget debate. 
‘The Minister of Finance has to be present 
while amendments to the budget are being 
debated 

9. Changes have also taken place in the 
Prime Minister's office, resignation 
has been announced of the two Under- 
Secretaries, MM. Moadel and Tafazoli, and 
the functions of the Director of Propa- 
ganda, M. Faripur, have been taken over 
by the Minister of ‘Agriculture, Dr. Shad 
man. Although M. Abbas Hishmati, at 
present Governor-General of Mazandaran, 
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has been widely reported as about to become 
Under-Secretary to the Prime Minister, no 
official announcement has yet been made 
10. Between 200 and 300 tribal leaders 
from all parts of Persia attended, in the 
part of the month, a course at the 
Senior Officers’ School, at the same time 
‘us provincial divisional commanders were 
called to Tebran. A conference of di- 
visional commanders 1 held annually, and 
although last year certain tribal leaders 
from Azerbaijan attended it, this is the 
first time that a large number of tribesmen 
have been invited. Visits to the Majlis 
and to military installations were arranged 
in Tehran, and at the end of the course the 
tribesmen ‘were received by the Shah and 
swore allegiance to him and to the country. 
The press and public opinion have been 
sharply divided on the subject of this tribal 
influx, which has excited considerable com- 
mont and gave rise to a spirited debate in 
the Majlis on 23rd September between those 
who believed that nothing but trouble has 
ever come from, the tribes and those who 
vere disposed’ to commend General 
Razmara for his initiative in encouraging 


them to think of themselves as a vital part 


of Persia's armed forces. 
11. Tt was announced on 28th September 


that the Parliamentary Judicial Commis- 
sion which has boen considering the report 
of the special committee on the indictment 
of Qhavam-us-Saltanch had pronounced in 
his favour. ‘The Majlis has now to approve 
the decision of the Judicial Committee, and 
it is generally believed that they will do 0, 
The strong probability that his final 
acquittal will result in Qhavam again be- 
coming Prime Minister is the principal 
topic of conversation in political circles 


Tho Provinces 

12, Several hundred political prisoners 
and others who were deported to the south 
have already returned to Azerbaijan under 
the terms of the amnesty. Although there 
have been no disorders in the province there 
is fairly high feeling against the return of 
so many politically unreliable people, and 
M. Tagizadeh has been criticised for advo- 
cating that the amnesty should be widely 


applied. He and other Deputies from 
Azerbaijan have received protests from 
their constituents against the return not 
only of many muhajjirs who were of 
Russian origin and had no roots in Azer- 
baijan, but also of young men of no par- 
ticular trade who would swell the ranks of 
the unemploye 

18. At the end of the month the Shah 
paid a visit to Isfahan and inaugurated 
the work on the Kuhrang tunnel, The road 
to the site, about 200 kilom. from Isfahan, 
has now teen completed and work on the 
tunnel itself has heen started, The con- 
tract for this has been awarded to the 
Norwegian firm of Nortrac, and machinery 
is expected shortly. It is estimated that the 
tunnel will take about twoyears to complete 
His Majesty also inspected the weaving 
factories at Isfahan, opened a new bridge 
and returned to Tehran by way of Kashan 
and Ghom. 

14. The harvest has been good in the 
north and west, though prices are high in 
Azerbaijan and a good deal of grain bas 
been hidden for eventual sale on the black 
market. In Khuzistan, however, it has not 
been good, and in their efforts to prevent 
smuggling by prohibiting the free move- 
ment of grain between provinces, the 
Government have probably caused "some 
hardship in the south. In Ahwaz the 
Governor-General’s grain company is in 
difficulties and smuggling on a reduced 
swale continues, 

15, In Fars the migration of the tribes 
to winter pastures has started, and there 
has consequently been a slight decline in 
public security, In general the tribal areas 
are quiet 

16, Iam sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s representatives at Wash- 
ington, Moscow and Bagdad, and to the 
British Middle East Office, Cairo; to Air 
Headquarters, Iraq, through His Maj 
Embassy, Bagdad; to the United Kingdom 
High Commissioners at Karachi and New 
Delhi; and to all His Majesty's consular 
officers in Persia, 

T have, &e, 
JW. LE ROUGETEL. 
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VISIT OF SHAH TO ISFAHAN FOR INAUGURATION OF KUHRANG 
TUNNEL PROJECT 


Consul Barnett to Mr. Bevin, 


(Wo. 12) Isfahan, 
Sir, 6th October, 1948 

With references to my despatch No. 9 
of 29th May, I have the honour to report 
that the long-awaited visit of His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah to Isfahan finally took 
place at the end of last month. Its primary 
purpose was of course the inauguration of 
the Kuhrang tunnel project, and as the 
contract had been awarded about a month 
previously and the successful bidders (the 
Norwegian. firm of Nortrac-Iran) had 
moved enough plant up to the site to enable 
‘operations to be begun, the moment was 
propitious. 

2.At 830. on. the morning of 27th 
September some 100 representatives of 
Government and business, my Soviet 
colleague and myself, and a fairly large 
and very enthusiastic crowd were assembled 
at the airport to await His Majesty at 9. 
By 9:80 the official welcoming party had 
all retired to the shade of a lange empty 
hangar, watched enviously from their 
pleas in he sun by tbe ofcers of te Wh 
Division and the steel-helmeted guard of 
honour. At 10-30 His Majesty arrived in 
an old army plane; his own is said to have 
been put out of commission in Tehran on 
the previous day. He did not bother to 
inspect the guard of honour or the five army 
aircraft drawn up in line, but hurried off 
to begin his round of audiences, through 
streets embellished with 3 or 4 million 
rials’ worth of triumphal arches 

3. From 11 o'clock to 12-30 His Majesty 
received in turn the leading Government 
officials; the leading mullahs; the “ not- 
‘ables ”"; the millowners; the leaders of the 
Government-sponsored  ES.K1. trade 
union andthe Consular Corps, consisting of 
the Acting Soviet Consul and myself... The 
journalists, who evidently consider them- 

led to special consideration on 

these occasions, made a great fuss at havin, 
been left out. Deprived of an opportunity 
‘of complaining to the Shah personally of 
the lamentable state of affairs in the town, 
the Left-wing editors (one of whom had 
already, protested to His Majesty at the 
airport) let themselves go in print. They 
criticised the police, the gendarmerie, the 
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municipality, the Government departments; 
they complained of the electricity supply, 
the water shortage, conditions in the fields 
of education and health, conditions in the 
factories, the general economic situation, 
the crooked elections to the Majlis and the 
shortcomings of the Isfahan Deputies. 
‘The Governor-General, they said, was an 
honest man, but not the man to put Isfahan 
to rights; and but for the army the town 
would not even have security. During these 
few days the public left no doubt of the 
Shah's popularity, and it is clear that all 
shades of opinion except the Tudeh Party 
(which maintained complete silence 
throughout the visit) regard him as the 
only hope of an improvement in political, 
economic and social conditions. 

4. In the afternoon the Shah visited the 
barracks, inaugurated the construction of 
an additional bridge over the Zayandeh 
Rud designed to creite a by-pass for trafic 
between ‘Tehran and Shiraz, and opened 
the new Officers’ Club, housed in a reno: 
vated 16th-century palace in the centre of 
the town, The last-named function. was the 
higgest social event of the visit, and the 
fact that no foreigners were invited to it 
‘caused some comment, I have heard that 
the reason given for this exclusiveness was 
the delicate state of international relati 
whether Anglo-S 
do not know. In any caso this decision was 
nok unexpected. 

5. On the other hand, having been pre 
viously asked by the Governor-General 
whether I should like to accompany the 
party to Kuhrang, I was surprised not to 
receive an invitation for this either, since 
it is a British firm of consulting engineers 
which has provided the technical skill for 
the project. In few other countries, T 
think, would the authorities have failed to 
include @ representative of His Majesty's 
Government when an important scheme, 
which had remained an unrealised dream 
for three centuries and a half, was about 
to be carried out though the medium of 
British technique. Again, I cannot tell 
whether the reason was a desire to adhere 
to a certain concept of neutrality, which 
is a daily feature of life here, ¢g., in the 
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suthorities' dealings with the Anglo- 
Persian Institute and its Soviet counter- 
part; or a refusal to allow any foreigner 
unnecessarily to enter tribal territory, 
which I have encountered on more than one 
occasion, As it was, the only foreigners 
present were the representatives of Sir 
Alexander Gibb and Partners and of the 
contractors, 

6. The royal party left for Kuhrang by 
road early on the morning of 28th Septem- 
der and arrived at the site in the after- 
noon, There is a move on foot by the 
Irrigation Corporation, which is in charge 
of the scheme on the Persian side, to oust 
the old Board of Directors of the Kubrang 
Company and assume unhampered control 
itself. As part of his campaign of resist- 
ance to this plan Akbar Mas’ud (Sarem-ed- 
Dowleh), chairman of the Board, had 
perstiadéd most of the directors to turn up 
‘at the ceremony in morning coats and top- 
hats, there to be presented to the Shah, who 
would thus be impressed with the import: 
ance of the Board in the scheme of things. 
A few of the directors fought shy of the 
idea, but most of them acquiesced and 
travelled for eight hours over a rough and 
dusty road, into the wilderness, clad in 
ceremonial attire, When they arrived they 
found Sarem-ed-Dowleh himself, dressed in 
& green tweed anit, His Majesty then pro- 
ceeded to sot off the first dynamite charge 
and tap the rock with a small gold pick 
‘axe specially made for the occasion. Be- 
fore returning to Isfahan the following 
morning he crossed over to the far side of 
the Karkunan ridge, whence the camp-fires 
of the Bakhtiari returning down the 
western slopes to their winter quarters 
could be seen, to view the site of the en- 
trance to the tunnel. ‘The latter is to be 
horseshoe-shaped, 13 feet high and 10 
feet wide at its widest point. It is 
expected that slow progress will he made 
with the tunnelling until the spring, when 
the main bulk of the contractors’ equipment 
should be delivered. 

7. But further decisions will soon have 
to be made on questions of finance. The 
tunnel is to cost 52 million rials, of which 
only 30 million (8 of private capital and 
22 from Government funds) have so far 
been made available. After payment of the 
remaining 22 million by the Government, 
there is the question whether the latter 
shall buy up the privately owned shares, 
According to Fazlullah Dehesh, the second 
largest private share-holder, the Shah does 
not wish the Government to put any more 


Toney into the scheme. This may be only 
wishful thinking on Dehesh’s part, since 
he is the leader of those who would still 
like the scheme to be run as a private enter- 
prise, with dividends obtained from water 
dues, in opposition to the public-corpora- 
tion school of thought headed by Amin-ut- 
Tujjar, one of the Isfahan Deputies, and 
Sarem-ed-Dowleh (see my despatch No. 9, 
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5). A possible com- 
promise solution might be that the company 
should remain a mixed one, with the 
Government raising water taxes and pay- 
ing dividends to the private shareholders 
in proportion to their shares of the total 
capital, The difficulty here is that the 
Isfabanis do not wish to be burdened with 
perpetual water rights owned by private 
persons, but would like to see the whole 
expenditure defrayed by the Government, 
to repay it (if necessary, with interest) 
over a series of years, and thereafter to 
enjoy the water without further payment. 
T gather that for the most part the private 
shareholders themselves would welcome the 
repayment of their capital, as it has been 
lying dormant for about ‘two years and 
prospects of future returns on it are un- 
certain. 

8, The army had prepared @ rough land- 

ig ground near the tunnel site, and two 

A biplanes were in attendance. His 
Majesty had evidently had enough of the 
road on the journey up, and although he 
was not expected back in Isfahan until the 
evening and conditions for a take-off were 
difficult, he determined to make the return 
journey by air. About a third of the way 
back, near Damench (following the road), 
the aircraft developed engine trouble and 
the Shah was obliged to make a forced 
landing. ‘The official announcement issued 
‘on the following day stated that he had 
come down intentionally in order to have 
a look round. Some of the papers, while 
admitting that the landing was a forced 
fone, declared that the plane was un- 
damaged. In fact, as I learned from eye- 
witnesses returning from Kuhrang who 
reached the spot just as the plane was 
landing. it lost one wheel and turned up- 
side down. General Mu'tazedi, Command- 
ing Officer of the 9th (Isfahan) Division, 
who was the other occupant of the plane 
and who afterwards told me that he never 
went up in an army machine if he could 
help it, was flung out, unburt, and was 
able to help the Shab, also unhurt, from his 
inverted position in the cockpit. ‘I under- 
stand that this is the fourth accident, or 


near-accident, in which His Majesty has 
been involved in the last three months. He 
was only dissuaded from continuing the 
journey in the other aircraft, which had 
landed in the neighbourhood, by the com- 
bined entreaties of those present, who 
threatened to lie down in front of the plane 
if he should attempt to take off again. 

9. The rest of the royal visit was com- 
paratively uneventful, During the remain- 
ing day the Shah went to two of the textile 
mills, the textile workers’ hospital and one 
of the municipal hospitals, in all of which 
places he made salutary and constructive 
criticisms; officially opened a museum 
housed in the old Chehel Sutun palace, one 
of the eshibits being the gold pickaxe 
which be had used at Kuhrang; and in- 
augurated the construction of a. workers’ 
quarter on the south side of the city. Iam 
told that the local’ Director of Labour was 
caught napping in this; a fortnight before 
the Shah's arrival the land bad not even 


been bought. It was hastily purchased and 
a wall, erected round it, 

10. His Majesty left for Tehran, via 
Kashan, on the morning of Ist- October 
Unfortunately he took # roundabont route 
through Nain and Ardestan, in spite of 
(or perhaps because of) « petition from the 
bus and road-haulage companies imploring 
him to see for himself the disgraceful 
condition of the main Isfahan-Tebran 
road, the first twenty-five miles.of which 
he would have had to traverse if he hac 
taken the direct route to Kashan.. Expecta- 
tions that the state of the road would thus 
be brought forcibly to his attention were 
thus disappointed; and though there are 
hopes that his visit will have given the 
local administration a beneficial shaking- 
up, there is no great confidence that any 
tangible results will come of it, 

11, Tam sending copy of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Tehran, 

Thave, & 
L, BARNETT 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
GOVERNOR OF THE NATIONAL BANK OF PERSIA 


Persian Seven-Year Plan 
Mr. Bevin to Sir J. Le Rougetel (Tehran) 


(No. 246) Foreign Office, 
Sir, 20th October, 1948. 
At his request I received the Governor 
of the National Bank of Persia, 
Mr. Abul Hassan btihaj, on 29th October, 
Mr, Ibtihaj expressed with evident 
sincerity his determination to do everything 
which was in his power to make the Persian 
Seven-Year Plan a success He informed 
in Washington he bad had 
ith the International Bank 
and, asa result, was hopeful that in due 
course the bank would be prepared to make 
loan for suitable projects. He described 
the preliminary work on the Seven-Year 
Plan which the Persian Government have 
done in drawing up data and preliminary 
plans, and referred to their engagement of 
the American firm of Overseas Consul- 
tants to advise them on the next stages, 
He hoped that British firms, especially 
Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners, who had 
done good work in Persia, would be aseo- 


ciated with Overseas Consultants, He 
attached great Importance to supervision 
of the plan by American and British 
experts since only with foreign supervision 
could the Persians feel assured that the 
money voted for the plan would be used for 
the purposes for which it was intended and 
not go into private pockets. 

2. He then proceeded to desoribe the 
Majlis as the principal obstacle in the way 
of the successful carrying out of the plan. 
Tn his opinion it was an utterly irrespon- 
sible and obstructive body; once it was 
clectod its members were completely secure 
from removal for its two years’ term and, 
ssince there was no second chamber to revise 
legislation passed by the Majlis and the 
Executive had no power of veto, the 

could pass the wildest legislation 
and the Government could not prevent 
them. He therefore thought that constitu 
tional chanj eluding the grant to the 
Shah of ight of dissolution, were 
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necessary, He appreciated that anything 
that was to be done would have to be done 
carefully since there was always the danger 
of relapse into military dictatorship and 
he certainly did not wish to see his country 
handed over to the ignorant rule of the 
Ministry of War. 

3, [said that T always used all the means 
at my command to urge the importance of 
reform and development on the Persian 
Government as the only sure defence 
against communism. All the help that was 
within our power we would gladly provide. 
‘What seemed to me absolutely essential was 
that the Persian Government should pro- 
cure the passage of the Seven-Year Plan 
Bill as soon as they could. At this stage it 
wis better not to take up the time of the 
Deputies with talk of constitutional 
reform; the Government should concen 
trate on passing the budget and the Seven. 
Year Plan Bill and after that see if it 
needed to make changes in the Conat 
and, if so, what they ought to be 


that it was not for me to advise the Persian 
Government on the details of their constitu- 
tional arrangements; to do so would smack 
of intervention. I was always very scrupu- 
lous not to intervene in Persia’s internal 
affairs. To this Mr. Ibtihaj replied that 
he also, as a Persian patriot, certainly did 
not want foreign intervention. What he 
wanted was an assurance of my sympathy 
in the efforts which the Persians were 
making to improve the condition of their 
country and a spirit of understanding 
should they find it necessary to make 
changes in the Constitution. I concluded 
the interview by repeating that what was 
wanted before anything else was the 
passage of the Seven-Year Plan Bill 

4. Lam sending copies of this despatch 
to Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Washington and Moscow and to the Head 
of the British Middle East Office 

T am, &o. 
T BEVIN 


CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 
PERSIAN MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Persian Affairs 
Mr, Bevin to Sir J. Le Rougetel (Tehran) 


(No. 250) 
Si 


Foreign Office, 
s Brd Norember, 1048 

As the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Afiairs was on a short private visit to this 
country T took. the opport if renewing 
our acquaintance hy seeing him this after- 
noon. After an exchange of compliments 
he asked me if the international sitnation 
wus any clearer since our last conversation 
on, Ist October and whether I thought 
speedier progress could be made in settling 
the outstanding international problems now 
that the United States elections were over. 
T told him I did not expect that the result 
of the United States elections would greatly 
affect American foreign policy, but I hoped 
that we would now be able to settle more 
quickly. certain outstanding problems of 
economic co-operation and defence 

2 The Persian Foreign Minister then 
asked me about Burma and whether India 
would declare herself a republic and leave 
the Commonwealth. Tn reply I said that 


the situation in Burma showed some fm- 
provemient and now that the Government of 
Burma had established better relations with 
India ond the Karens we could hope for 
still further improvement, As regards 
India, T could not forecast at this stage 
what the'Tndian Government might decide 
to do. 

3, The Persian Foreign Minister went on 
to say that his Government's policy was a 
national one and not, as hnd sometimes been 
the case in the past, a policy dictated by the 
interests of small’ groups of individuals 
looking either to Russia or to Great 
Britain. ‘The Persian Government wished 
to maintain the most friendly relations and 
to co-operate to the full with any nation 
such as Great Britain which showed itself 
to be Persia’s friend and mindfal of 
Persian interests. He was glad to say that, 
whatever may have been the differences in 
the past between Persia and Great Britain, 
none existed now. I thanked him for this 





expression of his Government's friendship 
which I said I reciprocated. I went on to 
say that [hoped the Persians would be on 
their guard against Russian attempts to 
drive a wedge between us. If at any time 
the Persian Government had a problem let 
them come and talk it over with us and I 
was sure that together we could find the 
solution, 

4. Before leaving, the Persian Foreign 
Minister thanked me for giving him this 
further opportunity to discuss Persian 
affairs and said he hoped one day to be 
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free of the cares of office and to pay a 
more lengthy visit to Great Britain and 
to learn our language. I replied suitably. 

5. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at Wash- 
ington, Moscow, Cairo, Bagdad, Jedda, 
Beirut, Damascus, Amman, the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, the B.M.E,O, 
and the United Kingdom Delegation to the 
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PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
Monthly Report for October 1948 
Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin, (Received 8th November) 


(No. 355) Tehran, 
Sir, ‘Srd Noromber, 1948. 
With reference to my despatch No, 381 
of Bth October, T have the honour to submit 
the following report of events in Per 
during October 1948. There has bee 
recurrence of incidents on the Soviet fron- 
tier, M. Hazhir's Government has been 
accorded a vole of confidence, but the dead- 
lock in the Majlis continues, and no pro- 
gress whatever has been made with the 
Government's programme of legislation; a 
further provisional twelfth of the budget 
has been approved. ‘There has been a 
severe earthquake in Northern Khorasan, 


Foreign Affairs 

2. During the month Soviet troops on 
three occasions crossed the frontier into 
Persian territory. . The first of these inci- 
dents took place to the east of the Caspian, 
where the frontier is formed by the Atrek 
River. Soviet troops were found to be 
‘occupying a dry watercourse, formerly the 
bed of the river and now on the Persian 
side of the frontier. The other two inci 
dents were on the Azerbaijan frontier, in 
the area north of Ardebil between Astara 
and the Araxes River. Fire was exchanged 
on all three occasions, and one Persian 
soldier was killed. ‘These incidents were 
given some prominence in the press at the 
end of the month, but according to infor- 
mation given by the Chief of the General 
Staff to the military attaché, they all took 
place at points where the exact line of the 
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frontier is not clear. General Razmara 
also said that such incidents were cominon 
enough, and had happened even during the 
reign of Reza Shab 

3. Although the Soviet Ambassador, M. 
Sadtobikov, was still on leave at the end of 
the month, he is expected to return during 
the firat week in November. ‘The Soviet 
Consul-General at Tabriz: has returned and 
it is reported that the Persian Government 
have agreed to the appointment of a Soviet 
Vico-Consul at Bandar Shahpur to reside 
at Ahwaz 

4M. Jan Magru has arrived in Tehran 
to take up the post of Rumanian Minister 
here. He has not yet presented his ere- 
dentials, 


Internal Affairs 
5, On 12th October the Prime Minister 
asked the Majlis for vote of confidence, 
which was accorded to him by 64 votes to 8, 
with 16 abstentions, ‘This was an_unex- 
move. M. Azad's interpellation, 
‘which would have provided the occasion for 
a vote on Government. policy, was already 
on the agenda for the day, but it seems that 
the Prime Minister wanied to be sure of 

ition before he announced the s 
pean erg rice eer ea gc 
then still in progress with representatives 
of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. In 
fact, the vote does not seem to have 
strengthened his hand. ‘The Majlis is as 
intractable as ever, and the Cabinet is still 


1 
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not complete. On 6th October M. Varasteh 
tesigned his post as Minister of Finance, 
having held office for less than a fortnight. 

6. The decision of the Judicial Commis- 
sion, acquitting Ghavam os Saltaneh, has 
not yet réceived the approval of the Majlis, 
When the debate on this subject started on 
5th October, Ghavamn’s opponents showed 
their determination to delay the proceed- 
ings, and the argument was advanced that 
the decision of the Judicial Commission 
was no longer valid as the commission itself 
was automatically dissolved on 6th October, 
its members having completed their six 
months’ tenure of olfice. It is widely be- 
lieved that the influence of Ghavam has 
much to do with the present situation, 1 
which Hazhir's Government 
ollie, but prevented from exercising power: 

7A short communiqué was issued by 
the Government on 19th October to say that 
the conversations with representatives of 
the Anglo-Lranian Oil Company had come 
to an end, and that Mr. Gass had left 
Tehran for London to discuss the Persian 
Government's proposals with the board of 
directors of the company, after which the 
conversations would be ‘resumed. There 

vome indignation in the press that no 
more tangible result had heen obtained, 
and the Prime Minister was attacked for 
once again sacrificing the rights of the 
Persian people in order to please the 
British, 

8. AL the beginning of the month the 
Prime Minister held informal discussions 
with the Deputies in an effort to get the 
budget. approved, but his various proposals 
were rejected and although he has contim- 
ally emphasised in the Majlis the need for 
the approval of the budget as a whole, no 
progress has been made. On Bist October 
a provisional twelfth for the month of Mehr 
was approved and in a clumsy attempt to 
scoure tacit approval of the railway settle- 
ment, the Government inserted a clause 
authorising the expenditure on ammunition 
of £2 million sterling from the sum to be 
paid under the settlement. A heated and 
inconclusive debate on this clause ensued. 

f. Althongh the seven-year plan has not 
yet been approved by the Majlis, a pro- 
Visional organisation for earrying out pre- 
liminary work has been set up, with powers 
to engage foreign experts for a period not 
txceeding six months, An advance patty 


of five from an American group of con- 
soltante, de to reach ‘Tehirad ‘in mld 
November for a short visit, and arrange- 
ments are being made for British experts to 


co-operate with them... The Statistical De- 
partment of the Ministry of Finance has 
been put under the control of the new 
organisation 

10. At a meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Tudeh Party the Secretary- 
General, Dr, Radmanesh, presented “a 
report in which he reviewed both national 
and international affairs, He attacked 
the Government and criticised the Shah's 
recent journey to Europe. Apart from this 
orthodOx pronouncement there has been 
little Tudeh activity. 

11, The six-monthly election of officers 
of the Majlis took place on. 6th October, 
M. Sardar Fakher Kekmat was re-elected 
President by fifty-three -yotes. to. M. 
‘Tagizadeh's forty-six. New parlia- 
mentary commissions were elected on 31st 
October. 


‘The Provinces 
12. ‘There was a very severe earthquake 
in Northern Khorasan on the evening of 
6th October. Shocks continued for several 
days. Early reports of severe damage in 
Meshed proved unfounded, but the district 
of Daraghaz, near the Soviet frontier, was 
almost completely devastated, several bi 
dred people being killed and wounded and 
many thousand rendered homeless. Re- 
ports from Moscow indicate that this earth- 
quake was felt even more severely at 
Ashqabad, in Soviet Turkmanistan, 

13. In ‘Azerbaijan the new Governor- 
General, Khalil Fabimi, took up his duties 
on 8th October. Most of the political 
prisoners pardoned under the general 
amnesty have now returned, and a number 
of army ollicers, including two generals, 
who were imprisoned in connexion with 
the Azerbaijan Democrat Movement, were 
released on the Shah's birthday. 

14. In spite of the fact that the Govern- 
ment have now rescinded most of the regu 
lations forbidding the free movement of 

rain from one province to another, the 
Freed situation: remains” uneatiafactory. 
Since it hecame known that stocks in the 
‘Tehran silo were dangerously tow, land- 
lords have hoarded their grain and the 
Government seem unable to prevent their 
doing %0. ‘There was a threat of a critical 
wheat shortage in Khuzistan owing to the 
complete failure of the harvest there. ‘The 
Governor-General appealed to the Anglo- 
Tranian Oil Company, who were unable to 
help’ him out, bat he to get some 
supplies from other provinces to tide the 
province over until the arrival of wheat 


which the Government are arranging to 
purchase in Australia and the United 
States. A very cold spell in the middle of 
the month ruined much of the fruit crop at: 
Hamadan and Kermanshah. 

15. Tam sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow and Bagdad; to 
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Air Headquarters, Iraq, through His 
Majesty's Embassy at Bagdad; to the 
British Middle East Office, Cairo; to the 
United Kingdom High Commissioners at 
New Delhi and Karachi, and to all His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia 
T have, &e, 
J. H. LE ROUGETE 


15255 /25/34 No. 32 


NEW PERSIAN GOVERNMENT: PRESENTATION OF THE CABINET TO 
THE MAJLIS AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROGRAMME BY THE 


PRIME MINISTER 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. MoNeil 


(No. 378) Tehran, 
Si 2th November, 1948. 

As reported in my telegram No. 927 it 
was expected that the Cabinet would be 
presented to the Majlis on 18th November, 
but although the Prime Minister and his 
colleagues waited for most of the morning, 
the number of Depnties present fell short 
of the quoram, ‘This is the first time in the 
constitutional history of Iran that a new 
Prime Minister has been thus. prevented 
from presenting his Cabinet. ‘The obstru 
tion was carried out by the so-called A, 
(Freedom) group. This body, twenty-two 
Deputies strong, is not one of the recognised 
Majlis fractions, but consists of Deputies 
from the Democrat, Ettefagh and other 
fractions, who had combined together in 
order to recommend to the Prime Minister 
the names of certain persons whom they 
wished tobe included in the Cabinet. The 
members of the Cabinet then offered their 
resignations to M. Sa’ed, but he refused 
them, and at the following session, on 
21st ‘November, he presented his Cabinet 
without having made any — changes. 
M. Abbas Eskandari objected vociferously 
to the Minister of Justice, M. Sadr, and to 
Dr. Tahari, but he was shouted down and 
left the chamber. 

2. The Prime Minister then announced 
his programme, which he summarised under 
the following headings: (1) To maint 
and improve friendly relations with al 
countries, especially the neighbouring 
countries, in accordance with the spirit of 
the United Nations Charter. (2) To enforce 
the laws, to maintain security and. to 


(Received 20th November) 


develop social justice. (3) To carry the 
Seven-Year Plan into execution once it was 
approved by the Majlis, (4) To assure 
essential food-stufls and water for the 
country, to encourage exports and to pro- 
mote hygiene and education. (6) To 
improve the lot of workers and peasants, 
(6) To continuo the negotiations undertaken 
by the previous Government to safeguard 
Tranian rights to the southern oil. (7) To 
reclaim for Iran those parts of her territory 
which were, without treaty or agreement, 
subject to foreign intervention. (8) To 
prevent excessive centralisation of the 
administration at Tehran. (9) To prepare 
fa budget for the coming year, the greater 
part of whose expenditure should be on 
productive works and economic develop- 
ment, (10) ‘To submit to the Majlis a Bill 
for the reorganisation of the Civil Service. 
Copies of this programme were handed to 
the Deputies and the debate started on 
28rd November. ‘The debate continues and 
is likely to go on for another day or two 
before a vot taken. 

3. M. Sadr, who has now returned 
from the Mecea pilgrimage, is reported to 
have refused the post of Minister of 
Tustice. Tf this is true the opposition to 
the Government in the Majlis may be some- 
what reduced. 

4. Tam sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing- 
ton and Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office, 

T have, dc. 
J. H. LE ROUGETEL. 
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No. 33 


PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
Monthly Report for November 1948 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr. Bevin. (Received 20th December) 


(No: 393, Confidential) Tehran, 
Sir, 7th December, 1948. 
With reference to my despatch No. 385 
of 3rd November, I have the honour to sub- 
mit the following report of events in Persia 
during November 1948, ‘The failure of the 
Majlis to carry out any of the measures pro- 
[Save by M. Hajir, the obstruction caused 
w the constant withholding of the quorum 
in the Chamber, and opposition to. his 
Government outside it, finally induced him 
to resign on Gth November in spite of a 
further vote of confidence; he was replaced 
by M. Mohammed Sa’ed, whose Government 
had not, however, become firmly established 
and had not oven received its initial vote 
of confidence by the end of the month. The 
political situation therefore remains un- 
stable and uneasy, and there have been 
increased Tudeh activity and preparations 
‘There were no developments of note in 
Persin’s foreign relations 


Foreign Affairs 

2. The Soviet Ambassador, M, Sad- 
tehikov, returned from leave and consulta- 
tion with his Government on Ist November. 
‘The Soviet Consuls-General at Tabriz, Resht 
and Kermanshah have also returned, No 
further incidents took place on the Soviet- 
Persian frontier, but the Moscow wireless 
mado play with a visit by some United 
States army officers to Azerbaijan as a 
further instance of American interference 
in Persian affairs. Since his return, M. 
Sadtchikov has made it apparent that the 
removal of the United States military and 
gendarmerie missions is the first objective 
of Soviet policy in this country. In spite 
of earlier conflicting statements, it became 
clear during the month that the Persian 
Government has not, in fact, communicated 
to the Security Council the notes which 
passed between them and the Soviet Govern- 
ment on this subject last spring. 

3. The American Ambassador, Mr. 
Wiley, left Tehran on 22nd November for 
leave in the United States. There have been 
additions to the strength of the United 
States Military Mission, especially on the 
air force side, and the heads of both this 
mission and the Gendarmerie Mission have 
been changed. The agreement for the 


supply of military equipment to Persia 
from the United States, and that pro- 
longing the contract. of the Military 
Mission have now been signed. The first 
deliveries of arms, including tanks, are 
expected to take place at Bandar Shahpur 
in mid-January. A groupof industrial and 
engineering experts from’ the American 
consortium, Overseas Consultants Incor- 
porated, visited Persia from 14th November 
to 2nd December to make a prelimi 
study of the Seven-Year Plan and to indi 
cate those sections of it for which foreign 
experts should be engaged. Their presence 
in the country has been attacked by the 
Left-wing press as evidence of the Persian 
Government's subservience to United States 
policy. 

4. The new Roumanian Minister. pre- 
sented his letters of credence on Sth Novet- 
ber. A Finnish Minister, Baron Koskinen, 
has also arrived in Tehran bat-hax not yet 
presented his letters 


‘The Royal Family 
5, On 19th November the press published 
Court announcement of the divorce of the 
Shah and Queen Fawzieh, which it attribu: 
ted to the unfavourable influence of the 
‘Tehran climate on Her Majesty's health, 
‘The announcement was published side by 
side with one issued by the Palace in Cairo 
regarding the divorce of King Farouk, 


Internal Affairs 

6G. M. Azad’s long-pending interpella- 
tion was finally taken on 27th October and 
lasted until Srd November, ranging widely 
over issues of internal and external policy. 
M. Hair had no difcaty in demolishing 
this criticism, and on 4th November received 
another substantial vote of confidence. only 
eight Deputies voting against him. He at 
once tried by enquiries from the Deputies 
to discover whether this support would be 
translated into action by the passage of the 
budget. He evidently received an unsatis- 
factory reply and resigned on 6th Novem- 
ber, having failed, through obstruction, to 
carry out any major item of his programme, 

7 "The Shah then sent for the leeders of 


the Majlis fractions to consult on. the 
appointment of the next Prime Minister. 





This experiment in constitutional practice 
failed to elicit a clear answer, and His 
Majesty thereupon referred the matter to 
the President of the Majlis who obtained 
the signed agreement of sixty-three Depu- 
ties recommending the appointment of M. 
Mohammed Sa'ed (Tehran Personalities 
No. 134). The Royal firman appointing 
M. Sa‘ed issued on Sth November, he was, 
however, a long time forming his Cabinet 
(by the usual process of bargaining with the 
Majlis fractions), which included many 
members of M. Hajir’s Government. A 
number of Deputies were dissatisfied that 
all their nominees had not been included 
and accordingly prevented M. Sa’ed. from 
presenting his Government to the Chamber 
‘on 20th November by absenting themselves 
and withholding the quorum, After 
twenty-four hours of confusion the Govern 
ment presented itself to the Majlis on the 
following day. 
‘ed's declaration of policy gave 
ce to his intention to execute the 
lan; to take various measures 
for the benefit of the population and par- 
ticularly the workers and peasants; to con- 
tine negotiations with the oil company; 
to reclaim Persian territory now under 
foreign rule (no. specific mention of Bab: 
rein), and to pass the budget and reorganise 
the civil service. ‘This programme, how- 
ever, has not yet been approved by the 
Majlis, although more than three weeks 
haye passed since it was first. formulated 
by the Prime Minister, for as soon ax the 
debate opened M. Razavi, Deputy for Ker: 
man, started a long speech attacking the 
ment, the Ministry for Forel 
Affairs, the army, the Anglo-Trani 
Company and the Caspian fisheries. His 
speech occupied the Majlis for an entire 
week, He was followed by M. Batman- 
Ghelich, Deputy for Ardebil, who spoke in 
favour of the Government. ‘His illiteracy 
moved the hilarity of the House and his 
personal attacks caused one of the usual 
scenes. M. Batman-Ghelich was still 
speaking at the end of the month, and mean. 
while the Government, having had no vote 
of confidence, is unsure of its future. The 
sole measure passed by the Majlis in the 
last. month is yet another. provisional 
twelfth of that part of the budget which 
covers the payment of Government salaries. 
9, Considerable progress was made 
during the month towards the launching 
of the Seven-Year Plan. The visit of the 
advance party of experts from Overseas 
Consultants Incorporated (see paragraph 3) 
has aroused public interest, and the sup- 
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porters of the plan are confident of the 
early passage through the Majlis of the 
Enabling Act. The advance party is 
expected to recommend. to. the Persian 
Government the engagement of about forty 
foreign experts who would come to Persia 
early in 1949 for four months to draw up 
a detailed programme of the work to be 
carried out under the plan. ‘The Persian 
Government has approved this proposal in 
principle, but the required decree has not 
yet been signed. Before leaving, the leader 
of the party made a public statement to the 
effect that they considered that the Seven 
Year Plan was workable and that the agri- 
cultural section,of the plan was the most 
important and might probably occupy the 
first. two or three years, 

10, Sir Herbert Stewart and Dr, Murray 
of the British Middle East Office each 
accompanied the Americans on part of their 
tour in the provinces, and Colonel Alistair 
Gibb, of Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners, 
visited sinlly in order to meet 
the group, rican visitors welcomed 
the information and assistance which the 
British experts gave them, and co-operation 
was most cordial. They» invited Sit 
Alexander Gibb and Partners to join the 
gtoup for the next stage of their work, and 

dicated their willingness to leav 
sections of the plan dealing with 
ture, wtatistion and forestry in the hands 
of the experts from the British Middle 
Office. 

11. One of the first acts of the Sa'ed 
Government was to lift the ban on the 
movement of wheat in certain provincial 
areas where amugeling had been rife. ‘This 
menaure does not appear, s0 far, to have had 
the desired eflect of bringing wheat out of 
hoarding, and the price continues. to rise, 

overniment are now negotiating with 
the United States Government for 100,000 
tons of wheat and 12,000 tons of flour 
With these additional stocks under their 
control it is hoped before long to compel 
the:Hoardere to diagorge.-Adtion in alan 
being taken to increase the number of 
bakeries in the capital with a view to 
ensuring a better distribution of bread. Tn 
spite of steadily rising prices there has been 
little overt evidence of industrial unrest 
during November. At a Kerman textile 
factory and at the Agricultural Bank in 
Tehran, however, there were two minor 
strikes which appear to have been. spon- 
taneous and based on legitimate economic 
grievance, There haye been no changes in 
wage rates during the month, and the 
current statutory minimum wage rates still 
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bear little relationship to the high cost of 
living. Some progress has, however, been 
made in the development of a co-operative 
movement; new sovieties are in process of 
formation at Shiraz and Yerd, and for 
railway workers in Tehran. Discussions 
between the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
and the Persian Ministry of Labour on the 
immediate action ta be taken to inaugurate 
societies in Khuzistan were satisfactory. 

12 The Second Annual General Con- 
gress of the ES.K.. Trade Union took 
place in Tehran during the month. Te was 
composed of 105 delegates from Tehran 
and the provinces claiming to represent 
seventy-one separate tradg unions with a 
membership of 70,000. ‘The President's 
report was an. admission of negligible 
achievements during the year. Rivalry 


between the two principal leaders of 
F.S.K1, (Hedayat and Gezelbash) over the 
selection of the Tehran delegates to the 
congress led tothe dismissal from the 
organisation of Gezelbash, who now pro- 
posex to form a new trade union of his own. 


Tho Provinces 

3. The more active phase of Tudeh and 
Communist tactics seems to have be 

oth im the provinces and at ‘Tehray 

uurther preparations for subversive acti 

are reported to have been made in Tehran: 
the town has been divided 1p into opers- 
tional areas, and Tudeh agents have been 
instructing their followers about their 
dotios in an emergenoy; and a. number of 

whaj irs" and Caucasians have recently 
made their appearance in the capital, 
‘Tndeh activity has increased in the schools 
and at Tehran University, and an official 
ban on political activities among students, 
imposed by the Hajit Government, led to a 
socalled strike of university. ‘students 
organised by Tndeh. 

14 Tadeh and Russian agents are re- 
ported from Resht aud Kermanshah to be 
canvassing the villages, and in the south 
the Central Union of the Tudeh is appa- 
rently making an energetic appeal for more 
funds and the party is forming new cells, 
A number of Tudeh leaders expelled from 
the ALO, concession area after the 
general strike of 1946 are returning, and 
other suspected Tadeh agents are arriving 
from Tehran and are reported to be in 
touch with the Russian Consulate at 
Ahwaz. In Isfahan, Tudeh efforts are less 
successful and the Governor-General has 
managed to expel three Tudeh onganisers 
who recently arrived from Tehran, and is 


confiscating all copies of the Tudeh paper 
Mardom. 

15, There are reports from several pro- 
vinces of successful attempts by Governors 
General to interest the Central Government 
in reforms and improvements in their pro- 
vinces. ‘The Governor-General of Seistan 
has apparently secured approval for several 
important measures, including the con- 
struction of a reservoir at a cost of £90,000 
to protect Seistan against any future 
shortage in the Helmand water, and the 
improvement of roads in his area. The 
new Governor-General of Azerbaijan has 
also secured appropriations for Azerbaijan 
factories, and in Fars M, Ardalan, the 
Governor-General and formerly Minister of 
Communications, has obtained authority 
for improving various roads and bridges 

16. Soviet Wireless propaganda to Azer- 
baijan continues extremely active and has 
fastened particularly on the alleged pene- 
tration of the province by American mili 
tary advisers, ‘The return to Tabriz of 
Arkadi Krasnikh, Soviet Consul-General 
under the Democrats, is also significant 
since he has been on leave for no less than 
seven months. ‘The new Governor-General, 
although he is apparently well-liked, seems 
to lack the strength of character necessary 
for countering strong Soviet pressure 
Nevertheless, the loyalty of the province 
is not yet seriously in donb. 

17, There has been no major trouble in 
the tribal areas, though minor internal con- 
flicts are reported from the Boir Ahmadi 

but both in the Bakhtiari country 
‘ars the authorities are meoting 


Manuchehr Khan, whose position seems 
insecure, has gone to Tehran and left the 
army and the Ministry of Finance with the 
responsibility of collecting grain in his 
area. Nor has General Alavi Moghaddam, 
who has been on a similar mission in Fai 
been much more successful; faced with 
tribal opposition, he has agreed to allow the 
tribes to dispose privately (that is, for 
smuggling) to half their grain surplus 
But the smugglers in Bushire are reported 
to be determined to resist the Government's 
preventive measures. Both Mohammed 
Hussein Khan Qashgai and the new 
General Officer Commanding Fars Divi- 
sion, General Mo'tazadi, have confirmed 
both their own and the tribes’ friendliness 
towards Bri 

18. There has been a marked revival of 
religions feeling on the occasion of 
Muharram, which has exceeded in fervour 


anything seen for some years. In Tabriz 
it is reported that five men bled to death 
after self-inflicted wounds; in Ahwaz a 
strict ban.on the sale of alcobol was main 
tained during the sacred month; a group 
of merchants in Kermanshah have taken 
the law into their own hands in preventing 
the sale of alcohol and the supply of elec- 
tricity. to, the: distillery; and even in 
Tehran the number of bands parading the 
streets during the month was much greater 
than in the previous years 

19, In many areas the price of food is 
on the increase and wheat supplies are pre 
carious. There is no doubt that hoarding 


and smuggling account for much of this 
scarcit the harvest was not a bad one, 

20, I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing- 
ton, Moscow and Bagdad; to Air Head- 
quarters, Iraq, through His Majesty’ 

mbassy at Bagdad; to the Commande: 

ief, East Indies, and the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf; to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo: to the United 
Kingdom High Commissioners at_ Ne 
Delhi and Karachi, and to all His Maj 
Consular Officers in Persia. 
Thave, de. 
J. LE ROUGETEL 
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No. 4 


POLITICAL SITUATION IN PERSIA 


Position of Qavam Sultaneh and the Possibility of his Return to Power 


Sir J. Le Rougetel to Mr Bevin, 


(No. 406, Secret) Tehran, 
Sir, 20th December, 1948. 

The duel between Quvamn us Suitaneh 
and the Shah, which has dominated: the 
political scene and paralysed the Majlis for 
the past two months or more, shows no sign 
of abating in intensity, On the contra 

now be entering a decisive phase on 
which the recent retarn to office of 
Mahommed Sa'ed has as yet had no visible 
effect. 

2. There is little doubt. that the prevent 
deadlock is working in favour of Qavam 
and 
is concerned, for the majority of Deputies, 
who, as you will remember, bought their 
weats from Qavam in the last election, are 
rapidly retarning to the fold. The only 
notable exception is a group of Deputies 
from Azerbaijan and Kurdistan who were 
elected in defiance of Qavam and have re- 
mained stubbornly hostile to him. 
country, as a whole, public o 
extremely difficult to gauge 
situation is so fluid and obscure that it 
would be futile to attempt to do so no 
But my present impression is that Qa 
has increased his influence in the Maj 
at the expense of his personal reputation 
outside it. Although he has a strong 
following in the press and is assured of a 
large measure of support in certain circles, 
including those which are for selfish reasons 
opposed to change of any kind or are un- 
swervingly hostile to the dynasty, there is 


(Received 28th December) 


‘almost certainly an increasing number of 
the politically conscious but obscuse who 
realise that Quyam is now playing ducks 
and drakes with their welfare in order to 
force his way back to power in time to con 
trol the next election. They muet also 
know that if he succeeds, the outward 
Lrappings of order will be swiftly restored 
and the clock put back a quarter of a cen 
tury. In other circumstances they might 
no doubt accept all this with resignation, 
but it is not conceivable that they will be 
allowed to do.s0 now. ‘The Tudeh and their 
associutes are, in their way, just as active 

Qavam, and, from all Thear, they are not 

sting their time. There are few thin 
which would help them more than the 
return to power of « corrupt politician of 
the old school, who is, T auspect, still con 
vinced of his ability either to bring them to 
heel or keep them in play, or else to come 
to terms with them, Tf Qavam were now to 
return in triumph he would almost cer- 
tainly be easy meat for the Tudeh, as, in 
deed, he was in 1946 until, under pressure 
from the Shah, from the American Ambas 
sador and from me, he was forced to break 
with them. 

3. I have no reason to believe that the 
Shah's feelings towards Qavam are less 
hostile now than they have been at any other 
time. As men they are the poles apart, and 
might therefore have been complementa 
but Qavam’s political ability and experi 
ence are so much greater than the Shah's 














that I see little prospect of such a happy 
consummation. What is more, the Shah is 
far from master in his own house, and the 
possibility of Qavam establishing a fifth 
column in the ‘court cannot be excluded 
Indeed, I have some reason to believe that 
he is hard at work on that front already. 
Unfortunately the only card which the 

wah can play against Qavam is to find 
some reason for arresting him or sending 
him abroad 

4. It may therefore turn out that there 
is no alternative to the return of Qavam 
and, in that event, we shall have to make 
the best of him, but, for the reasons I have 
stated, I do not view the prospect with any 
degree of enthusiasm. So far as T am con 
cerned, however, there is nothing to be 
gained and perhaps much to be lost by any 
premature intervention inthe struggle 
For the present, therefore, any advice 
which I may give should not identify. me 
with one side or the other. For this reason 
if for no other, it must be of a positive 
character. T have in consequence taken 
the following line which, I hope, will meet 
with your approval. Whenever I hear the 
presont Government disparaged, as of 


course it is by both contending parties, I 
point out the folly of pulling down one 


Government after another without having 
any clear idea of what is to take ite place. 
‘The honesty of the present Prime Minister 
is challonged by no one, but irresponsible 
chopping and changing is fast bringing all 
Government and indeed the whole existing 
into disrepute. Tt is, therefore, the 

y of every patriotio Persian to support 
prosent Government unless and until 
the possibility of a better one emerges 
This, L maintain, can best be done by en 
couraging men of real ability and influence 


to give the Government active support and 
to take office in it if they are asked to do so. 

5. There are unfortunately not many who 
answer to the above description. Qavam 
is excluded «r hypothesi, to say nothing of 
the charges which still lie against him. 
Seyyid Zia is, of course, another out- 
standing figure, but by his intemperate 
attacks upon the Royal Family and t 
Court he has antagonised them both. Ali 
Mansur is a possibility, but he has many 
enemies and his relations with Sa’ed are 
such that they could hardly work together, 
still less make a useful team. ‘The only 
other obvious candidate is Taqizadeh. He 
has already been offered the portfolio of 
Foreign Affairs as well as that of Finance 
in the present Cabinet, and has refused 
both. But when I saw the Prime Minister 
on 16th December, as T reported at the time, 
1 enquired whether he would not consider 
urging Tagizadeh to accept the vacant port 
folio of Interior. T have since heard 
privately that this appointment would be 
strongly opposed by certain influential 
persons at Court—possibly for the reason 
suggested towards the end of paragraph 3 
above. Whether the Shah himself is 
‘opposed to Tagizadeh I do not know, but 
T propose to persist in my suggestion. If 
adopted it may stabilise the position of the 

nd ensure that the coming 
elections are held under the fairest con- 
ditions obtainable and. if rejected, it will 
at any rate leave me free to intervene if at 
any stage it should appear that such action 
on my part would be effective, 

6, I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing. 
ton and Moacow and to the British Middle 
East Office. 

T have, &e 
J, H. LE ROUGETEL 





